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PREFACE. 

■ 

f 

The accouute of the life of Castmccia 

knoAvn in England, are generally taken 

from MaochiaveUi's romance conceming 

tJiis chief* The reader may find a de- 
tail of hia real adtmtiires in Sismondi'a 
delightful publication^ Histoire des 
pitbliques Italwnnes de VAge Maiden. 
In additicm to thia work, I have con- 
sulted Tegrino's Life of Castruccio, and 
Gioraiini Villani'a Florentine Annala« 



The following is a translation from the 

article respecting liim in Moreri* 

^^Castruccio Castracani, one of the 
most celdbrated captains, of his time, 

lived in the fourteentli century. He 

was of the fSunily of the Antelminelli of 

, Lucca i and, having at a very early age 
* borne arms in hmaat of ihe Ghibdines, 
he was exiled by the Guelphs. He serv- 
ed not long after in the armies of Philip 
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king of Fnwfie, yrha made vizx on the 

Flemings. In the sequel he repassed 
the Alps ; and^ h^ivmg joined Uguc- 

cione Faggiuola, chief of the Gliibelin^ 
of Tuscany, he reduced Lucca, Plrtoii^ 
and several other towns. He became 

the ally of tlie emperor Louis of Bavaria, 

agamst pope John XXII, Robert king 

of Naples, and the Florentines. Louis 
of Bavaria gave him the inrestitare of 
Lucca under the denomination of Duke, 
fogetKer "wfth ilie title of Senator t)f 
Rome. Nothing seemed able to oppose 
his courage and good fortune, when he 
was taken off by a premature death in 
1330, in the forty-seventh year of liis 
age.** ' 

The dates here given are somewhat 
different from AoM adopted in the ibl 

lowing narrative* 

* * • 

• • • » 
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• . . CHAPTER I. 

Sifik of CitiMicch^Hu futmif mhifrom 

JLucta when he in alevm years oj age* 

The oilier natiotis of Europe were yet im- 
nfttod ia tkirt>MiBai» wfan Italy, where fha 
Hght of civilization had never been whoUy 
-•dtpsedy begati to emerge from tb6 dhntams 

of the ruin of the Western £mpke, and to 

cificli frMttte Ewt tiie femmmg mj^ of Ills* 

ral^i^ and science. At the b^inning of the 
fettfteanlii century JhMt had'dmuly givffi>ii 
jiecmanent form to tbe language which was 
tfMf oAfNTUig ol tbb reMlotkiii ; hewwpef* 
MoaUy engaged in those political struggles, in 

have since aasutnad a more permanent form 
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gave him leisure to meditate, and produced 

his Divina Camedia. 

Lombardy apd Tuacany, tbe.mott civilized 
districts of Italy, exhibited astonishing speci- 
mens of human genius ; but at the same time 
they were torn to pieces by domestic faction, 
and almost destt*oyed by iJie fury of civil wars. 
The antieut q^uarrels of the Guelphs and the 
Ghibelirtes were started with renovated zeal^ 
undec ti)e new distinctions of ^ianchi and 
Neri*, Tlie Ghibelines and the liianchi were 
ttie, friends of the eitiperor, jisiierting the si^ 
primacy ancl uqiveiaula^ of hiij bway ovci aii 
9tb§r doKiiniom eccje^a^tical or civil: the 

Guelphs and the l^eri were the partizans oi 

li^ty* . Florence wi|s at the hetbd of .ttm 

Gvi^lphs, aiici employed, ^ tl^ey were eniploy- 
ed by it in their turn, the-Papfil piower ^ a.' 
pi'ete?ct and an in^tiCufQent. 

7L'h0 diajtinctions of Bhnchi and Neri UH»k 
their riee in Pi^toia, a tpw.u of suiue nioiiieat 
between Florence and JUucoa. The Neri be* 



♦ Black aud White. 
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nuif 0iLp6il6cl from jNtfcMflbc esOits find tiieii' 

reiudeoce ia Lucca; where they so fortified^ 
and atigtnefatcd their pMf, a$ to be able in 
the year 1301 to expel' the Biancki, among 
whom' 
mmelU* 

* • « « « 

. The ^mi\y of the AfiYehmneRf waft one of 

the most distinguished in Lucca. Thejrhad 
followed the emperors ih Mttrir Italian wars/ 
suid had receivi^ in recompense titles and re* 
ward. -The fiiither of (^uitrtiedcMras the chief 

of his house } be had been a follower of the 
tinfortiiiiite Manfred, king of iJaples, and his" 
parly feelings as a QhibeUne derived new 
fervour from the adoration with which he re-" 
gat^ded his noble master. Manfred was the 
uatural son of the last emperor of the house 
cjf S^bia; befoul the Bge of twenty be had 

performed tlie most brilliant exploits, and un- 

dmgon0 the- most romantic vieimttid^^ in all 

of whicii the father of Castruccio had been his" 

faithftii page -and compairion. The unrdent^'' 

ing animosity with which the successive Popes 
pQim^ fau royti masta-, gtive ris^ in- bis bo-' 

aom to a hatred^ tliat was heightened by tlie 
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€oatei»|>i with which he xeguded, tims cow* 
vnBy and .infill poUcy. 
. When tbei:e£(>i:e the i^uaiTeUof theGuelfiiMi 
and GhibcKnes were reiived in Lucca under 
tjie aao^ .SiigniciU and j^^er^ JEtugi^oa del 
Antolmttietfi wai the thief opponent and prin- 
cipal Ar^ctua of the machinafaopa of the Papal 
party. Castruccio was then only eleven years 
ofag»; but ^M^joungiifibagioatiQn was deeply 
impressed by the scenes that passed around 
him* VV^hi^ the ^^^^g fi^pi of had asaem^ 
bled on the appointed day to choose their Po- 
dnia, or pii^icipai iBegpttotey the two partiea 

dividing on the Piazza glared dcllance at eack 

Qlber ; the Quelpha bad Ibe m^nty in^jMunk 

bers; but the Glubclines wisiiiagi Uke.BMiliUt| 

tbnw ihtf cvmnl into the ascending 9cale» 

assailed the stroii^ger party wit^i arms ii^ their 
bfioda* Thqr wm ii9|Nil#0d ; and^ flyii^ 
fore tiieir enemiesi the Gueipiis remained m 
pommiaa of Ibe ^eldt wberc^ undor tfa4. gn^ - 
daace of their chiefs, they voted, Uie pprp^^tual 
baiiiehiae Dt €s£ tbe Grtubefinea i rim eym* 
mons was read by a henddf which con^iuaoi^ • 

■ ♦ 

aU the dietncte of Liioea to raage thtnwrlyaa 

ft ■ 
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the next morning under tbeir respe^^Uve ban- 
ners, that they might attack and expel by forde 
those of the contrary party who should refuse 
to obey the decree. 

Kuggieri returned from the Piazza of the 
Podestk, accompanied by several of his princi- 
pal fnends. His wife, Madoona Dittosm, 
was anxiously waiting his return; while tlic 
^young Castruccio stood at die casement and^ 
di\nning b} his mother's countenance the caubc 
of her mquietude, looked eagerly down the 

street that he might watch the approach of hcs 

father : he clapped his hands witb joy, as he 

exclaimed, They come ! " Ruggieri entered ; 
'his wife observed* him inqmiingly and tender- 
"fy, but forbore to speak; yet her cheek be- 
came pahs, when Am heard her husband isstib 

orders, that the palace should be barricadoed, 

*a»d none permitted to enter, except Aoae wb6 

brought the word which shewed that they be* 

longed to the same p^ftf. 

*Are we in danger?'* — asked Madonna 
TMaoora \n a low vence of one of- tlietf most 
intimate friends. Her husband overheard her. 
and Tte|riied: ^ Keep up your oomug^ my 
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6 YAtPEBGA. [Ch. I. 

best girl ; trust me, as you have evep trusted. 
I would that I dared send you to a place of 
safety, but it were not well that you traversed 
the streets of Lucca; so you must share my 
fortunes, Dianora/* 

^ Have I not ever shared them i replied bis 
\vife« H\s friends had retired to an adjoining 

.hall, and $he continued ; — There can be no 
dearer fate to me than to Uve or .perish with 

,you, Ruggieri ; but cannot we mm our son i 

Castrnccio was sitting at tlie feet of his pa- 
rents, and gazing on them with his soft, yet 

.}Nright eyes* He had looked at bis inqther m 
she spoke ; now he turned eagerly, towards his 

^father while be hatenad, to. his reply Wp 

have been driv en hom the Piazza of tho Po- 

, dest^^ and we caa no loogec entectam'auy hopp 

of overcoming our enemies. The mijdcat faie 
that we mnjf expect is confiscation aod^banish* 
ment; if. they decree our death, Uift ^tonts of 
this palace alone divide us from our fate. And 
Castruccio,^ — could any of our frieijdg .convey 
jbim hence, I should fed redoubled courage^ 
but it is too much to ri&k^'^ 

Father/' .said the, bo), ^ I am only a 
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child| and can da no good ; but I pray you do 
Dot send me away from yon : indeed^ dtear, 
dearest mother, I will not leave you.'* 

Th^ trampling of horses was heard in the 
sueets ; Kuggieri started up ; one of his fiienda 
entered ** It'is the guard going to the gates/' 
said he ; the assembly of the people is biokea 
*iip. 

And what is decreed f • 
' No one ventures near to inquire out tbatj 
but cowrage^ my noble lord 

* "That word to me> Ricciardo: — but it is 

wdl} my wife and cUld maktf a vavy woman 

of me/' 

• ^^Jift Mankr ia now ringiiig^'^ .vepli^ hilt 

companion ; ^^soon night will &et in, and, 
-if yoa wtfl trusts lOi^,; I wiH MdM^cuir to con- 
vey Madonna Dianora to some- place of coft- 
ceii^hnent«^* 

' '^Many thanks, my good Riccij^rdo," an- 
-swered llie-la^ ; my safiM post Is tithe aide 
"of Ruggieri. But our boy save iiim, and 
Tta iiMher's btessing, her <#ami, hMrlMtitfaaiikay 
'Ml the treasure that I can give, sliaU be yours! 
'You know Vatperga ?** 
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Ye9, the castle of Yalpeiga, Is the 
Countess there now i " 

'^She is^ — ftod she is our frieod; if luy 
Cesirucoo were oDoe within the waUs of that 
casdiBi I were b^ppy/' 

" Whi]e Madonna Dianora -conversed thus- 
.with. Kicciajrdo^ Ruggieri lield a consuUation 
with his friends. The comfortable daylight 
had £aded awaj/apd x^ght brought dagger 
and douUle fear along wuli it. The coa>pa- 
xuonsof Ruggieri. lal in U^erbaaqyuetim^ l^i^ flf 
his;palacej, debating their future conduct: 

louder tone might overpower any sound in th^ 
aiMMa; apd.they litlmei |q i^ter)Ltbo||dl^ &• 
if it were the tread of their coming destmy, 
Riooianio ioined thnni : and Maihi»na Ditt- 
nora was idt aione wiUi her son : they were 
AlfCOL Diiuftora wept, and bddthelMWlof 
•Iter child; while h^ tried to comfort heri and to 
4ri9«t that fofftilude hb bad ollaaiieard iiia 
«tbar fUTKiaa buthis little bp^Ofn syird^ed n\ d^ 
sfrtte of hh iM^tery^ until; the Ug tears roUing 
down bisicilled^%lle jtbrew himself into his mo* 
thefs arms, and sobbed aloud. At this mo* 
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meat some one knocked violenlly at the palaee-v 
gilft. *Tte jUMmUiad GbibeiiM tturlid 0|h 

and drew tbekr sworcbas they rushed towards 

while they listened to the, answers which tba 

••trabgir p»6n:hm who guanl«iHbe.door« 

Ruggieri fald embraced hU wi£e he £^red 
ior kist liqpe. Sto- did not dm watp) 

her iiigh wrou^it ieeiings were fixed on 000 

eBGf^fUdy'* she criedy *i Valperga is your r^iige } 
y oa iMtt knbv dM nd dutt iBidt tti i^^ 

Tiieboy did not answer for a yvhde^ and 
iImq he «riMMded. ^¥ditto lit «bfllc m 

neck^«— You^ dear molhery shall shew. 4t la 

Tb»^v<Hoa of the mail who had disturbed 
llMHi 'by 'liklBttecduiigy lied veamired the inv 
priaoued GhibeUaeiy .and. he was . admitted ■ 
It wfie'llftf^ the^tereaetof Meimr AnlMto 

dei -Adiioari* • A Etor6|>linp by binht. ^nd a 
Ouelphi Anlenk» had - ii0livdd-frMi bit fiadwe 
jy^fi^ fHHitiHUiot( imd^r thff jun|riictiyn of 
the opposite pnrty^ and hedTtml at the castle 
of Vtifm^ oi wimk hw.uiife.ima CaiintoM- 

1 
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the strongest ties of private friieiustahip ; and he 
brought ijiteliigejiica of the decree of ifct i8« 

fCsnUy of thA people; f Our livm ue4km 

,in. safely,"— cried Dianora, w^b a wild look 
fif joy»~<< tbe nttia m dbi MiiediMpes 

pf autuaia^ they iall off Ugbtiyf anil mak^ no 



. ^Tbe night wears apace/' j^aid Marco^ 
and. bcfiwe aumriae yotr aUMt d^wrt; wtt 

you accompany me to V aipergaf 

: ^ Hot 9o^" tefHoA Bug^M I ^ w may be 

beggan^ but we wiU not himhen our triendjst 





p 







towards me* I leave it to him to save what he 
dan' for me frotn tfie ruHie <if my foitHM.'' If 
bis intareat stand high ^eocHlgb^ wilb oiir .ri|l#rf^^ 
iiitreat him to exert it to preserve jd^e^noflfond-; 
ing matts ^f tfajapahi^ni it wa^ tbn 4w^Ung 
of my forefathers, my inheritance ; I lived 

hmt diiriiif lay, hajith dijrajf. and qtot ks- 

hall was graced by the presence of Manfred. 
My b^y jfli^ omdufi riiaan ; midlimAiuff^ 

that he shouki. find the. {kalai:e4)f bis iaibei* ft 
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niin« We cMiiiot<MiMiia near Lucoa^ liiit 

»haU relire to some town which adheres to our 
ptrfif. and ttere-wftit-for better days." 
^«o« made speed, p«para Jns for their 
de|f^tt«iva; the horses were bfought Id the 
iloor; and the stars were fading in the hght o( 
dtLwn, as the cavalcade proceeded through flie 
high and narrow streets of Lucca. Their pro* 
gress was uBfmpeded at the gates ; Ruggieri 
Mi a load taken from bis heart, when he found 
htmsctfy Wkh' Ms wife and child, safe ki* the' 
open country. Yet the teoling of joy was r&- 

« 

pressed by the remembraticb, that life was all 
tba( remained to tbem» and that poverty and- 
obscuilty were to be the hard-visarged iifirses 
of their dedkikig years, the harsh tutors of die* 
young and aspinng Castruccio. 
The exiles purstted thehr^ way slowljr to Fk>- 

■ 

rence* 

FbfMoe wsti Aen iff af frigbtftil state of civil ' 

discord. The GhibeUne% had the preponde- ' 
raMe \ tgit'Ml n day |)«lBed without biawlt * 
and bioodsi^. Ouf^ mites found many of 
ihfimWMMmiedvti tli«ia«4f nmAyod thefame* 

sad erraiid of'Seeking protection from a foreign 
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state. ^ Little CMstrAiccip sa\v maiij" ofiiis dearest 

moved by tbeir;teai^ aiid.compj.aiftt^^ U^J^oame 
nfiawA wilb rage aod .d^re of vQfi§i|Qpe. 
It was by scenes Buch as these, ti)atrpartj.^i-> 
Tit was gtmnMf iiad became so sUong ipi 
• Italy. Childieuj wlui^ tliey were y.etJtcKAjqung. 
to tel ^kfiir Qwn disgraoe, styir tl|e iitftSQry of 
their parents^ aad took efu*!^ vows of uiiy>Iaca< 
ble hatted against their perseciitefs : these 
were remembered in after times : the wounds 
were never seared, but the fresh blood ever, 
beaming kept alive thi^ feelui^ of pat^fm wad 
mger which had given rise to the first blow. 
/TVl^fchejr arrived i^t I^lo^pa^ei th^.yfere. 
wdppmed with kinduess hy the chiefs of the 
Bimichi of Ihatcitj. Chioke.pf Vakys 
just seat ambai'sad^rp. tQ ,tli^ goverjotnent, to 
oSor his mediation in cowposiQg tb^r di&- 
rHMie^ ; and ou tl\at very dity Uie party .uf 

GhitaduMs wfcp coBPposad tbftCQNncil mm* 

bled to deUbemte on tlm.imidious prQ|>obi- 
tfoo.. Ik my tw fbimAy Mppoied Ibane^^ 
that, eniifiely takm up. with tbeij: 0WI4 Mtlaus, 
they ooald oiKbtaMiw ib^iattflk^ 
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otherwise bare done on the ' Lacchetfe '^ile8« 
On the Mi»wiog<bj Rt^g[|MUA SkireM* ' 

• Tlie exiles proceeded to Ancona. This was 

die mtiwlovmbf d» Lady JQMcm; ^tiaduiimf 

were received with liospitality by her relations. 

kum the active hfe of ibex^hief of a party, to the 
umhivbed'atuctioo of an.indifMaal,Mirl» bad 
no interest in the government under which h0 
MwL and had f^'^f ^tf ^ ^^ tlMdiiftiiictMiiMii 
ef rank and wealth for tiiat barren T^^iiscl which 
an oaUiuned bU age migfaH cksm. * Huggiert> 
had been a man of undaunted courage; and. 
Ibia virtue; bring no kmget called inio action, 
a&^mied the aniwarafire of »*»»*^»»^^ attH frirti w 

tilde* Hia dlaairiRtciAaMeiia'ilrfB ^dMrbtooe^g 
attaatifin he naid to the Mhiceiiiiii'i^-'hja joeu' 
O niu e ^i d waawj«p(!and«pri|;My boy, bold, 
in actiQD* raup taift nf rfMneiMiffiiinifL f\wA iWHWi- > 
ed only by hn afibdicHi for hie parents. Rug- 
^000111^^^0(1 ii^ advfiiMfoiiajdie|iP«i^^ 
akid altbou^i he often synipatlnzed m the fears , 

v«ikH(^ out to sea on a windy d^y in a imle 
fair w|thar akift or when be iavir ^i«%:¥|i^^ 
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out bridle or saddle, mouot ab<H^, and^ head* 
ing a band of hb dompanioiSt rida off to th* 
woods, yet he never permltlsed himself to ex* 
fum Ifaese ftan,' or clieck liie daring at bk$ 

3o Gastniccb grew up mcAvt $ light and 
graceful of limb, trusting that by his owa 
]Mme»ke'iilioiild aliMiy8.€8cape« Yetthabojr 
was not without prndence ; he aeenied to per- 
etiTO inatiiictUrely the finks of potaibUily, and 
would often repress the fool^hagdinefts of Jns^ 
compamons, and shew bis suparior judgement - 
andpatienceiosuriBOuotii^ iheswKMliffiottltias 
by slower and ^rfer means. Ruggieri disci-* 
plkMd him b«t«>«» ia «U tfa«du|ies at alwigbt 

mid a soldier j he wielded a lance adapted to 
his iiaa, sbot with bom and arrows, and tboa o« 

C€6sary studies to which he applied, became, 

oil aoeoimt of tfaair aetm aalMo, ite-sQ^^ 

inexhaustible amusement to him. Accompa* 
iiied by a tNiop of kds, dMjr wocrid ftign soM 

court surrounded by an <^ld wall, or some rumed 

tewar, to to Troy'Towa; or adVf «tber.fiuttoa» 
City of anueot days» and then with miflMC Im* 
/e^lrV^^gs ^ iffrows^ and lanaasy thajr 



Digitized by Google 



attjipBtdf. «ad dtfieoded, .ud practised tboce 

lessons ia tactics which their preceptors incul- 
^alad ai an aariy age/ 

J^uriog the first year of thdr baQisbmeol; 
bia sftolbar died ; her weak frame wast destroy^ 
^4 hardship, aod disappointment* ^he re« 
oaammAed bar aoa to bia foiher in terms of 
tender love ; and then closed her ^es in peace*- 
Tlris iiaatsiiiwlanfla^for ^poiyderaye time uru 

terrupted Ma i itiidic a^^ '^Hk tathery vWgho loved 

/ to wh oi i i' lie -c gfild 4Son6de 4liose regrets which 

iB||iiiliBt^idfljtiin tij'iir"jilflr ws^9^^ ^^^^^ 

now lamented her wilbtaxceasiwgnef*^ , ^^^.^ 

"^iilMiiiHWt^^ cbaek the ailei^ tear ihut 

: stai ted into the c^o of Ca4>u uccio, when, re- 

liions, iic was 110 longgf,^^i^ly:i^Ct|t^^by his mo- 
lIlHykg^ woiiid 
x^fyl^ 4^e li^iio^x he wished to im{»:ess« 
; jB^ti^if« iifos conao^fl fiov^aiihU past aiisfor*- 
tu|)aaA>Jf the promi&ipg^aieaU) and disposjyuon 
q^^MMWy Md pafeotaLtfliMlerQess, tlie strongest 
^ fl^^sji,oa% -b^t 5^tei): t^e xno^^.fi c^ortuiiate^ 
^as to him the sonbeam^ soIijLjsury, l'^^^^^ 



Digitized by Google 



16 TAL^EE^A. [Chi U 

ivfaicb enlightened his years of exile and iiiAr« 
inity. ' . * 

Yet at the moment that he most enjoyed 
this blessings his security was suddenly dis* 
furbed. One morning Castruccio disappeared; 
4nd the following perplexing note addressed to 
his father, was the only trace that he left of his 
intentions:—* * ' 

* • Pardon mc, dearest father j I will return 
in a very few days; I am qnite safe,' therefore 
do not disquiet yourself on my account. Do 
not be Very angry with me; for; although I am* 
indignant at my own weakness, I cannot resist! 

well assured that in less than a f(»rtnig^l 
your unworthy son will be at your feet, 

- «Ga«rocgw/* 

This was lihe year lSt)4, when CastHiccio 

was fourteen years of age. Kuggieri Roped and 
trusted that he was skfe, ahd'tteat-he wbbld 
fulhl his promise and soon return ; but be wait- 
ed with inexpressiMe «rtidetyi' 'The ort*e-of 
Castruccio's Uight was curious^ shewing at 
once tlxe manners of flie age and ^kxM9if*m 
which they lived, and the imaf^natioa and dis- 
position of the boy» .> . • . i / 
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CHAPTER II. 

• ^ • • • » , 

A TRAVELLER had arrived at Aocoodr Ij^oib 

Flomice^and had difiUsed the ioleUigence that 

a atmnge and trtfmaodoua ^[le^tade ^would 

be exhibited there po the iuit of May of that 

jeMi It:jaad beaa pcocUuoed ia«U^ .stree^ 

rity, by a hm-ald sent by tlie inhabitant! 

ot the ijuarter^ 3aa »t f ^diaQo^ that all v^k> 

wahed to have news from tlie other world, 

^•hwkl re{iairi2a the fii^t o£Ai(ay to the bridge 

of Garraia or to the qu^y of the Arno. And 

Ims addedy that he believed that preparations 

were made to exhibit Hell, sucb as it had been 

deraibed ia a poem now writiog b; Dante 

Alighieri, a part of wluch had beea read^ and 

.hidipmrnetatbeiuulertaldiig^ . 

, This acpount raised the curiosity, and fired 
• • • » 

imagiiptioil Qf C^atTHCcio* The idea darU 
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ed into his head that he would see this won- 
derful exhibition ; and no sooner had he con- 
ceived the possibility of doing so, than his de- 
termination was fixed. He dared not ask his 
father's permission, for he knew that he should 
be refused ; and, like many others, he imagined 
that it was better to go, not having mentioned 
his design, than to break a positive command, 
'lie felt remorse at leaving his father ; but cu- 
riosity was the stronger passion, and he was 
overcome: he left a billet for Kuggieri ; and, 
during the silence of a moonlight night, he 
mounted his steed, and left Ancona, While pro- 
ceeding through the streets of the town, he seve- 
ral times repented, and thought tliat he would 
return ; but no sooner had he passed the walls, 
' than he seemed to feel thejoy of liberty descend- 
ing on him ; and he rode on with wild delight, 
while the mountains and their forests slept under 
the yellow moon, and the murmur of the placid 
ocean was the only sound that he heard, except 
tKe trampling of his own horse's hoofs. " ^' 
Riding hard, and changing his horse on the 
road, he arrived in five days at Florence. He 
experienced a peculiar sensation of pleasure, 
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4MBy^ ^Joae. on -tha' bare .Apeaoiaes^ over 
•which t)ie£e9M wkidiiiiept^ he felt free; tliere 
'W«0'<io Md MW faitti to ecwtrat bit mMoiiSy 

to ordtr- lum to stay or go; but bio own wiH 

-goMedliie'prQgreM^ mift^ or A<mf w liie 

rious tbougbts that arose in his mind iaipelied 
tfoi. He :f«te4M*if ae^iftr tk^t qniek^gliciod 
over him^ was a part of bis- own nature^ and 
hift-8i«A'aU>Dg'JvrWi il; aoipilM'Of liflbo- 
tioa mingled with these inexplicable senMU 
4io6ii*t ' his tbiMigiitt^ Waadtrdl'to hi* iktokm 
towB ; he siifik^ bit pagination to dwelt 
up(^ WfliMbd ^rtlM iM miglit iMttlM 
from esifei aod 'to luxujaate in dreams of power 

At lengtb^ h^iu*!^ ved at the fair cky of ^ Eloi* 

Mobsd^&om, Itis^lin le the scene of itctioii. As 
iii)^e^ij|AIMH^liedy lifB <>Mifved tbi^ siiwtiririNKiiC 

l>loeked up by the muiutudes that* poured to 
^he same spot ; md^fiot being acquaifiltd ^/9tllk 
the low% he fouBd- ^ai be ^ad^better lollow 
the multitude/ ^hftn seek a way of his own, 
®ffiie» ideng byjlbe<:fOi¥d, bsL at toogtb caaoji 
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in aight of the Arno. It was covered by boata, 
od whicb icaAildings wetecseelHl^fauogwiftb 
black cloth| whose accumulated drapery lei^t 
Jife to tfie flaimft, which the glate of day WfuM 
otherwiae have ecHpse4« la the midbi oUt^^es^ 
^flmies mov^d legioiii «£ ghi^% <in4 ^iHllitri 

Ahapea, some with, hofttfrtf ^^^ hmi'^mi 
tK)rribIe wings ; ^Akm the pated^repr cs f m a i 

itives^ of the Monil^m Jmmi^¥,f^ Myf\^ rimsk^ 
burst on the air, scf^^md-^kumiisifiimi^ 

• ■ , * 

and the terrible tfieet olr «iielir»« mmn^m^^ 
utore than an actual rep f c e^ntmion what 

tkrn rlfintmi ia iha lanAAiAAiiAa .fiC thAJUMfiiap 

tors, endued with tlie vivid colours ofcfbftM^ 

^ CastTMCcip felt, a chill of horror run throuf^ 

jnoraent as a raa^l^. rather than a representa* 

Xhe earth had opened to di;>pjaj c.-o luysteries 
iif the hsAmd worfd; whm 4¥ddenl; a 

loandou^ cr^sh stamped with tenfold horror tb^ 
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which a coantiieift muiutiidc »toe4»»<»^ abave 

the other, looking on the river, fell. Castruccio 
•mriu iNii|>t(kH3ieMq^ aad the ciimd acch 

shake, and willi a sudden shriek he stretched 

oot im anns, n iS be* omiid nmt tbom who 

stood on it. It fell in with a report that was 
MMPbfNiatod fisos iba houi rii Ihat liMd tha 
Arno ; and even, to the hills which close tl^ 
vaUay, it iab dl oww d along Am tkf, accompa- 
med by fearful screams, and voices thai called 
OQ the mama af- iboaa whom they ware nam 
more to behold* The confusion was bejOiMji 
d e acii p ri aa tenribla ; iobw flying, oten fM^eia- 
iog towards the banks of tba river lo help the 
suAhnera i ill, as hflBMt^ a si ipd wMi a smpir-* 
slUious dread, which rebuked ihem. for having 
DihniciBisd^ tba -droadftil nFfttarm of tfinf nsk* - 
gion, aad which burstibrth in rlainaroin» axr 
damations and wild horror* The herabm^of 
Cai^niccio ttiMi ha a^iad with aageroaas « 
the opportunity of an opening in the crowd ; 
and, gettbig iato a by sirett, ran with what 
speed he could, while his knees still shook be* 
naatb bun, from tba spot he io tbe monaog as 
eagerly sought. The souad of the shrieks be* 
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g^n to die «w«y on hUcarb e fat e ii a ahckeDed 

his speed. 

The first idea that struck him^ as he reco* - 
vered h» toealhi was~^ I am escaped fixxa - 

HellV^And seeing a church open, he with 

atl iitslinctive impuke enkeved its doora* Ue * 

felt as if he fled from the powers of evil ; and, . 
if he needed protection, whece should he eeek 
it with more confidence, than in the temple 
ifhere the good God of th a umvefse was 
worshipped r It was indeed as a change ixom 
Hell to Heaven, to have escaped from tte jeat- 
Img of the crowd, tlie dreadful spectacle of 
mimicked torments, .the unearthly crash that 
bellowed hke thunder along the sky, and the • 
shrieks of thedying — ^to the silence of the eospty 
churchy th^ faint smell of incense, and the few 
qui^t lights diat burned on the high akar. Cas* 
trucao was seisoed with a feeling of awe as he 
walked up the aide ; and comcience, alive at 
Uiat moment, reproached iiim bitterly for hav* 
ing qni tied -his fether* When the idea struck 
hies — <^ it 1 had be^ on that bridge^''— 4)e 
could no longer resist his emotions; tears ran - 
fast down his cheeks, and he, sobbed aloud. * 
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A.niftOf. whom he Lad not perceived be&>re 
kneeling in a niche beside the altar, aioae on 
bearing the voice of grief, and drew near .tlie 
l»ay» Why do you weep?''-^4ie said* Cas* 
trucci^^ wlia bad not beard bis approach, 
look^kl up with surprise ; for it waathe inoice 
of Marco, .tbe .servant of bis father's biend^ 
Messer Antonio dei Adimari. Marco in«« 
staatljr recogoiksed bam ; tor who tbatbad once 
3een, could ever forget his ,dark eyes, shadc4 
liy Ipog, poioled lanbes, bis suo-brighl^-hairy 

and bis counteuaDce that beamed with sweet 

tnukoam and penuaakm I Tbe boy threw 

himself into the arms oi his humble, but aiiec? 
tionate firioad, and wepi there for same tioie; 
When hfi had become, more cabn, his slorj 
was IdU in a fisw -words. Marco was not in* 
cIiBfid to hnd iault with an adventurous spirit, 
and soon oonsoled bi«(u~'* Yea are 'safe,"~ 
he said ; so there is no barm don^. Cogie, 
this is^raiher a^fortDnvteevrat than otherwise ^ 
Vtf lord and lady are;, in Ir lorence ; you sliall 
stay a niglit ^\ikk- them ; and to-morrow mom*- 
kig we will send you home to your anxious 
fiitber/' 



• 



The eyes of CiistmG^^iipitlM ivkfa^'b^ 
"^" Euthanasia is here? " * 

* * Quick then, dear Marco, let us ga,— How 

The life of Messer Antooib^d^i Adimari had 

beeji spent m the nuBtftry mad eml senrice of 

lus country j lie had often been Prior e; and 
now»that«ge and Uindnm M . catted MHi' 

to withdraw from the offices of the state, his 

couhadf weffe Migbr ibd-aMd vtfos^ krf M 

successors. He had married the only daugh- 
ter of the Coimt of ValfMMrga, a iinidftl cbid 

Yt\\Q possessed large estates ia the terntory of 

^ liiiieea* Hia cMla #aB 'MUuiied amoog liie 

Apennines north of Lucca, and his estates 

coofliiled of a 9m ecallaml-filli^^ on 

the peaks of mountains, and rendered almost 
ifiiooesi&ble by MtUte at wifr ai art. 

By the death of her fs^her the wife of Adi- 
ioati iMScaito Oouotess and Casfrlhna .of tiie 
district; and the duties which this government 
imposed upon hfftf dfteo cauaod te fwoval 
of her whoie family from l^orcnce to the cas- 
tle of Valpeiga* it was during tlMO* visitft 
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ll.al Adimaii renewed a friendbhlp that had 
lieftm MbMlttl IwtMrMo him mod Rmgieri 

dei Anteliniiielli. Messer Antonio was a 

Qucl|dit Md had feugbl agiiiisl Manfrad un- 
der the banners of the Pope: it happened 

itmiiig oaa campaign that BuggiMri fell wound* 

ed and a prisoner into his hands ; he attendeii 
Ipm widi humanitgr; and^ when he percaved 

that no care could restore liim if separated 

bom hifl priooQ^ and that ha languished to at- 
tend at the side of Mai^fredj he set him free ; 
and Ifait waa the GQaunenoeiiMQt of a friend- 
ihipf wi|}ich improved bj muti^al good offices^ 
and mom than all by the esteem that thejr bore 
one to the other^ had long allied Uie two bouses^ 
iboQi^ of diffbrant pnities, in the Btriptoet 

■ 

amity. 

' . Adimari condnaed in the semce of his 

country, nntii his infirmitiei» permitted him to 
vithdmw from these active and harasuog 
duties^ aixi^ giving up the idea of parties and 
w$gS to apply himaelf exclusively to fitera- 

t|ue« The spirit of learning; after a long sloep, 

skwk her wiqgs over her favoured Italjr. In- 

\ ♦ 
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estimable treasures of leambg then existed 

in various monasteries^ of the value of wiitdi 
their inhabitants were at length atimlti; and 
even laymen began to partake of that curios^j, 
which madd I^etrarch but a few years after 
travel round £urope to collect manuscripts^ 
and to preserve those wondeHul writings^ now 
mutilated^ but which would otherwise hav# 
been entirely lost. ^ 

Antonio d^ Adimari enjoyed repose in the 
bosom of his family, his solitude cheered by 
the converse wliich he held. with the sageaof 
Rome in ages long par,t. His feitmly consist* 
ed of his wife, two. boys, and a ptl only two 
years younger than CasUuccio. He and Eu- 
thanasia bad been educated togetber timost 
from their cradle. They had wandered han4 
id hand among the wild mountains and ehes- 
nut vvucKis that surrounded her mother's castle/ 
Their studies, their amusements, were in com* 
mon; and it was a terrible blow to each when 
they were separated by the exile of the Amel 
minelli. Euthanasia, whose soul was a deep 
well d love, felt most, and her gUstening eyes 
and infantme complaints told for^aiiy montlis^ 
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men years after^ that she still remembered/ 

and would never forget, the playmate of her 
diiidfatxxl/ 

At the period of this separation Adimari 

wastfaareatdoed bya mi8fortiitte;ite worst that 

could be&ll a man of study and learnings- 

w 

blindoefls. The disease gained pmni, and 

in a year he saw nothing of this fiiir world but 
an universal and impenetrable blaidc« In tlus 
dfeadful state Euthanasia was his only conso- 
lation. Unable to attend to ^ educaliGn'oC 
his bo^s, he sent them to the court of Naples, 
to n^ch he had before 'adhered; and In which 
he possessed many valued friends ; and his girl 
slone remidnedtk) cheer liim with her prattle ;' 
fpr the countess^ his wife, ia woman of lugh 
birili aidd' p&ity> did ^ot sympathhe in Ins se- ' 
dentary occupations.^*^ i will not leave you/'^ 
sdd EtiihaUasia to him one day^ when he bade 
her go and atomse herself^-^^' 1 am mo^t pleased 
uMitle tlitking w?th yotr. Ybu eanncift re^ad now, 
or occupy yourself with those old parcbmentr 
in whicfc you used tb delight. But teU mfe/ 
dear father, could you not teach m^ to read^ 
them to you ? You ihow I can read very well, 

C 2 



and X am never so well pleased as wiien.I pan 
gBt smoae of tbe tniuiNuki^ 
chronicle, to puzzle over. These to be sum are 
^riltmin aoollier lai^age; but I amoot to* 
tjdij^ unacquainted with it; and, if you would 
have a Uttte patimce mik me» I tbipklahdukl, 
be able to uiid^tand these difticult auUior».'* < 
Tba disabled studeot did not disdain aa af* 
^^baate^au ofler* Every one in tho^ days 

ms acquainted wiiba rude and barbanma La« 

^ the knowledge of which Euthanasia now 
eaucbaqged for tte polished language of .Cioero 
and VirgiU A priest of a neighbouring chapel 
was her tutor; and the de«ie of {rieasii g lier 
father made her indefatigable in her exertions. 
TliefifiBt difficulties being conquered, she paaa* 
^ whole daj^ over the§e du&ky manuscripts, 
veaifing to.^ ok^.taao, w)ia fiipnd double 
{Measure ia the aotient poets^as he heard th^r 
wses pronounced by his beloved fiuthanann. 
^he efiect of this /educatioii on her mind wad 
advantageous and nMnpcable ; she did not tc- 
quij^ ^bat narrow id»/of the present ^mp^^ 
as if thejF and tbe world wem tho same^ 
which characterises the unlearned ; she saw 
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and marked tbe fevoluttohs that had bm>, and 

the present seemed to her only a point of rest, 
from ivhich tnne was torenew U» flif^^ acaU 
tering change as he went; and, if her voice or 
act could mingle aught of good in these chaogeSf 
this it was to which her imaj^natiun most ar- 
dently aspineid* She ivas deqdy penetrated 
by the acts and thoughts of those men, who 
despised the spirit of party, and grasped tUb^ 
universe in their hopes oi virtue and indepen* 
dence. 

' ' Liberty liad never been more devotedly wof* 

' shipped than in tfie TepubMe of Florence : tlie 
Gueljd^s boasted that their attachment to the 
cause of freedom might Avei what iHt^tery re. 
<x>rd8 of the gli»rious days of antiquity* Adi« 
ihari^had allied himself to this party, because 
he thought he saw in the designs and princi* 
ple< of its leaders die germ of future indepen- 
dence for Italy. He had ever been a ferment 
adv ocate for the freedom of his fellow citizens ; 

' iMit he cau{^ the ^int with double' fervour 
from the Roman writers; and often, not see- 

' tng the litde finry form ^t sat at his feet, he 
forgot the age of his companion, and talked in 
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high sUaias of that ennoblmg spirit^which he 
iolt ia hia. jitniMt heart* 'KitfKttiin«> heaid 

^luad understood ; hei- soul, adapted for the r^- 

^QBptioD 9f att goQ4t drained the axp of^otptieat 

feeling that her father poured out j>efora hcT^ 

3pd b^r eyes «hoiie with ibe, deep, enplioa* 

Jbler }oupg thoughts ,dart€;d into futurity^ tp 

ufiog aad the r#ign of peace for all ^e work^: 

to liigh song aud glorious action. 

Siicb was. the iMjiiratifliii ef iJM'fideiid of 
(i^^truccio, whUe he learned all ^ivalrous ac« 
jfs^^tshpmts uadar. the twiifuk c( his aobie 
, dtbi^ ait Aucod^ ; and myv^ after three years 
,,lfyiea^, thcgr^ffiet ei ftpwiP^ Ottlber htanpg 
by forgeduhiesa wrpngfd^^tbe, iri^d^lijp. ibfff 

When Marco led his young fi;ietrd (q, the 
.|M4i|0B.of Adimarif ii^ fopnd hw owster afl4 
the countess reccuying thp viaits of som^ of tt)e 
Gnelph parl^ ; end ;)ie koefi^ tbi^lMs VTMJIO 
. tim^ or placQ to intjr.ofiuce tb<^ youiy Ghibe- 
finei Btt^ ep they passed |iVim;tiie-gffge| bell. 



I 
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rippirinng asm itar from bdiia4 n domL^^' 1 

bring your exiled frieud/' said Marco ; " Cas- 

tniOGiQ iIm AntdmiwiUi acom to tiait yoo.'' 

CaoU uccio in Floience ! " cried Eutliana^ 
M; awd wbracad htm whh ajileriy afeo- 

tion. " But how, dear friend, do you venture ^ 

wtbki ifaM waUi yaiir ftttbor here f~but 

this is no place to ask all die qu^tions that I 

«this room ; none but my father wiUflilter here ; 
•and nom yoa ahaU tan me ail Ikal hm paaaad 

-since you quitted Lucca." 

Gaaitiiacao'flaMltti fiti^aaiiki iMttniU^ 

he thought^ feed for life oa her sweet looks^ ip 

iftiifli deep laaiihiMty and lw|y thpngbl were 

•pictured^ and a judgeoient aud readjon beyond 
%ar>8paL ikr eyaawnM Ip nad Ua aoii)^ 

while they glistened with pleasure ; be wished 
to haar liar, wfmk^hut aha kaiMad tlMt tta fate 
iboald be iifst told, of how he liad hved at 
AocoDa/aod iwwliakail vailtiified to FloMMd. 

She gently reproaebed him for having left hii 
tektar; 'and tbaH md^r*^ But I nuial iMifday 

vtbe hypocrite , I ain giad you ai^ eoM\ for it 

•ff^wd MM pliiaaii iUm I can «pBM, to 
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see you again. But I hear my father's step; 
I must go and lead him, and tell him of the 
bii anger- visitor he has got." 

Castraccto enjoyed tbe most heartfelt plea- 
sure^ as he sat between Euthanasia and her 
father* Their mannera towards him were af- 
fectionate, and their conversation best calcu- 
lated to fiU an exile's bosom with hope and 
. j4)y. He waa^tokl by them, that if they now 
parted, he must look forward to tbe moment 
wlien he and his father should be recalled with 
honour to their couhtiy. Adimari oould not 
see the bright eyes and ardent mien of the boy ; 
but he heard wHh pleasure the detail of hi|^ 
occupations at AncoMt and easily perceived 
that Ms young mind slept not on the present, 
dreamless of the future* He encouraged hia 
aspirations to honour^ aad exhorted him to be 
£ftithful to the lessons of his father* 

The charmed hours flew pasli, and the 
lowing morning they were to separate* This 
consideration, as evening came on, threw mom 
solemnity into their lool^s and talk. Castruc- 
cio became pensive, and gazed on his Mend, 
as a tiefttuie that he waa about to kee, pev- 
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haps for ever. Euthanadia was slleal ; her ejes 
were bent to eaftli ; and the vartitig colour 
her cheeks slievved that she was revolving some 
thought hi b^ mindy to- which she knew not 
how to give utterance. At length she raised her 
eyesy. and said ^ We part to^ioiorroWy Gas* 
truccio^ as we have before parted^ — for many 
years I fear. But there are two kinds of se* 
paration. One^ during which we sufier time 
to oMitmite the past^ as we should if death/ 
that parting to wbicli no meeting succeeds^ or 
a meeting inr which HI private ties are supeK* 
seded, had been the cause, of the separaticna. 
But there is another ; when we cherish the 
memory of the absent, and act (ot them as if 
they were with' us ; when to remember is a 
paramount duty. This is alone practicable 
between friends, when each tn his meditations 
is sure that the other thinks alsQ of him : then, 
methinks to reflect on the words and looks of a 
friaad, is as if one absolutely saw him. Let 
this be our separation. We are both fami- 
har with the ideas of virtue aqd self-sacrN 
tice j let friendship be joined to these, to make 

* 

aU sscrifice l%ht, and vhtoe more. deli(^tfalv 
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fct^unes are in store for us ; what losses, per-' 

in after jinxes taint pur iiiames. In calumny \% 
it to ihA iiMMM ia of our ■■^^^^ti iKai im mimi 

turn; for they alone can knoiy how pure the 
hMCi ii» vith which tliBif vmB AccuiAiniAd At 

the tiipe when disguise could have nu ejii&tence^ 

9on6olation. CastrMCf^io, I kmvi thfityou wil( 
dishoDOttr yotmfllf; andt iwiniw, if 

in any hard struggle jou w^t a friend who 

vaUl ^wiQol^ ami Kw gymngffiY l|Wf QOflfijdttiaB. 

and help you as far as her power w^ii permit| I 

. Euthanasia was yet a chilc^ whep piade ^ 
lUa pmoise. But 4i» ^miw C^i^tnu^do^.l^ 
friend of her infancy, a youth of high birth 
•ad nobly bn^ an wtaitt and an exile; .aha . 

had heard and read Jbow few friends tlie uxi- 
CafiiiiiaiA £iicL And nMMtt nitaf ffmninnted thoea 

^^W(^P ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ f^^^^^^^^^^ ^^^^^^^^^ ^^B^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^HP ^^^^^ ^^^•^^W^^^^F^^^P^ ^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

sepM^enls, to which the |r«^«iku^s of her aa^ , 
ana her ta.aiia uttBcaaofi. She 

that Castruccip had a J^ep <aflection for her^ 
aad iha hoaxL ihat a nmaiiia ihaA valiintaaK 

^^^^^^^^ 9^^^^^^^ ^^^^^^^P^^^^^^P "^^^^^^V^ ^^^JP J^PV^^^^^^^"^^^^ ^^^^^^^^^^^ " ^^^^^^^^^P^^^^^^^^^ 
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And solemDf would be a qonsplation io him 

ifauilDc ftdw^^t He lidi Ihe kifldBM <tf her 

jnotive, and replied earoestl}^ : — " I am aa 

jBuJe^ fiHjl 0*11 60 m gwd 10 yeu mlio m 

prosperous; mine must be barj'en tbaokd* 

Yet pot ^ im I 6M mffmmk6^ U 

our fortunes ctm^^j of being ;our friend; your 
bodghly yiHir rock, m ^rima* yw may hmiA , 
your hope ^JoA tn^t in ey^ry a>i9fprlune/* 

The next mofmiig, iMcmpuMl by Mbtoq^ 
C^^trvMCcio ^tl^ riorence. In bis mind 
tbeDe was a mixUm cf gnaf^t having left^aiid 
joy at hsi\mg once more se^^ Eutb^asia. 
Every word that she had saidi m& every look 
^f her lovely eyes^ were treasured iu )m soul 
— lo be a conaolatioii and aopportift tmible, 
end an incentive to noble epdeavour* Adi- 
mari liad taken an afictiQiialelesve ef him^ 
tj^ing ium, tbaty as far es e poor Uio4 mm 
couMy he would promote his interests, and 
seize tbe first opjportuaitjf, if such shoukiofier^ 

• 

oC procuring a repeal far his exile.' There wet 
a kindness, and disoaction ia the manner of his 
aged friend, that touched the heart of the boy ; 
fu4 io a^ tioies he though he peaoeifed a 
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taidm w mi mg m hid ImI wcnrdB, inrtndt be 

interpreted in a manner that gave a sober stea* 
Jiiiiw to wtMt be #oiik} othttrfnae bife eoii^ 
sidered as another aii;y bubble of the enphan* , 
MM Hdlpe. ^ iUHMmber,'' Mid the 
ble Fioreotbe^ *^ that I approve of^ and love 
foa; mdif y&a beoome thftt wbieb your 
ieiiU and dawning virtues promise^ you may in 
futaive be my dMt ittToufile. Mow, fimwdl; 
and do not forget me or mine I" 

TbiiB cheersi]> tbut bao]!^ vp by hopes of 
fuUue good fortune and advancement, which 
bed before been too deeply mingled vritb faur^ 
Cestmeeio returned mlb a light lieart to his 
felber, bie soul more than ev^ beat upon im>^ 
provement and the accomplisiiment of no bie 
deeds* . And now, foi]pvea byfais amdoospei 
nmt far die grief be had- occasioned hitn, iiis 
daya woio away, as ifaey were woo^ in delight^ 
iul tdsics. • • . • ' ' • 

. Time passed^ on, winle onr young esquire 
was preparing himself for his future c^^rcer i 
^ ttiengtheniag fab aMod by stady, and bis body 
by toiL . His step assumed the tirmness of one 

wbo does not fcar, and wbo, wilh bss eye fised 
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one point, will not be daunted by Ute sha- 
UU9P9 ■ unk luv oeifveen dibi no ins* CMWtwi 
suo. His eyes^ before beaming with iiaukness 
ftad engaging evpMtMtiy now spartied willi 4 
profoundei' meaning. Ue entered bis seven- 
Mttll^ ytNUTy «id he*w«s p o nderi ng upon Ao 

fit beginning to his life^ and hoping that hts 
iraMf imuio Dov oppose omi 'tarvent Mure to 
quit what he tliuught a hfeless s(^tude ; when, 
as ft young bodiery P^^piBg from a rock, » 
puibod into the bea^ and forced to exert the 
p o wOT jof wfaiGh ho - was before only dreamt 
ing, 80 chance threw Castruccio fioni his 
quiol nook^tnto the widosea of care^ to siiilc or 
swino^ as fate or tiis own good strength might 
aid him* • % ** 

* His fadier died. A mahgnant fever, brought 
by soaBelfoding-vesMs.i]tpm the Levant, raged^ 
in the town of Ancona, and Kuggieri was one 
of its ettiimt Tictiflis* As soon as'he was at* 
tacked, he knew he must die, and he gazed 

poo ms xnoj wnn wiep leuueiiiess ano •care* 
1 o be cast so joung on life, with a mind burn- 
k|f withaf4our,8U(id'iMieifMd wttii e v er y g iacef 
«-*4he fa^ graces of youth, so easily and so 
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jbim not to QQia^ near bin d^nog lu» UUiess^ 
sdhiGli WW nootdi^iy coatagiom: blft 6inU 
il]g that Cadtmccio waited oa |iim by H^&^kb^ 
he ftk that ll wwin ^teia.lo oppose ; and^only 
MiliP^Uifig i^iip to use every kQagioabi^ pre. 
caution^ they spenl ibeltBtfaoonof 'Riifipeii^ • 
li^ together* The iever wa* too violeat to 
pmnUaay regular eooverattdoa; but tfas dying 
fiith^r e&horted him to remember his former 
IdMooB^ and- lay tbioi to Ua faeart* ^ I ham 
writtea a letter," said he, which you wiU 
drimtoFranoBacodeGiiinigi. HewasoM 
of my dearest hdNBods^ and of high birth api4 
iovtuae^ ia Itfoca; but aoiry bka me^ be ia 
an exile, and has taken refuge at the town of 
Esle in liombeidy* If im atitt pieaervM m 
adversity that generosity which before so h^^y 
^hekiQguiibed biin, you wU leia feel the km of 
yo^r father. Go to him, my Castruccio, and 
be guided by his advice: he will direct jmhi 
how you i^aa most usafu% employ your time 
while mmtcmtt firom your country. LieMr 
to bim with the same deference ti^t you baise 
^hraya; iheM^ to 9>c^ &r he ii one of tfie fiw 
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jiUf^^^nd uQthmgae^ ogGn upoa m» the juon^ 
fMiwHuit I am dboak tp quit k.^' 

tfinrtiinifift OKbortaliciie. Hit {Mmittl tm* 

(j^oeg^ did jiot des^t lum i» im last momeiUft-; 
•nd. be died -aitlcang a sigQ tlitt io Uevw 
tb^^ skoulilf^a'm iae«t« Castruccio was oveiv 
whelmed by grief at bU km. But grief wet 
fiOQQ fiUeoged by paio; he bad inhaled the 
peatUcmial air firom die dying braeth ef Ua 
ther, apd waa apeediiy hke bun stretched oo^ th(^ 
lied of iidaieM. YelnaiUkeldmhadheeiqr 
leivier nujrsfif to watgh his tever^ and admioi* 
atertQhiflweati;eiwtryoMjgtedipiHnlhechanee 
of death ; and it was only tiie excellent consb-t 
tiitioii<«f the boy cbat enabled him to recover. 

Io a laonth atteriiif fa)bei:'a death, buaseif 
iff appeamaoe nieee deed dian ffife^ heecewW 
ed.aat&am his a]^i:tm60t to breathe the eci^ 
Keemng air of the tea* A mud awept over 
i W cbiUed bia inuaac^ wbile the duajty sky 
filled bim with doBpoodeiiey. But this wea 
a jraoaieBit h^Haf^i jiMj. ^y dajf he gained 
•ii:eDgth, and wilhirtj^i^igt^ mi heehh retunwl 
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the buofftnt spirits of youth. The first lively 
feeling that he experienced, was an ardent de* 
sire to remove ftom Ancona. Duiiog bis iU* 

uess he had bitterly felt the absence of many 
whom he oonsidared dear and &m friencte; 
When he was able to enquire for those whoax 
he had inwardly reproached as &lse, he found 
that they were dead. The pestilence had vi- 
sited them, and felled them to the ground, while 
he. bi uised and half broken, raised his head 
when liie deadly visitation was over. These 
disappointments and losses pressed on his 
, soul; and he experienced that feding which 

^ Secdves us at every age, tliat by chaugt; oi 
pl^ce, he could exchange bis unhap{qr sensa* 
tions for tliosc of a more genial nature. The 

^ Vrainy season had begun ; jtm^he would not 
delay his departure; sof^, taking an agonizing 
farewell of the gfaves of his friends, and of those 
of his beloved parents whom he could never 
see more, he left Adcona. 

"The beauty of the mountains and the pictu- 
resque' vieWs for a Mobile beginled his thoughts, 
lie passed through the country where Asdru- 

bal, the brother of HaiinKbal,'W&s defeated and 
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slain dn the motintain which still bears Ut 

name. A river runs at the base; and it was 
clotfied by trees now yellow and red^ tinged 
tlms by the winds of autumn, except where, 
cluster of ilexes gave Kfe to tlie sotoery. Aa 

he advanced, the rains poured down, and the 
hWh, now more disttot, were hid in mUt ; wirife 
towards the east the gloomy Adriadc filled the 
air with its restless murmurs. Castruccio had 
passed swiftiy through this country before, 
when he went to the Festa d' Inferno at Fid* 
rence. It was then adorned by the fresh 
spring ; the sunbeams illuminated the various 
folds of the mountains, and the hght wavria 
coursed one another, dancing under the daz- 
'sfing light* Castrueeio remembered this ; and 
he gazed sullenly on the sky obscured by a 
tliidc woof of bliuik cloiida, and reproached 
tliafc with changing^ as his fortune changed. 
Yet^ refleoting oo {he chimoes that bad <>ccii#- 

l«d during his last journey, lus imagination 
wandered to Eutbanasia, and paused lliere, 
resting with delight on lier beloved image. ^ 
. He pttaaed dnxmgh many towns; «moQg 
whi(di he. bad no fitiexvl^j and sought for non^ 
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rYe^ if be bad desired protectioni several of 
tbese were* ruled by Ghibdme laids^ who 
would have welcomed biin with hospitality* 
JEUmini was then governed by the husband of 
Francescay. whose hapless fate is immortalized 
.by Dante. • She was- dead; but the country 
vpeople^ with a mixture of pity and rebgious 
rborror^ still qpdce of her as the lovelieat ciM- 
ture tfa,at had ever dwelt w earth, yet for whose 
lost •oulyt cood^naed. ' to elmsl patMu^ thigr 
.dared not even pray* 

Castruccio jouniqf^< slowly on« ' He waa 
^weak .and iwable tp epdure continued exer* 
, ;iGise« Yet his mind recoveied dqgrees its 
^wonted length ; and knagHiation^ ever at 
work^ pictured Us future life, brilliant with 
•f^fi'iQg lovoi tram^cend^ot with |[tory and sui^ 
icess. Thus, in sohtudey while no censuring 
could icheck the exub^ant vamty^he would 
throw his arms to the north, the soutli, the 

rMs^ and thaive^ty cFying,^^ Tbeve-^*^na-r 

there, apd tliere, bhali my feme reach 

jl^aoo^ towards heaven t—^^ and even th^re, if 

Jtmn wiy dtoh tbegUppieji^y s>d» el the iird^ 
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IMilace of eternal fame^ there also will X be re- 
corded.*' 

was yet a boy ia his seveateeatb year 
when he said^is. His ciesires were after- 
wwdi to a coQ&iderable ezteot iulfiUed : would 

"he not have beea happier, if they had failed, 

9mi yti^^ titoMtotf obiicfm^; budwok witl^ X 

the millions that compose the naUuas of the 

" « . - » 

-&nkJi'5 

■ 
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.... CHAPTEJl UI. 

Fnmeis Guinigifike^mtiiiary PiMunftf^CSKf- 

truecio re$id^ mk^ him om Ywr» 

Casveuccio ptmeA thfough Bologn% Befw 
rara wad Rovigo^ to arrive at £ste« It was oot 
the most fk^ooraUe period for m visit to Loibk 

bardy. The beauty of that country consists io 
its exquisite vegetation : its fields of waving 
coniiplaated with rows of trees to which vines 
are festooned, form prospects, ever varying in 
their combioatioos, that delight and refresh 
the eye ; but autumn had nearly stript the 
landscape^ and the low lands were overflowed 
hj the inundation of various rivers* Castruc- 
cio's mind, fixed on the imagination of future 
events, found no amusement in the wintry 
scene ^ but he saw with delight the mountains 
that were ibe bourn of his joumqr, become 
more and more distinct* Este is situated nearly 

nt the foot of the fiuganeao hiHsy on a decU^ 
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yity overlooked by an extensive and picturesque 

castie^ beyond which is a convent ; the bills 

rise from behind^ from whose heights you dis- 

cover the vast plain of Lombardy, bounded to 

the west by the far Apennines of Bologna, and 

to the east .by the sea and the towers of Ve- 
< • • - 

nice* 

Caslruccio ascended the hill iinmediately 
above the town, to seek for the habitation of 
Guinigi. The autumnal wind ssvept over it, 
scattering the fallen leaves of the chesnut 
wood : and the swift clouds, driven over the 
boundless plain, gave it the appearance, as 
their shadows came and went, of a heaving 
sea of dusky waters. Castruccio found Gut-i^ 
nigi sitting at the door of his house ; it was a 
low-roofed cottage, that seemed more fit for 
the habitation of a peasant, than of a inau bred 
in camps and palaces* .Guinigi himself was 
about fort^ years of age : the hardships of war 
had thinned the locks on bi^ temples before 
thinr time, and drawn a few Unes ia his face, 
beaming as it was with benevolence. The 
aparkUng intelligence of his eye was tempered 
by gentleness and wisdom; and the stately 
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mien of the soldier had yidded somewhtt to* 

iiis late rustic occupations ; for, since hi^ exile 
he had tnmed bis sword to a pbuglishar^ and 
be dwelt with much complacency oa the 
change. 

As Castruccio first saw him, he was gazing 
untb the moat heartfelt and boievdeat )flea« 
sure on his boy^ a child of seven years of age, 
who was busy with the peasants^ drawing off 
wine from the vats; for it was just the time 
when the vintage was finished, and die last 1»* 
hours were bestowed on tlie crushed grapes. 
The youth paused : but for the air of dignity 
diat was visible beneatli ins rustic dress, he 
could not have believed that this was hisiaiher^a' 
friend; his father, who in exile never forgot' 
that he was a soldier and a knight* He gave 
the letter; and, when Guinigi had read it^ 
he embraced the orphan son of his old com*' 
rade, . and welcomed him with a cordiality 
, that wanned the heart of Castrucdo. The 
name of a stranger soon struck the ear of Ar« 
rigo, his little son, who came with joy to greet 
him, bearing a large basket of grapes and figs« 
Qttinigi was much amused by tlie evident as- 
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Umishniefit widi wluch lib guesiregftrded die 

appearance of the house and its master^ and 
said*>— You come to tiie dwelling of a pea*' 
saat wko eats the bread his own hands have 
iowu ; this is a new scene for you, but you- 
will not find it uninstructive. To my ^es, 
which do not now glance with the same fire at' 
yours^ the sight of the bounties of nature^ and 
of" the harmless peasants who cultivate the 
earthy is far mocQ delightful than an army of 
knights hasting in brilliant array to deluge' 
the fields with blood, and to destroy die bene« 
ficial hopes of the husbandman. But these 
are new doctrines to you ; and you perhaps 
will never, like me, in the deep sincerity of your 
heart, prefer this lowly cottage to. yonder roa*^' 

jestic castle.** 

To say die trudi, Castrucdo was gready 
disappointed. As he had ascended from the 
town, and saw a gay banner wavmg from' the ^ 
keep of tlie castle, as he heard the clash of 
armour, and bchdd the ttun-beamt glitter tMl' 
the arms of the centmel, he hoped that he 
should find life future protector a fistvourite* 
whh the happy chief. He would, be felt, have^ 
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accosted hliii with more respect, if lie had found 

him a monk io . the nei^bouriog mOnaatieryf 
tjian a contented farmer, a peasairt \yhose 
narrow views soared.Dot beypnd the wkie-vat 
and the ox's stalL 

These were the first feeliogs that occurred 
to Castruccio : but be soon found that he was 
introduced to a new world in the society of 
Guinigi ; a world with whose spring of action 
he could not sympathbe, yet which he could 
not contemn. It was characterized by a sun- 
pie yet sublime morality, which resting on na* 
tural ba:5e^, admitted no factitious colouring. 
Gubigi thought only of the duty of man to 
J fuan, laying aside the distinctions of society, 
^ 9jad with lovely humility recognized the affinity 
of the meanest peasant to his own noble nnnd« 
Exercising the most exalted virtues, be also 
cultivated a taste and imagination that digni* 
fied what the vulgar would term ignoble, as the 
common clouds of day become fields of purple 
and gold, painted by the sun at eve. His 
fancy only paused, when he would force it to 
adorn with beauty vice, death, and misery, 
when disguised by a kingly robe, by the trap- 
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poffi of a TicloriouB aimy^ or iht false halo of 
glor^ spread over the smoking ruins of a ra- 
vaged town* Theo his heart sickened^ and the 
baoners of triumph or the song of victory could 
not drive from hb recollectian the varieties of 
deatbj, and the groans of torture tliat occasion 
such enltatioD to the privileged marderers 
of the eaith. 

When Guioigi and Castniccio became in- 
timate, the youth would reason with bim, and 
endeavour to prove^ that id the present dts« 
/iracted state of mankind^ it was better that one 
^ man should get the upper hmd, to rule ifle 
rest. Yes/' said Guinigi| kt one man, if 
it be forbidden to more than ooe^ get tiie up- 
per hand in wisdom, and let him teach the 
rest: teach them the valuable arts of peace 
and love.'' 

Guinigi was a strange enthusiast. Men, 
like Al e x a nd e r and other conquerors, have in- 

dulgad the hope of subduing the world, and 
spreading by ^ir triumphs refinement into 

its barbarous recesses. Guinigi hoped, how 

fiuilely 1 to lay afimndatioii-stoiie for the tem« 
VOL. I. D 



« 



pie of peace amon^ lib EugiMasao Jbie 
bad an cweirflpmiig ttftolion of aouI^ that ooukl 

tto^ a^g£a^ itself to tiie pereoo ot kmj^QSh w 
the aggrancKzement of his country, or be spiri- 
tuftii^ti % roetjipliywicai Ml^atioA of i^ i iea \ 
beauty. It bestowed itself on his fellow-crea-^ 
tuiea^ and to thm .happgr^ mnn^ bi» 

heart with a pleasure expeiicnced by fcw^ 

^his nan* bta iiaaginHriTO flic^feSi bts gk>miig 

beuevulence and his humble uQCupaUooSi wer^ 

an eivffoaa Ihat CMtniocio eouUL Mvar aohcw^ 

But, wliile he neither sympathized with not 

undemtood bim, he quiokly loved Um mtbtbe 

imrmest affection, 

CeMmodo wished to apeak, to hha of hb 
future di^tjiiaUQnj Guinigi said^ Your 
Obm faaa leDQamKided yon to -iny oounaal^ 

and you must allow me to become acquainted: 

mlh Toiif beibie I can you advice. You 

are xexy young ^ and we Med not hurry . G rant 
me ab moolha ; fvewUiiot beidle. Wovrill 
ramble about tbe^uotry : winter is the pea-: 
sanl'aMiuiatiOM^ bo Lam qnitoetyoiireer*: 

vice. Wfi .shall be much tog/ether, and will. 

•1 • 
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diacmi* many subjects ; and bjrdigiMi I fimU 
uoderstaod Ui# fouodatioiui M wbi^ you die 
to tMuld your ftilim life.'' 

Tbfiy traveUed to Padua^ to U>Ydy Yemce^ 
msbg Us head.ftom tiM iwfw cf ooaiD( 
they raoUiiad about tbe«oa0t£M: d^ya tog^tber^ 
having no pitier and Iban to enjoy the beautmt 
of aalur^ Tfaen^ cooung nearer how^ tbey 
ciittriMd tbe Eug^Kiean biHs^ aed penetraled 
their Tficeftflfliw Guuugji Jbad an yltiraiate ob* 
ject in view ; he wished to i mprees en' liie 
nund of hift pupd a Jyove of peaces aoda taate. 
for rural pleasures. One day they were on 
. tlM»ettouiutaf MoDteSebce,«coiiieali>iU.U. ' 
tween Este and Padua^ and Guinigi pointed 
to the Qoumry aioiind^^ What a Paradiie 

is this!" he said. " Now it is bare; but iu 

tfao eoiiiinBr^ wfaaa the 00m waves anunig the 

trees^ aiid tliQ ripening grapes shade the loads ] 

whea en.emy aide you tee happy peasaota 

leading the beautiful oxen to their light work, 
and the aim^ and the air, and the eardi aM 
each labouring, to produce for man all that is 
ntrmmy fat ^faia «qiporl^ and tte gmond . 

covered witli vegetation^ and the air c^uickened 

x> a 
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iato iii&p it U a spoti oa wbkh the Creator of 
tiM worU might pause, and be pleased wHh 
his work. How dififereat was this some years 
ago! Yoo bare befMd of fisneUiK) the tyranl of 
Padua, under wboie the rivers* raa 

bkiod, and the unferttmate peasant found bis 
harvests raaped by the sword of the invading 
soldier! Look at those peasants on yonder 
road, Gooductii^ their. catOe oowned with 
flowers: habited in tbm holiday beet, and 
moving in solemn procession | their oxen are 
going to be blest by St. Antonio, to ward from 
them the evils of the ensuing seasons. A £dw 
years ago, instead of peasants, soldiers marched 
^irtfy that road • their close ranks sh ew ed their 
excellent discipline; their instruments filled 
the air with triumphant souads; the knights 
pricked their steeds forward, who arching their 
proud .necks, seemed to exult in their destina- 
tion. What were they about to do ? to bum 
y a town, to murder the old, and the helpless, 
the women, and the children ; to destroy the 
dwellingji of peace; so that, when they left 
their cruel work, the miserable wretches who 
survived had nothing to sheher them but the 
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taaie^ bbck walls^ niiere before tlidr neat cot- 
tages had stood.** 

Castrocdo Hstened impsAeoAy, and oried : 
—"Yet who would not rather be a knight, 
than one of tboie peasants, indioee minds are 
as groveUing as their occupations ? * 
. ^ That woold not I/' replied Guinigi £er» 
yeutly j how must the human mind be dis- 
torted, whicb can delight in Aat wiiicb is ill^ 
in preference to the cultivation of the earth, 
and the contemplation of its loveliness 1 What 
a strange mistake is it, that a peasant's Ufe is 
iildompatible with inliellectual improvement! . 
. iUas i poor wretches ; they are too hard- work* 
ed now to learn much, and thmr toH, undiiser- 
ed by the applause of their feUow*creatures, 
appears a degndation; yet, whai I would 
incture happiness upon earth, my imagination 
conjures up the family of a dweller among the 
fieUs^ whose property is secure, and whose 
lime is passed between labour and intellectual 
pleasures. Such now is my fate * The even- 
ing of my Hfe steals gendy on; and I have no 
iiBgrets for the past, no wish for Uie future, but 
to continue as I am/* 
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. Yes," cried Castruccio, You have pass* 
ed through Ufe, and know what it is ; but I 
would ratfier, wMIe aliv^ enler ray tomb, tkan 
hve unknown md unheard of* Is it not fame 
that makes men gods ? Do not urge me to pass 
my days in indolience ; I must act, to be iiap- ^ 
py^ — to be any thing. My father did not wish 
me to beoome a farm^ and a. vinedresser ; 
|>ut to tread in his steps, and go beyond tbem, 
and that is my purpose, which I would die 
to attain," 

A year passed while Castruccio still lived 

under the low roof of G uinigi. He found that 
it was no vain boast, that this noble ate the 
bread that he had sown : for he saw him hold 
the plough, trim bis vines, and enter into all 
the labours of the husbandman. There is 
something picturesque in the toil of an Italiao 
peasant. It is not, as in more nortbem cli- 
mates, where cdd, and wet, and care are en« 
duied, to be scaatUy repaid j apd their un^ 
ceasing anxie^ i^ often terminated by tjbe de^ 
struction pf their crop§ through the severity of 
thehr climate. Guinigi and his felk>w-labourera 
rose with the sun, which, as<;epding frpm th^ 
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ooeM, iUuMHiMcl tbe ^de plain with its slant 

beasss^ The meet beauUtul v^tation luxu* 
riated around them : ^ BtnpB of land were 
planted wi^ Indian com, wheat and beans ; 

they were divided, in some places by rowi of 
^ divesy in others by elms or Lombardy poplars, 

to which the vines clung. The hedges were 

of myrtle, whose aromatic perfume waghed 

upon the sluggish air of noon, as the laboui ers 
reposed) sleepiiig nisd^ tbe trees^ lulled by die 

rippling of the brooks that watered theirgrounds* 

In ike evteeing lliey ate liieir meal under the 

epen sky; the birds were asleep, but the 
groutid Wib alive with innumerable gloW'^ 
Worms, and the £ur with the lightning-like fire'* 
flie% 8ieall> ^mrnming crickiets, and heavy bee* 
ties : the west had quickly lost its splendouri 
but in the iecMng b^ams of sUAtet sailed the 
boal-hke moon, while Venus, as another satei* 
IHe to earth, beamed just above the erescenl 
hardly brighter than itself, and the outline of tlie 
rugged Apennines was marked darkly below* 

Their harvests were pl^teous and frequent* 
The mofing of the grass was quickly followed 
in June by the reajHog, and tbe well-trodden 
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threshing floor^ such as Virj^ describes it, re^ 

ceived the giaio ; then came the harvest of the 
Indian com; and last the ^oiioos vintagOi 

when the beautiful dove-coloured oxen of Lom- 
bardy could hardly drag the creaking wains 

ladeu with the fruit. 



. Castruccio attended Guinigi in his labours; 
and Guinigi, resting on hi^ spade, would mo- 
ralize on all around him, and win the ardeni 
imagination. ol.the jouth to follow his flights* 
All in the country bore for him the immediate 
stamp of divine and eternal beauly ; he knew 
every flower of the field, and could des^be 
their various habits, and what insects best 
loved to suck their nectar. He knew the form 
wd the hfe of every Uttle being of ttiat peopled 
region, where the sun seems to quicks every 
atom into lite; and that wluch was insigo^ 
cant to common eyes, appeared to him to be 
Uivested with strange attributes and uncom- 
mon lovehness. 

Again Guinic^ sat, Castruccio beside him, 
at the door of his cot, watching the evening 
work of the labourers, as the wine was drawn 
off from the last vat. Arrigo, now a year oldu , 
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was hetpiDg them: Castru€ek>aaid-—^^ Instead 

gifn you MvHV) rad I 
have QQtflieatiQn e d my folure dasdny ; iodeod 
welum bem employed ib pleamtl j during the 
summer^ that! alaioftt forgot it. Butlcaimot 
fife tsiolber jmr atmmg these bills ; youkridw 
Aot wliat lMtt6Fj;ies6 1 ieeiatbearty whea I hear 
Ihe ckrii of arms fifom tfMcfttlle, I, who am 
.Hearing away an ignoble youth*'' 

Gttkiigi sndledy and replied^ ^ I have re- 
flected for.youj and I have dived into your se* 
cvet Noughts, aMiough you have not spoken. 
ToHttorrow we wiU make a journey ; and you 
thail' Mm be intK>diioed to a man who will 
hnng you into that liie whoee promise of glory 
is so attractive to you« So Ud iarewel to 
these hiUa; you will not see 4hem again for 
many years.** 

Thia hoiie atole aleep £rom the eyes Cat* 
truccio that night. His imagination, . which 
had ludgr rested on sacklea^ and waffm, and 
vines, and the simple philosophy of Guinigi, 
now again fled to its wonted tXBickf and entmr- 
. ed upon what he conceived to be a more glo- 

rioQSWOTkl.. fleecy.douda hid ^fiitt moon, 

1>S 
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luid vuoi]A Wft9 invested b; a faint light 
IhM grftdiiiUjF o p Q M d ioto day. GaatrucM 
$aw tbet bor&es led saddled to the doox, and he 
ha9teiM4toj(NiiGuiDigi. Before he dopancd 
lie kiaeed affecUonatety the aleeping Arrigoi 
and md : I fear tiioae eyea viU be dimr 
med with ti^ara^ whea he hears that I am not 

retum. Sv9tei boy ! I love you as a bnv 
ther^ and hope aome future day to shew that 
love in sometluiig more than words.'' 

Guiiiigi uniled at the ajspiring spirit of Caa* 
truccio ; he smiled to perceive that, still want* 
jiog proteQtioo^ akiU a boy, his thoughts always 
' dwelt oa the power which he would one day 
aoquire^ mid the protectifin he would thep afr 
ford to others. 

Tbey rode silendy aloog the Moell known 
road that led to Padua: after restipg tlieir 
hoMs at tUs lown^ Ihey coalinuad ^lebr way to 
Venioe. Who knows not Venice f its streets 
pawl walk ikm, ejuBtoBl oeean, its beautiful 
domes and majestic palaces? It is not i now 
aa it was wbtt Catlniceio visittd it; now the 
degenerate inbabi tantago ^ CDOUching and qrab^ 

like through their sipping steeets:'' thn tbey. 



• 
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were at the hagbt o( their gloty, just before 
tii& itfiatoc r a U cat govenunaot was and 
the people were struggling for what they lost 

GuiiH^ and his youBg companion were si* 
}eAt ilttittg tfidr Img ride* QuiBigi was eo 
the eve sedog the friends of his warlike 
jroutb i and perhaps hisoieiiioiy recalled those 
sceoes* Castruccio dreamed of futurity ; and 
the vneertaaoly <^ his desliDy jonly gave move' / 
scope to his inmginationi as he figured theglo* 
riout part wliidi hm flMsied himsrif he was 
about to act on the great theatre. At length 
tiiejp anri wd osl tfad skoie of the Ligiiliay ind 
entered the gondola which was to convey them 
lotbecity. Gukngi tbm addressed the youth t 
You. trust iK> ur fate to me^ and 1 must 
9MfkBin to you the plan that liiave fomlked eon^^ 
Geming you, thai you may judge whether I 
Merit tfie endra eonfideMe yois slie^^ yourself 
incUned to repose ia me» YoukooWimy dear 
€!fli^ruccio, that poor Italy is distracted by 
civil brawls^ aad how little hoBoiAr one who id 
exiled as you are from his native town, can 
acfene^ to wfcsdovgr peetgr h0 meef adhere* 
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His most arduous exeitions may lie sacrificed 

to poUUcal mbrigii€^ aod assuredly he wiU be 
repaid with ingratitude dooe^ whatever power 
he serves. In additioo, a disgrac^ul {Nditicid 
craft now rdgns in the palaces of flie Italian 
priocesi wlucb readers them iU schools for a 
youth, who, while be may^ ought to preserve 
the innocence and sincerity of which the world 
will but too quickly deprive him. You would 
inevitably be disgusted by the narrow views^ 
the treachery^ and beggarly fraud, that dwell 
in the hearts, and mfluence the actions of our 
proudest nobl^. 

You must therefore be^n your knighdy 
career out of Italy. The honours that you 
^frill obtain from a foreign sovmign, will enno* 
ble you in the eyes of your countrymen^ and 
will enable you, when you return, to judge 
imparUally of the state of your country, and to 
choosy without bring influenced by narrow 
party-feeUngy the course you will pursue* It 
is with this view that I am going to totrodiace 
you to an old fdend of nunc, an Englishman, 
#lio is about to letum to Ins native soil* I 
knew Inm many years ago, when he accompa* 
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.iW^.Oaiurkft of iiojou to Jtaly* A long timfi 
has elapsed since sir Ethelbert Atawel return* 
ed.to RnghMnd ; but,, upon the event <^ « n«w 
kLag's succession to the throne, he was chosen^ 
M a peraon we)l aecpiainted witb> tlie>cuitoaM 
of tlic holy court, to be the chief of an embassy 
to Aft Pope» Hamng diicfaai^Ml Us wMoOp 
he has crossed the Alps to take a last fareweU 
o£ hU Italian firieiidai before he prooeedn to 
assume a distinguished part in his own coun* 
try* 1 ahall ooas'ign you^ my young friend^ to 
the . guidance of this noble gentleman. We 
have now been separated for neariy twenty 
years ; but our attachment did not arise from 
casual intaraMiiie alone: we esteettted one 
another, we bound ourseires one to the other 
by vowi; ai^^ although si tkU distance of 
time* Ufe has much fthanged its aonearance to 
both of us, yet I swewr 1 would keep to the 
letter all that I vowed to him, and 1 believe 
that he will do the same by me* 

^.Another motive i nfl u e n c es me ixk seadk^ 
you to England. You have a rich relatien 
U»ere named Aldei;igo^ who requested Atawel 
to ea^uhe for the various branches of the 
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exiled Aiitelminellii and in particular for your 
litbar# It may well appear fiom tbe earotil- 
sesfi of his enquiries^ that^ if you go to Englaiidi 
you wU find ]poiuadf neUiier ineoHeas nor 
poor* I am an exile like ^ou^ aad like j^ou I 
am dea^te of ail xeaoarceBp and am saved 
hom embarrassment only by those labours in 
which I fortttnatdby lake a piide. Iknowtbat 
it would not be agreeable to you to be 
pendenioiitbe&TOtirQf Atawel; butyoiiaie 
difieren^y circumstanced with regard to your 
Mtetioo; and I believe him lo base both the 
power and the will to serve you.** 

The BPodela cotaied Gaaaie Grande, and 
rested at the steps o£ a nol^ palace. Cas^ 
tnicdo bad no time to comment upon the i0» 
l^Uon of Guioigi.; but foUo^^d iiioi silently 
tibroiii^ the etately apartments^ hung with inlk 
and tapestry, and paved with jnarble, iiUa the ^ 
banqueting hall, where the owner of the pa* 
lace sat surrounded by the aristocracy of Ve» 
nice. Tbe childish mind of Castruccio shrunk 
into itself, when: he saw tbe satined and goUAr 
laced state of these nobles, and then glanced 
bit que oate dignified ferm of his conpanioa 
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olatheci ia tbe oMto babUimeoita of an Italiao 
pemmA i but Jam ahluM w«s turned li> {NrUk 
tod a»tatttehB8iwt» wbeabe &Hi£idtbi» hom^ 
looking man received with Tetetmce, and em^ 
Imfifid with afibctioQy by tbis tocdly assembly. 
The most cordial salutes echoed from the ends 
of tbo haU» aa tbasr aU ivreiMd iroynd to wal* 

come their old friend aud counsellor^ to whose 

wiidom a»d calm <H>iira0a owtty of tfaem owed 

tUe most important obligation. There was a 

a w ee to eai b the. amde oC Qtiioi^^lhatebMted 

lam in appearance above otiier men, a sensi^ 
by^jr beamiag m faia eye vAieh added gimce 
to hift quick and expressive motions^ and a 
gentoxM tbeft tanpered tbe fiwkneas of his 
manners. He introduced Castruccio to tbe 
nebldi. The yotidk was be«idftil to a wosdery. 
and experienced a flattering receptioa from the 
fiiiuHb of his pfotoctor*. 

I shall remain but a few days in Venice/* 
said Guinigi to his host ; but I will visit you 
again before i retire to my farm ; at present 
you must teH me virhere I can find your En- 
glish visitor, sir Ethelbert Atawel, for my busi. 
ness is with him/' 
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A man now arose^ and advanced from a re* 
tiffed pari of tbe room; bi$ peraoa formed « 

• strange contrast to the sun-burnt faces and 

black eyes of die Italtana wbo wm aioand 

hiau He had the round Saxon features^ 
JBouided with unconmioo debcacy; faia tight 
hair slightly shaded his fair temples ^ and hb 
dendor ponoo denoted elegpooe radm then 
power; his countenance bore the expression 
of nmch thougbt, of tlioii|^t» nmilded bf id 
enc^uiring^ yet a gentle mind. He advanced 
toweidi Ghdo^} hie fipe wme dmeet-Mo* 

vulsed ; a tear stole into his eye, as he grasped 
his handy end arid: ^ You do not fag e l ae?^ 
Guinigi repHed with tiembUng emphasis^ 
*^ Heter!''— Ilie hearta of the .inadt ivm* 
full, they took leave of the company, and de* 
tcefldwd to tibe goiiehii dsat< witbovt a|iectaCofa 
they might express tlieii^ remembered afiection« 
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CHAPTER IV. 

CoBtrucdo in Englandw 

Cast&UCCIO qfieot several days wkh hit 
flifertd at Venice. Guinigi and Atawel were 
constantly togethm*, and Castruccio was thrown 
to.' a great degree into the society of the Vene- 
tian nobles. Having been for a year the goq* 
stant companion of Guinigi, the contrast be- 
tween him and these men struck him forcibly. 
The mind of the philosophical exile was fraught 
with a natural wisdom^ a .freedom from prgu*^ 
dice^ and a boldness of thought^ that sviited 
the eDthunasm, while it comcled the narrow 
views of Castruccio. But these nobles vvere 
fuU ctf party spirit^ and a new retting desire^ 
to aggrandize first themselves, and secondly 
thdr native tovrai, in opposition to the rest of 
the world. They were to themselves the centre 
of the universe^ and men and nations rose and 
set only for them. As Galileo was persecuted 
for saying that the earth moved attendant on 
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tMfe 8UD, thus demonstratbg tlie rdative insig. 

y nificance of our globe ; so they would have 
pursued with excessive hatred any one who 
should have pointed out to them their true sta* 
lion in relation to their fellow-creatures. They 
were in no danger of hearing such disagree* 
able truths from Gumigi : he was content not 
be decdived himself by the fisilse diadows 

\/thrown from society ; but with that amenity 
which was his characteristic, he adapted his 
counsds ^to the ideas of others^ and allowed 
those whom be could not hope to new mepuM^ 
to sleep in their pleasant dreams. 

Castruccio was presented to the doge, and 
partook of ^ the brilliant amusement of Ve#> 
nice. But at length the time arrived, when 
be was to depart vrith sir £didb«rt Atawri, 
and Guinigi to return to his farm among the 
hilb« It was a aorrowftil event for Atawel and 
Casti uccio to separate from this kind and va* 
lued friend. Before he departed, Guinigi 
talked long with Castruccio, and vehemently 
urged him, when he should arrive in England, 
that he would put himself entirely under the 
guidance of AtaweU ^ You will be,'' he 
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saadf '^m a strange cououry, with unkoown 
manntiB and castoniB sothatiK^ttbcNitaguide 
you would find it difficult to steer a rigiu course 
wmoog thfou My doar Castniccioy Qod only 
knows what your future fortunes will be ; but 
yottf father intrusted you to -my care, aad I 
£eei the i2X>st earnest aosieiy that you should 
enler life ijmder good auspices, and enjoy^ at 
least with untamislied pleasure, the years of 
yottthfiil kope. Be towards Atawel as you 
aver kave beea to m»i the nauirdl ioemuouB* 
ness of your character will discover to you the 
inariiitmj which combinea the giace^l sqImimb* 
sion of youth, vvitli that independence that is 
Ae deaiiit burtbrightof man» Atawd is gentle 
and unassuming ^ you must seek bis counsels ; 
iviiis best wisdom will be bestowed upooyoiii 
when you shew a desire to consult it. 
. They separated : Atawel and Castniceiod^ 
parted with a few attendants towards Milan on 
tbur road to England* 

■ Castruccio now found himself with a com* 
panion, diflhr e nt from him to whom be bad 
just bade an aiiectionate farewel. Atawel was 
more a man of the world thaD-Guinigi ; nor did 
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he possess his genius and surpassing excel* 
l/BSkoe. Eoleriiig into the Goimixm roa4 of life 
he was notwithstanding able to regulate his 
coodiicl by ^just principles^ aixl to 

jaend himself by a sound judgement and a 

ftead^ ooiir^ ; bat fae was unable to strito 

into new paths, and become an adventurer in 

life tad morab .as Gimugi had beeo. He had 

great sensibility and warm aflections ^ and va- 

fi<ms miifortuiias in life had turned a coiMtti^ 

tional gravity into melancholy. Yet he un* 
voUod his fipirit for a wbib fiom the douda . 
that obscured it^ and entered wiUi interest into 
die 1MW8 aad espoctetioDs of Castniecio« 

Tbey conversed together concerning his 
tMMum Aldevigo^ ^vho was a nek merchant in 
London, and who by his respectability and 
takots had accpiiied t o ft a aaoe eien among Aa 
nobles of England. Alderigo had been known 
and h>vnd by Edward I : for in dioae daya 
kings did not disdain to seek friends among 
tiioaa daMMBB of aodaty from wfakfa oidinary 
^quette would have excluded them. The 
jnenchant howimr had withdrawn from att 
commuaicatioa with the court, since the ac* 



Digitized by G 



Cfa. IV.] 



TALPEBGA 



of Edward Caernarvoa ; for the diiki* 
ish amusements of this monarch ill accorded 
-^wkbktbe diapoftitioQis of om who bad been the 
friend of his manly father. When tlie barons 
of Bpg^ft"*^ remonstrated with Edward^ and 
insisted on the exile of Piers Gavaston, Aide* 
ligO bad however €oiiie forward to persuade 
U^e king to this necessary concession. 

Atawei also was an enemy of Gavaaton; 
and, as he sketched the poUtical state of £n« 
gtand to bis young companidn, he pamled 
with indignaUon the change from the spirited 
eounaelft of the late aovermgn, to the puerile 
amusements and weak inaction of his son. 
He desGribed GavasloD as a man expert in 
feats of bodily activity^ but destitute of judge- 
ment and manly enterprise* He said that he 
was Tain-gloiiousi rapacious^ and pro&Lse, In- 
solent to his superiors and equals, tyrannical 
to his infiMfiors, he deigned to use the arts of 
courtesy to the king alone: even the queen 
fiuled in obtaining from him the respect due to 
her sex and dignity. He had bcc^n raised to 
rank and wealth by tbe royal fisvour; but be 
conducted himself with an arrogance^ that 



Digitized by Google 



70 VAJ.P£fta4« £Cik IVs 

ble u£ the land. He was not content ta Qirer«» 
COM hit MlMMxy ja tbe Mel q£lKNiQiir;.biil 
he Ciodeavoured to add to his sibame by bar-. 
caflDQL and ridiciik.. TI10 iMiMt eMtod their 
utmost power Sov his destruction ; Edwdi:d 
jieUod Id lbc€»} but on tiie imtjbcfwnU^ 
oppoilunitj he reca^ed his fnend^ who, uo^ 
taiigbt hf uAvtankf, agMii iiritaliBd lut ri«als 
to that hostiUty in whi€;h he M^m aure to b& 

The auimatad pictam which Atawel drew.- 
of the ditfionteiit furfaiilaicft of tha 
gU&h baroosy aUhouj^ it would have excited 
tasttot IB th0i6 4)11181 tiffl ffifffi ^^fg^^w i dmimi' 1 
cio, m aifording a hope of having now found a 
fitting stagp OD wfaich be nufht oomawiioeitttt 
activo career. The loss of Scotland to JEdO^ 
gland^ and the inectiaQ of the kipg end^hb Am 
vuuiitey easily induced him to ayl&pathize ul 
the indignataoa of At e <wel ; eod he leedSy bi^ 
heved» that tbe insokay>e. of tbe upstart aftdua^ 
worthy GaimKm demanded and justified the 
most rigorcma meamtea to eoatue im e i^pu Igiant 
finooi the kingdonii. 
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Castruccio was now eighteen years of age. 
Hi^ cMWm with Gubngi liad iodvmd him 

witb a manliness of thought and a firmness of 

that tlie vivacity of his temper oiien made him 

9ippmn0th M^tha gnaty of la» liwpmitW B 

hd him to seek with ardour the common di- 

KMDOi of fab ^BK» He WW Imd asm young 

esquire in all those accomphsiimentd which 
WM ilw ■liftfl riiMnliil to >.gMitfceMB^ wad wm 

expert in feats of horsemanship and arms^ in 
Afidaiiok and in othftr flaefUit naciyittr tci 
hi» country* His countenance^ which was 
iiiiGOiiiiBOolY hftnilifiili onmifid inuikiitiB. 
beoavoience and confidence i when animated^ 
Us ejpoi dione wilii &e4 lAaa mimtf. ikmm 
' wai a deep senousftQss ia his expression^ that 
OQBMMMUDid0d attBOlMJD^ flffnilmwfil aA tiui mumb 
time with a modesty atid gmoe which prepos- 
Msad OTery one in hb fiwoitr* Ub alight^ 
but active ibrm neiOBr moved without display- 
ing some new riwgance of panon ; and lib 
voice, whose modulated accents stole on the 
ear like awaalait; imiMe^ ibtoad Ilia faaafir to 
lovehim; his laugh^ like that of a child, hearts 



7« 



VALPEE^A. [Ch» IV 



fekmod jojw, wa» embdiy dkuocl ftoin the 

&neer of contempt, or the arrogance of supe- 
riorilf* He IimI md little; bol lie hmi oon* 

versed with those who had studied deeply, so 

thftt bb ooovcfsatioii and nimom» wm tm« 

bued with that refmenient and superior sweets 

awty wfaich ue peculiar to Ibote wbo umte 

the culdvaUoa of the niiud to exterior accom- 
pliafameoto. CSey, embilioiit eiid tidovec^ 
was Uttle pride, aad no insolence in his nature : 
nor oould he endme chfaer to be the ob|BCt of 
arrogance, or to perceive it exe r ciied over 
oAen* 

Such was Castruccio, when in the beginning 
of tbe year 1309 lie landed on die Engliak 
^ores. GavastoQ liad just been eiLpelled by a 
ooniBderacy of die noUea^ who finr m wldle bad 
aiBumed the royal power into th^ own iiands. 
Bttty ioslead of haring been pooriy niled ac* 
corduig to the wish of the barons, his royai 
nnaler had invetled hhn with the lieulenanqr 
of Ireland, where be sigoahzed himself by bis 
vKtofiBB ofcv the lebda* fidwaid ho waver 
could not be happy in the absence of bis fa« 

vooik^ but^mriaDdidjandunMhi^ 
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for a fittiog opporUim^^ when tbe hatred of 
his noUet diould in some degree be softenedg to 
recal him« 

■ 

^ Alderigo received his young courio with the 
warmest a&cUoo^ aud shewed ever^ disposi- 
tion to aid by bis wealth and infliienoep ia 
placing him ia such a situatioa as might ga^ 
tify his ambition. Atawel introduced him at 
.courts aad^ if the baughl^ barons of £og)iand 
viewed with a supercilious smile the youthful 

beauty and accomphshments of the strapgerj, 
Edward was pleased to behold one, who by 
his foreign air, and the refinement of his man* 
ners, recalled the memory of his exiled fa- 
vourite. He distinguished Castruccio among 
the crowd ; and the youth, drizzled perhaps by 
royal C^vouTj easily altered his {Nrepossesuoos 
in favour of the barons, into love and pity for 
their oppressed sov^ign« At balls and tour- 
naments Castruccio shone ainong the throng. 

He was yet too youthful to enter into manual 

coiiieslb with the English lords; but the ma- 

x^giemeot of bis horse, his graca&il pmoo, 

his skill in the dance, and other light jpmes 

endeared, him to Edward^ who was incapabl 

\0L. I. £ * 
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of sympathidfigm the ruder exerdaes in which 

his barons were so Jealous of their pre-emi« 
aence* 

Atawd and Alderigo viewed the &vour 
ivhieh Caatniccio enjoyed with the Idng, with 
fearful eyes : they dreaded the jealousy of the 
nobles; but happily this passion was not ex« 
cited on the present occasion. On the con- 
trary they were rather pleased, that the king 
should be amused by the company of one, 
whose youth and precarious situation withheld 
him from entering into the Usts of rivalry with 
them. The Italian Castrucclo, dependent on 
the bountf of a merchant of his own coun- 
tryi no conqueror at the tournament, neither 
thwarting^ nor understanding their several plans 
of aggrandisement, was past over with a scorn- 
ful smile, which the youth, regarding tunndf 
as a sufiferer in common with their injured king, 
did not receive as a dq;radation« But deeper 
feelings of sympathy now gave him other seo- 
liments. 

Edward's favourite recreadon was the game 
of tennis ; in which, it bang common in Italy 
under the name of la Falla, Castruccio ex- 
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celled. One day after baviag amused tbem>* 
' jd » tf t tint «zem«e in one of die royal gar- 
dmsi Edward feaUng fatigued ga!ire lip tbi 
'game, and leaniflg on Castroodo't arm, stroll- 
ad with him down one of the shady allies. And 
here for the fint tine he opened his heart to 
his mw frieiuL: he desciibed Gavastoo as the 
most amiable and the roost accomplished 
Icnight of the times ; he dwelt with touehing 
earnestness on his own attachment to him, 
and his foroad sepa r al k wi leara started into 
his eyes as he spoke of the desolate state of his 
tesrt^ deprived of the eompanyoC lus firit, hit 
only and his dearest friend; and his cheeks 
gbwed with kMBgnatioDi as he mention^ the 
arrogance of liis nobles, and the state of slavery 
to which he wasredttoed* 

Castruccio was deeply moved ; and the na- 
tttlid fading of pity, with which he was inspired 
at the spectacle of the slavery of one^ who it 
was presumed had a divine right to command, 
was augmented by the idea that he had been 
fcand a^worthy depont for the overflowings of 
the royal sorrows. Heofiered his services with 
emeslMs^ and Edward gladly acoepted li^ 

££ 
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^roftrs. ^ Yes^ any dear ftmad/' he crindy 

^< the accomplishment of my ibodoftt wmbm " 
ahali &ev6L'^ upon you. Yon ahril be my 8»» 
viour ; the saviour of my iaooour, aod tbecauie 
of the only happiness I can enjoy on eardi, the 
ittura of my beloved Pun." 

Edward then disclosed to Castruccio the 
Various expedient bebadoaedi lo pectff hie 
nobles, and to obtain the re^establishinent of 
his fineod. He acknowledged Ifaet he hmijutA 
received from the Pope a dispenaajtion of 
Yaston^s oalih never agatn tor Ml fed in Eor 
gland i and a iaitlifui messenger was oniy ne- 
cessary, to carry this intelfigenee to bis friend, 
and bid him instantly return; so that the he- 
rons, taken unawares, should not have time 
to ^ot new disturbance^ hekm the kiag should 
be able to defy their w onst, secure of the Ufe 
'and the society of his fafoitrite. TbkX task 
shall devolve on you, my dear Castruccio,'' 
said be; ^^and I shall be ioddJled to yoii Iemt 
tlie happiness of again embracing him to whom 
I hm hatind mysdf by the ties of en^eteradl 
tiiendshipw Frame^a plausible ez^ctu^ for quit- 
England^ and hasten to Bubhui where 
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Piers iaipaliently waits a messenger from me ; 
that yoa nmj wt be es^posed to the slightest 

risk from the suspicion of the nobles, I will 

IP ve you no letter: but Uiis riog^ as was agreed 
upon between myself r.ad my fneud, will ob- 
Uin for its bearer Im fuU confidence and friend* 

. Caalrttccio took leave of the monarcb, and 

hasteiaed to the house of Alderigo^ full of pride, 
bgpe^ and joy. He had now indeed entered 
Up(Xk Ufe, and as he hoped, with the best au* 
il^ioes : he had become the chosen confident 
of a king, and Ixi^ secret mesi^eiiger ; lie readi- 
^ belicrad fMrudepce^ and prudence should 
not fail )um^ would cause liis rise to the high* 
eat digmoes* His feelings were not entirely 
«eili^ ; for he deeply pitied Edwardj and was 
since re l y happy in serving him : but to pity 
and serve a king, was a state of being full of 
pksasure. In accordance with the prudent 
plan he had marked out tor himself, he remain- 
ed at the bouse of his kinsman during sevend 
<}ays, seclude d from his courtly friends, and ab-» 
seating himself entirely from the palace. On 
occasion of the arrival of a few letters from 
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Vrmoce, he iofbriMd Atawd Aklmgo^ 
ihAt it WW Absolutely neoeesftry for hi«i to urn 
daitake ^ jooroey to that country* As 

ieged tlic most frivolous causes as the motive 

of thiB <klenmnilUii^ *his fikoAi mnly. psiw 

Ceived that lie was endeavouring to mislead 
them by a Cube pretaiU Tbe Italiny* «tar 
having in vain endeavoured to wio his confix 
ileiio6y oontenled Umsclf with focoBiBWiwiifig 
prudence and caution : Atawei apoka mores^ 
wofiny, alio Daoa mo youfn wware^ omm no 
mixed with the iotriguea of a £oi:eiga cour^ ia 
^hich if he were once detected^ he bad imther 
Irieode aor cooAeetiouft to exlncale kim from 
the rage of his powerful adversaries. And 

tiieo tigtkk he SDtieatdd Caslruocitf lo MOttdar 

the justice of Uie cause in the service of wbkll 
he eofiatod himidf, aod what woaU be A» 
probable coasequences, if though his meaa^ 
fichrard werer to estabtkh m aur e w f ond m n c m 
with his &vourite« The young man listened 
wMi Meming deferano^ but aBcywad no wwd 
to escape him, that might countenance the idea 
that his journey was influenced by any exc^ 
pmatercoMideiaUona* 
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to Fraace ; then suddenly changing bis route, 
hm tmvanad Hpgrtowij tmd cnatsBg ftam 

Bristol to Cork^ haateaed to Dublin, and car* 

king to return immediately to England ^ th# 
ring that be bora ftom fidmml^wman iammm 

ci iatf ^ pasaport to thf frifin^nbir oi tby& illunui^ 

fim Gavi^fttoD wataliUiii the flower o^ hia 
age. If ho wava not faradsoiM^ ^rat the ra* 
iKOiiiaaof iualeatui^waa na%4tf»iioter' 

estiog ; he was graceful in person, aud strung 
ofiimack^lfaoiq;faagUaof Uinb: hawiaoom* 

tQou» in g^eral society, tbougli a certain 

haiwIiVifMwa ma ^H^f^r^ owe faia wiMia mft* 

oer, which forbade any more fsuniliar feeling 
dwo that of ailiBuratioii* Among tna- friaoda 
thit air of superiority yielded to tiie most win* 
iittig kiiiAwas and aflbbUity of demaamur, 

ever a 

ikon, did not fail to bind them to him by an ad<^ 
dilinoal Ue of giatistuda, lie apoke taaevak 
languages with great fluency ; be availed the 
ncMi flraoe&ii knkrhta of Fraofia. ami Ctr attiw 
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passed the English in all dnvalrous accooK 

plishments. The consciousness of power witii 
wfaieb lua dexterity inspiml him, generated an 

independence and frankness of action, which 
would have nsndered him amiable to all, had 
it not been tainted by vani^ and presuinp* 
tion. He was m a gn i ficent in bh attire^ fimd 
of parade, and proud of his dazzling fortunes, 
all heavy sins among his English enemies. He 
paid great attention, and made modi shew 
love to Castruccio, whom if princely aiikbility 
had before moved, the gracious treatment of 
Gavaston made a complete conquest of him. 

returned together to England* £d* 
ward had arrived at Chester, that he might be- 
hold bis firiend a few days the sooner ; and be 
flew to his arms with the a&ctionate trans- 
ports with which a child might welcome the 
return of its absent mother. 
• A 8ta*ict fiieadbhip was established between 
Gavaston and Castrucdo* Hers had not learn* 
ed moderation from adversity ; his wealth and 
luxury were increased, and with these his va* 
ni^ and insufi^able presumption. Atawel in 
endearouied to wut Castruedo from bis 
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society i but, if tlie deportnient of Gavastuu 

. wax arrogant towards the EngUsb hxd$, it was 

'so much the more aOable . and insiouating 
towards Castniccia The king also loved the 
Italian ; aad^ not examining the merits of the 
•case^ be allowed himself to be entirely led 
away by the personal attachment that he bore 
to Edward and Piers. 

Gavastoa had wealth and rank; and, al- 
though he 'was considered an upstart^ yet the 
poiisession of these gave him a consequence iu 
the eyes of the nobles, of which Castruccio 
was wboUy- divested* They looked on the lat . 
ter as one may regard a stinging insecti whose 
insignificance is not to compound for his an<* 
aoyailGe; They endured the insolence of Ga« 
vaston Willi the suUenness of men who look 
into the future for revenge ; but they bore tl.e 
far slighter pfua which Castruccio inflicted 
upon theni, with the impatience one feeU ai 
an iiguryy however slight^ for which we are by 
no means piepaied. And, if Castruccio him- 
lelf maoifeftt^ few ^ympt)oms of insolence^ yet 
he was supported by that of Gavastoa; and 
^y feh ihat/thoMgh'lbr the present they could 
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not lulure the iavourile personally, yet they 
might fMMud Ufii tiMugh kit ItriMi firioMl* 
This kUter also was ik>I iiafra%u8iidy. pcowdttdi 
l)eyond his usual courtesy by the pride and 
taunts of his ^oKBues; andr tf cvw he dmd 
repl^, or when Gavastun repli^ for him, the ' 
^ noUes' felt a rage tfacry could ili imotb«* «t 

what they deeoied so despicable an pflender. 
The indicalioiis of imschief wUch had bafcro 
iilightly manifested themeelves, broke out one 
day with a ftoleoca-' that swUscily tsfawialpd 
Castruccio's visit to England. 

He accompanied the king, who went with 
It train of the first potwhty OR a haw king pary^ 

to Chelsea. The exercise excited Castruccio's 

J- 

bioodi and inspirod hias wHh an aakation of 

spirits wluch might have exhausted itself in 
gaie^ alone, had not a qnarrrt, that aioM 
between him and one of tlie nobles, urged him 
to a fury he conM in eonlrol. Thewmett^ 
began concerning the comparative of 
their Urds; and, hsaled as they wws by peiw 

sonal animosity, it became loud and bitter. 
Edward in vain endeavoured to appease them ; 
but when, seconded by hb ftianda^ the English 
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nobleman established bU triumph in the con^ 
iMt^ CaiknKck> npbod bj • aticaaiB wbi(A w 
initatad liis antagonist^ that, no longer areetrain* 
iiHg bit lodignaAkNny be dvted forw«rd| aii4 
ilrack Casu uccio. The fiery ^outiii crying 
ludiiBf ^ By Uood, and not by wondSf aw 
bbwi to be aveaged r'^^-diew his stiletto^ w4 
{Ranged it into the bomm ot \m adversary. 
A buodred swo^ immiidiatriy flashed in tk^ 
air; Eldward threw himself before his friend 
to.piotMt bia; Gavaslooy Atawel and otbaEp 

who loved him, hastily withdrew him from the 
cramd, made bim mount his hom^ and widi* 
out a moment's delay they rode to the river s 
side below tbe Tower^ wbere they kaixuMtij 
found a vessel on the pdot of sailing for HoW 
land* Without waiting to see his other friendSp 
without going to the house of Alderigo for 
money or equipment^ they hurried him on 
boaid tbe vessel, which immediately got under 
weighs and dropt down with a favourable wind 
towards tbe Nore. 

The barons, burning with revenge, had sent 
aicbeim to tbe bouse of Alderigp, who, not 
iiuding Castruccio, seized ujpon iiis kinsman^ 
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itnd tlirew hm into pri9ra« A law then existed 

iu England^ that if a foreigner killed a native 
und escapedj thofee with whom fae resided be* 
came amenable for the murder* Alderigo was 
tfa€vefef<e in the niost imnuaeiit peril ; but ISd* 
ward, as the last act of friendship diat he could 
^)e«tow upon Castruccio, saved Ae life and 
ibrtune of his kinsmaa* And thus, after a 
year's residence in this island, did the jouth 
bring Id a disastrous oMichisioii all ti)e hopes 
and expectations which had led him thitiiei . 
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Crt rM ca p m J^mitts ami FrMc^JOirtQ 

AFTjg& « £avgurable joavi^p^n of a&w boura 

gemlemaii. ' What Castrucdo during the 
voyilgie €iia bardiiy b« desenbodU Aagnr^ grioC 

and shame kept hib spiilts in a perpetual flue- 

matim^ wbicb^ painful as it waif waa £ur pva- 

ierable to lUe ej&di^ctioa of hupe^ and the sense 
of atler deMrtion upcm^hklandiDg ia Flandeni. 
The world vvas iudeed befure ium ; be had 
bean torn wilh frightful auddenneBs from tbe 
afiectioas be. bad eultivated for a jrear, from 
aata^ losury and tiie finendsbip of a poirerfiil 
Bionariih^ and coosifpad to utter Restitution* 
He did not even possess tlie lance and Imrse^* 
With wbicb kiugt\|ta-flmnt of old woo kin^ 
doms for themselves. Isoi di,d iie J^unk with • 
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oat roDone of the blood with which his hands 

were for the first time stained ; he had received 
a blow, and blood akme could expiate this in* 
jury: in France or England a duel in regular 
and courdy form would have terminated the 
(|uarrel ; but in Italy the secret stiletto was the 
weapon of revenge, and tfie mofrier of one was 
avenged by the assassination of another^ until 
the list of expiatory murders ran high^ and 
were carefully counted by each party, each 
justifying his own, and blaming those of his 
advenary. Ye^ althoi^h the mind of Cm$* 
tfuccio was tinctured by tlie morality of his 

country, hb was too young and too new not lo 

feel a natural horror at having been the cause of 
thedeathofafidlowot^sature. Seated on a melt 
amidst the wide sands left by the retiring sea, 
listening to tfie melancholy roar of the tide^ he 
shed bitter tears of repentance and conscious 
guilt. One idea aloAe cahned him, dial his* 
adversary might not have died— and then what 
was he? Hie rishnesa aftd folly had tbnMft 
him from a high station of prosperity and bap-^ 
piness, Co being the mAtKrj, helpleea creatiim 
that he then was. 
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The sun sunk in a turbid sky. Ah ! how 
unlike dear Italy/' s^fbed CasUvflOOf ^ fanr 
diflereoi from the dear heavens and orange 
tioMd Miaaoti ef mjr nali w aoil i 

Uis spoke in Italian, and a man who alood 

so dear to ejuks^ the name of the couotiy of 
Itts birth >~<<J^^'' Quilraodo lobked up, 
d the naan co&tiiMied; It^ly is eiio my 
nati?e country. And who are you, my friend, 
who, ekoe ead e Me^geri okmibs lof the 4e^ 
lights of that paradise of the earth ? " 

^ i eaa » Lnoakead/' sepfied Cesmio^; 

^ I am the cousin of Aiderigo^ the rich mer«- 
chuit m EnglanaL^ 
a Xlw name of aa- IMban^" s«d tibe other» 



■ 











bttty as the reiatio& of my e.infiiititit &ieoi^ 
Meanr Alderlgo^ it greetly deBghts metoofler 
you all the little aorvice that i am 

giving. Come witli me to my house.; you will 



in the society of an Itahan fsunilyi who^ during 

a long abance^ haw mm tatfpt^ iha elbre 



* 
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groves of Italy, and never ceaaed to desire to 
letom to 

CftitruGcio accepted this friendly invitation 
with joy. He found bk host m rich mefduunt 
of Ostendy living in the Italian style, and sur« 
rounded by a family, whose language and per- 
ion trw^iocted him to tbe pl«» of X«nbar. 

dy, or the vallies of his native Tuscany. 

Duiing the convemtioii of the craskig fais 

host mentioned the wars that were then carry* 
ing on bflitweeii the Freodi Idng and Ihe Fie* 
mings, and that Alberto Scoto ccmimanded 
udder the baimerB of the fanner wilh a troop 
of Itaiianst Tliis account struck Castruccio 
with a hope, that he should now find some re-» 
oiedy fior his mis£ortunes« Being obliged to 
enter on a new career, and his inclination 
leediog him to war, be tiioti^t that tl:&s op* * 
portunity of serving under a fellow-country- 
men wee too fitvourable a drcumstoiioe to be 
neglected^ He made maii^ euquii ies concern- 
ing iim troop end Its iUuatrkms chief, iklberto 
Scoto bad once possessed a wide donnnion in 
Lomberdy; he bed espelied (be ViscODtt from 
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MilaD^ and had been constituted tyrant at 

lord of the most flourishing Lombard states. 
When by the joint force of revolt and treaiK>Q 
he was driven frotn his power, lie had not lost 
hki Mpiitalfon- ad a successful general, and Phi* 
lip le Bel, iking of France, eagerly accepted his 
oAfed services. In former times he had been 
considered as belonging to tlie Guelph faction; 
but be had changed before he quitted lieAf ; 
and, now an exile, the distmcuon of party was 
Mtteely lost to him* 

Castruccio bad never yet made a campaign ; 
and his eager spirit led him to regard with dis^ 
dain tiie sloth in which he bad hitherto passed 
hit fife. From the moment that he had land* 
ed in France he had resolved to commence a 
milteary career ; and he believed that he shoukt 
&id no better school than that oi Alberto 
Scoto, where he would be disciplined in the 
modes of bis own country, and learn under so 
experienced a general, the tactics of those ar- 
nH^ which he- hoped one day to command. 
^'Oti the folbwing morning he discoursed 
oMceming these ideas with his host, who ea&i% 
hf entered into his designs, and promised to 



« 
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gmide him with such u kitixidiietion toScMM 

9ft would at leaot command his atteDtioD. Hi« 
pkm were qttkrkiy arran^. 

The m^chant took a kind leave of his young 
comptitaiatf and gave him a well fitted imna 
at parting : You shall repay me" said he 
•miling, ''cut of your first spoils: or, if Ihaae 
fall short of my expectatious, Messer Alderige 
wiU not sufler a friadd of his to lose through 
his kiuduess to a kiosmau.^ 

Castniccio traversed in safety tiie plciii# oC 
Flaoderst aad arrived at the French camp^ 
wlndi was pitched near Dduu« He peae 
trated with ,some cUfficul^ into the teal of 
Scoto : but that experienced generri soon per* 
ceived in the mien of the youtfa&il stranger % 
soldier's deportment and air of independencei 
that prepossessed him at once in his lavQiir« 
After having read the letter of Castruccio*3 
host, he addressed the youth with kiadiiisa« 
'* Our cuuutrymaD," said he, '^inforais me 
that you are the chief oT the aobie fieuaily of 
the Antelmiiielli, a name so well known in 
Italy, as to be itself a suffidedl introduction ta 
a native of that country^ You desire to serve 
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imdor imf aod I imi myseii booQwxd by jmx9 
selection ; my trcx>p must be a gainer by ibm 
•oqumUoQ of ao noble a voiuoteer/' 

Tlie manners of Scolo were courtly j and ia 

IwcBOtawtkm mth the youth has kean judges 

meot quickly discovered the quali^cations of 
Ci«taoek>< They <hoed togethor; ami aAHn* 
wardsi iiaviog equipped him in a becomiog 
^ he pre««it«l tua to the Ftaoeh king, 
from whoiB he ezpeneoced a &vourabb re^ 
enption. Cavtmerio did not Ml epeMfily 16 
ii^bnii Alderigo of iu» situataoo^ who immei* 
diately remitted him a sum of money amply 
MfficMBt £or Ua preaeat mpply* 

CasUuccio had now exchanged the idl^ 

fatedMof the fiagiah court for the Mlifste^ 

hours of a camp ; and on the fdlowiog day he 
MMndonhknaliiuydote 6oDlo|imaM* 
^ him With a suit of armour, aeiecting cyiie of 
tbe»oateaatiytliatlfaepoaaeBaed. ThentfMa 
a amaU. iron acuU cap which htted the head, 
and wns worn uiidBr the hetmet The casque 
jitself waa of highly pohahed iron iniaid with 
gold in beauuful devices^ and the mailed, eoi* 
iar fof hia emk eraa pbted wilh the aame pr^ 
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ciuus metal. The hreast-platc was finely 
carved^ and ftnteacd ovorthe shoukiert to the 
back plate,, wludi was laboured with kss dep 
hcM^* Xhft grtMfnB wluch aholhtici bis legs^ 

were beauUluUy miaid, ami abooe wkb gakl^ 
bis sword was of finest temper^ and the 
scabbacd, lichl; adorodd, hung at bia aide frtim 

an embroidered scarf; a shield and a good 

laooe completed hia equipoient. Armtofkia 

cosily manufacture were chosen for his horsey 

wtueh^ aefected . fiom tbe alad oi Soofeo^ 

strong, heavy and spirited* 

The next dajr tibs caoip waa in tnotioou It 
were needless to detail the events of this cam* 
paign : sevond batdes were fought, and aome 
towns takm» Tbe i^reoch wbo had hitberlo 
been losers, regrained their grouml; and in 
ewerjr action the .troop of &oM> difttinguiahad 
Itself, and among his troop Castruccio was 
pra-eaaiMnt in brafieiyi enterpriae and auoeM^ 

Scoto perceived, and warmly applauded iiii 
courage and oondnci: tbe fiune of his actioos 
was spread through the army, and his first 
campaign cvovrned him with that rofmlnt^ | 

which be had aspired. King PhUip hiw* | 
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self had witnessed his achievements j he be- 

hdd hwn is bci lod Ji tioop toi tbd oiifl^t^ nd 

.tui'iied iu fa\ our of Iraace the dubiou^i fortune 
of ft hudr-lotiglit dUqr« Tiie King poowd lib 
ipr^iude by bestowing on him such praiaes 
Md rawivdt at fiUed Cwtnificip with tiiumph 

^^^^^^^^^ ^^W^^^P^^J ^^ P^^^^^ 

Sooto YfBs quartered during the wioter si 

invited to partake of the gaieties of the Pari- 
mm oottft* He abqred tba aiimiiKm% ud 

^^t some weeks in the enjoyment of all those 

amwifimiiiitft wtttch the. palin cf Fhihp ttflordk 

ed. His beauty and grace attracted the notice 
of tfael«fiei;.aiK}hMf9iiiieia«niiftcaiia^ 
to be distmguished by the fxeach mobility* 

Toffwds the cbtB cf the win^ 
to the camp of Sooto, in wboae esteam he held 
a very hij^ place. Thi» general ddig^Had in 
imparting hi^.ei^p^ieace to w attontive a Ik^ 
ener, and in endeavouring to form the genius 
^^one wha he Coaeiaw woukL riae to the high- 
• .e&t rank among the lords of Italy. Castruccio 

.Ma-adsaliad at aU hows to his tout; . thajr 

JTode jU;)^€^€X i and^ upder tl^ pr^cept^ of one 
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wili Kpmnoad in Ike pottlks <tf baiy, Cas^ 

Iruccio began to uaderstand aod meditate tlii 
fwl fllKNild ctety wbtn be tMimed tio lluft 
wuiilvy. Yet Scoto's w%8 an evil scbocd ; and. 
If iSs pupil gMoed froifi a true inriglit inte 
Italiao politics, he at the same time learned 
the use of those arts which then so mudi 
fpaced that people. The Fumea Jitks bad 
been transferred across the Mediterranean ; 
#ad«veryJdiidof wile and artifice was prac- 
tised in the Italian palaces, which ever received 
£EQm the court of ttie Popes, as bam a wett of 
poison, courtiers and crafty politicians, wliO 

never permitted ifae art to iiul for want of tn^ 
etructors* Scolo had been more successful 
thao stoy o^her in tlie exerdse of this policy, 
and he now initiated Castruccio in the secrets 
of the Graft. Hitherto his mind had been in- 
nocence, and all his thoughts were honour. 
Frankoess played ob his hps ; il^;eml0U8lless 
nestled in Jiis heart; shame was ever ready to 
check him on tiie blink ef fofly; and the ten- 
derness of his nature seemed to render it im- 
possible for hm to perpetrate a deed ef hiteh^ 
ness or inhumam^« The court of £ngbnd 
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hid tnfbiad mm budtjr iok> Ut mond cvomI; 

but at least he had not learaed there hypocmj, 
mnd the wly trtft of « hoary politician. Still y 
^ stiait path of hooour amla&ingle mind had 
ever engaged bis choice. But nineteen h a 
dangfivous age; and iU betides the youth who 
confides himself to a crafty instructor. If Cas- 
fnicoio hiteoed «t fint with m ina t tent i ve oar 
to the counsels of Scoto, yet their frequent re* 
pacitioay and the wax-like docsilityof his maod^ 
quickly gave them power over him* 
^Yoo, mj dear CaaCmeeio/' said Seotcv^ 
will sooa return to your native counUy, 
where your talents and valour vwU open for you 
a brUhaot career. A soldier^ if he join wia^ 
doiii of counsel to soldiership, must for a while 

loocaed in Itidjr; andif hebepmdcnty heneed 

not fall as I did. A chief in Italy ought to pay 
strict atlentfon to die (fisci[rfioeand equipment 
of Ins-fbUowers, and to the spreadiiig the ter- 
ror of Imtiaiiie among Us ennmes. nmmMt 
be his first step; and without that the ibunda* 
tions of his power are as sand ; for to haw 
niaof cities suli))eQt to his command is as no* 
thinn^ in Uic hour of daogeri since if he control 
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tbem not with irgo, gold will ever &ad its way 
into the councils of the citizens ; and woe and 
defeat are to that chiefs who reigns ooly by the 
\/c\^ice of the people ; a choice more fickle and 
^eceitful than the famed faithlessness of wo- 

. '^But^ having once formed an army^ disd-* 

plined it, and shewn its temper by success, 
then is the time to change the arts of war for 
those of counsel, and to work your way as the 
mole, shewing no sign of your path, imtH your 
triumphant power comes forth where it is least 
expected. Nor be lavish of gdd ; for that is 
power while you possess it, weakness when 
^rrendered into the hands of another. But alii- 

* 

ances, marriages, uommal honours and promises 
, are the fit allurements to be used among our 
countrymen. , By one or other of t^ese nieans/ 
of such motley materials are Italian confede* 
racies composed, one single chieftain may ever 
introduce dissention and treason into the ene- 
my's camp. It was thos that. I fell ; for I did 
not trust to my own strength, but to that of my 
alUes« 

■ 

There are two classes of men ia Italy, 
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which indeed often cut like a two-edged sword, 
and turn upon their master, yet which with 
proper management are of infinite use in the 
accomplishmegt of secret tieaties, and the car- 
rying oa of correspondence in the very heart 
of the enemy'a councib : these aie the prietts, 
and the Uomini di Corte*. The priests are 
the least trust-worthy and the most expensive : 
yet sometimes 1 have seen th^ stand by their' 
employer, if he yielded them much respect and 
apparent submission, and betray him who ha^i 
paid them well, yet who bad neglected the arts 
of flattery. In their youth men are often kd 
to trust to thdr actions and their sword ; but 
every. day is another page uf experience, to 
shew us that men are governed by words alone, 
worda light as air, yet which have often been 
found capable of over turning empires : witness 



« Uommidi CarU, ot '^meo of ceurt:'* stoiy-tel- 
lerSi minstrels, actors, or buffoons, who frequented 
the teasts and courts held by the Italian noblemen/ 
and contrflbuled no small part to the amusement of 

those times. They are frequently spoken of by Boc- 
cacflfev 

VOL. I. r 



the trhiinphs of Ifae Popesy 1^ 

ai iaies of their enemies^ arid despoiled diem of 
Mttkv i^OBMiMM flAd Hfey by eM O i i innn iCT* 
tions, and anathemas— words, But^ in dis* 
covenAg thb infinite poiim in words^ tot it 
iMke you- prudent in their uae; be not chary 
in their quantity^ but look well to dieir quality. 
But to letuni to our^k»truai€OtB,r--fnnett% and 
Uamini di Corie. ^ ' ' 

^ Tbeie leltttr ere poor dogsi often fidthful, 

easily aatisfiedj and who can penetrate every 
where^ see 9i9ery tiling, bear every diiiig,iuMlif 
you acquire but the ait of getting their knuw- 
kdge ifiKmi them^ they become of inftnlB ntU 
Uty ; this is done by many words, much good 
hinnour^ end e Ride gold. 'Wlhen Delle Torre 
and I chased Matteo Viscoati iram Milan, 
that chief retired to live on bread and onions 

in bis nuttflnihte castle of St* rVJumKan tkmnnir 

tl\e Euganeau hiUb. All at once Delia Torre 
to suspect, tbait Matleo bad- received 
money from Germany, and was secretly col- 
leokiiif arm and men at bis castle. So he sent 
. ibr a Uomo di Corte, a famous fellow in those 
days, one Marco Lombanfi, vriio bad m feiRMr 
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misfoitunedy and said to him; * Now, my brave 

MmeOf.it yqniiWiiMgiia a pfttfinqr and agold- 

ml^roidered ,rQib^ I liave an ea^ t^iisk, whicl;i 

•wmphahwi Ibty thatt bf»^ be jminu 

as if oi\ your owa^pkaburei ^ the casde where 
'MattM VisofMiti ttOW fives ; spy vnHii AbiHi 
te^^bam of.arw or af^p^aoce of fiotdiers^ 
lod, when you tike leavo of the chie^ ttk him 
io a buflboniah xaaooer to ai^ftw^ yo^ Iwo 
questions : let those questions be, first, bow he 

likes hia pcea^at atatej aii4 if ha be not poodjr 

off; and secondly, when he hopes to letur^ to 

xMarco readily undertook the task, and vi- 
tttfid the ceilie of St* Gohimbaiia wfaepe he 
found Yisconti ill dr^ss^ ill fed, and worse at- 
tended ; fi»r there were about him oidy a few 
wrifiUbd and cop(^ followers^ wjionot beu^ 
atie to gwi moie in the wars, and too lazy for 
wock^GW^ U^MarYe.tbemfi6lves under biarooC 
His good lady was worse off, not having aliand. 
laaid te waitiqK>o.heMri and, as I ha«e .heard, 
there was but one capuchin between her and 

faorliMlNipdiwhldithiif wore Marco 
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'made but a short «tay in the castl^ for begot 

Dotliing to eat; but, as he took his leave of Vis- 
eonti| -he intreated the ehief to help him to gida 
a palfrey and a silken robe, * Willingly/ re- 
•pUed Vidccmtiy ^ if I am able ; but think not to 
get them from me^ for I have them not.' 

" * Noble count,' said Marco, ' answer me 
two questions, and I shall receive these gifts in 
pay for your answers/ 

^^And then he put the two demands, as 
DeUa Torre had instructed him. Visconti, 
who was discerning and cunning, replied: 

Truly I find my present situation suited to 
me, since I suit myself to it ; tell this to your 
master, Messer Guido Delia Torre, who sent 
70U ; and tell him also> that when his crimes 
out number mine, then it is God's will Uiat I 
return to Milan.' 

^' Delia Torre, relieved from his fears, since 
he undoubtedly feared German gbld moie than 
tiie due punishment for his sins, rewarded 
Marco as he had promised.'^ 

Such were the lessons of Scoto ; and tlie 
reader will easily forgive me, if I repeat them 
not so often, or dilate on them sa much as the 
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Chief lumielf dkL Castniceio UiteMd wiOi 
curioBity, hilf angry^ liidrcofiviAoed; 'atMi in 
those days the seeds of craft weie aowo^ that, 
flourishing afterwards^ contributed to Us ad- 
Tanoraeot to pow^ and glory* As wioter 
drew to a close, Scoto said to him : " I could 
have ymh&df my young firieudi that you fought 
milder my banners another campaigni and that 
1 might etiU enjoy the edveotage of your so- 
Qiety and iralour} but fortune orders it other- 
wisey and yon mmk awmy to Italy. Henry of 
Luxemburgh^ how emperor of Germany^ has 
begun to adnaee tbmuNb that couiitiry» where 
he will collect the wrecks of the G hibeline part^^ 
andendeamurtofe-establishtheoi. Youaiea 
Ghibeline of a high and &i^ul family^ and 
must not omtl tbb opportunity for your afiU 
vancement. Return to Italy ; join the empe* 
ror; wd I doubtoot that through his means 
you will be leslolwd to your wealth and rights 
in Lucca. Gki, Gastniecio; you are formed 
for ac^on and command : do not forget my 
leseoH* Heee or ki England they might be use- 
less, but in Italy they are n e cessa r y to your sue* 
oess. I doubtnotoftfaehij^ fortune that awaits 



102 VAI-F£ROA. XCb.V. 

you ; and it will warm old blood, if I thiiik^ 
tl»at I^ ati Milei aid a lioUier of 'fortune^ iight« 
kig uoder <x)lou]rs not my own, shall have coo- 
tributed lo ihe advancernddt of 89 loftjr a spirit 
as yours/' - * \ 
' Castruccio followed the advicci of Scoto; 
he took an ai&otioDaie^leaise of him> and again 
jeceived the courteous thanks of the French 

monatcb. He waa^ioaded with iiuaiy. cckljt 

presents ; and his sword, of the finest temper, 
the hih aiid -riieaitb ric^ . eaiboMed atad iid^d 
with jewels, was presented to hin\ by the hands 
ofth^qiMra; He cboMgnedlliaiBg^ 
sipuil by which he was enriched, into the hands 
df an itatiafl^mefofaaiat^'to-te conf^red by hia 
means into Italy ; he travelled himself on horser 
bacik, ae^conpatmd by a tervaii^. and a mdb 
which bore his armour; * " / 

Jouhieying at tids'l^itliiriy vata^ be airmd 
after an interval of soioe weeks, at the aouth*" 
eastern ^xtt'emity of France. He approached 
the* beautiful Alps, the boundaries of his native 
country : their white domes and peaks piereed 
the serene atmosphere ; and silence ^ deep 
silence of an Alpine winter, reigned among their 

m 

✓ 
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ravine^.. As he^dvaaced uUo tbeir sdi^ici^s^ 
heJott alfc traces .o£tliei90l8le|Mi' of man, wd 
^modt joi aiuaiala i — aii.aaj^ wpuld sgmeUpai^^ 
«sOM aiwineyorachttmois wae seeahwgipgoo 
Uieaeaiiy perpeadicular nx^ Tbegiwtpu)ef 
wm» weighed down by a kiigacanopy <^ $xHm { 
aod the aileiit tomento audfrozra wat6iiaU# 
eoveredf am) akamt hid, by the uniftHm mass. 
The paths of the vaUies, axKi tha,asc«iit pf tha 
naountains, ever difficult, were almost impassa- 
ble$ perpelMiA sboweisof snow hid crary tracks 
and a few straggling poles alo^ie guided the tr^r 

velHep ID Ustdai^aroaa jonftwgr* The vidtui^ 

luting his DCSt iQ the rock, screamed above, 
aeanuag to taU Iba jraah adventueer/iiho dai^d 
disturb his haunts, that hi&tora limbs wefelhi^ 
tiiiNiia dM to Um, theJMOorcbof tbatiiagipQ* 
Soiaetimes even, the road was strewed with the 
manriiers of the wafamm datamtiBf wboaa snitt 
foot had failed among the snows ; and th^ ap* 
proach of CastmcGiD scaied ttm: l»rda of. pr^y 
from their repast on his halt-irozeu lunb3. Q04 
pass was^partieularly daageroiis : Iheipad ^nraa 
cut in the side of a precipitous mountaio ; be^ 
km, tiie-alream wbi<^ haddtar^ its vmr im 



Digitized by Google 



the vtry dsplh of tbe wMmf^ wftsluddQii bgr 

the overhaogiog of the precipice; above, the 

except where the mow had fuuud a resting* * 
place in it» deitSy towmd m high that the 
head became dizsy, when the traveller would 
itwe pmA cm the w«Ued*m beoyena. The path 
was narrow^ and beuog entuely exposed to ^ 
aoutb; the snows that covered it had been 
riigbtly iB fi tf d i and ^^ g^*** ScossOf so that they 

had become slippery and dangerous. Cas- 

tniocb dismounted from faia bone; and tunw 

ing Ids eyes from the depth below, h^ led him 
slowly on, until tha widening of the road|» and 
the appearance of a few pares diminishCri the 
Mror of tha sniTounding ol^eets. 

Then^ finding theroad less dangerous^ he re- 
mounted, and p To e eadi i^ cantioualy along 
the edge oi the precipice, when he heard a 
Toice behind hira as calUng for help. Hastily 
dismounting, and tyiQg the animal to a jutting 
point of the rock, he returned to that chasi% 

wineh he had jwt pamad with tueh treman* 

dous didiculty* There lie saw a mule standing 
quiatly by llm load sida^ bu^ on tbaateep fi^o 
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of tbe piwopfee afimftstbelow^ he pmmyed: 

a mao cliogiug to the pointed inequalllies of tlie 

mountain^ widr such enfgy tfiai his mrbokr 
force and being seemed to live in the gr^^p^ 
aod his voice fittled as be agaio endeavourod to 
cry for help. Castruccio's servant had Ungered 
far bdund, so that he was oUiged alone to at- 
tempt the fearful task of drawing tbe sufierer 
from his apfielling situetioD. He unbound his 
sasby and, tying one end to the giitb of tlie 
mule's saddle, sud taking the odier m his haad, 
he threw it down to the man below* By these 
meahs^ with infinite diffieulty, he socoeedqd in 
hoisting up tbe poor wretch, wbo^ white ^md 
wrinkUd untfa fear, stood ahnost as entranced, 
when h^ found himself safe from tbe frightful 
death he had feared. Gastruocio soothed him 
witb a gentle voice, and told him that now tbe 
worst part of the journey was over, and that 
tbey were about to descend by an easier path 
to the plain of Italy ; w^fere," he said, ''you 
will 'fipd a paradise that will cure all; your 
evils;*' - t • 

The ttian looked at him with a ndJrtttie of 
wonder, and what might have been cosgtrued 
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ii^i:oaieiBpt^ bad .Tninrlitii ipad» jdgd 

lIMI COKI inlll iMffy jWlpM «0 tM i66img Ot 

Uan.^ Arid Castruccio smiled to perceive, that 

futatioa to bis assertion <^ this boasted cbarma 
of Iid^' 

After resUog until the unfortunata traveller 
httd MMMrad hdakh'ttMl-Miiiw Ibey mooMdsdl 
along the mountain, saying httie, for the path 
iM»'4d#'4angefoai to wtmit ot^coamnkim. 

¥ft|' when Castruccio dared takahia eyes irom 

^^ Tft iiHiH ffj ^ omiously ^Ai^ ifT'^nptjnioii fttftuofi bad 
given him* He was a mto by whose dry and 
wiiriM^fae»yoii aij^frnia him tob» amdf 

sixty years of «ge} and yet, by the agility and 

incw ' jttfithfiri sBpfManKMt^ ct lua fmQOy.fao 
could not be more than forty. His eyes were 
.i«att, htoak nit i|iBtliiig » hm Ham i^ilaii 
and turned up ; liia lips were as. a 
teak UDCtfpnad and MM«>^Ai| MseDt bv dMe 
deqp wiinkles at each coiuor : bU eyebrows 
' fPMdbaariadMkinalty ; and yet'sfal; Ug^ 
iorebead denoted a good undpntinriing^ liis 
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clothed with a mixture q£ poverty a(Kl j^nk, 
which it amtiMd.CailMiMb p> <rtMi7e^. . H# 
wore gilt spurs as a Imigb^ wdf^Mi^ully folded 
fio^hm iaddb ,befopB.hHii^'wif anehMMlt 
edgfid wilhjdeip gold lace; h^/was dad a 
^eslo0c, ftndt dms of tfareadlMr^ cMh widi«a 
kind of narrow tiowsers made, of coHHUQp.iti]^ 
jdiWMd flheq^ slan, wbicdi with many 

Jcopte wd iii(^r8ecU0Q9:rQ0xid, his legs ^h^d 

'kfft eapuchia cloak wrapped about him^ 
ix^adc jof coanvp, iianofil. ftnnh su\ waa called ic/^ 
vii7e;(^ because it was manufactured in Sclavo- 
luat mi m» Hidm at tUi^ .tiine ^ .th9> p^oies t 
class of Italians. On his feet be wore gieat 
jcoarse^ bpota ot undressed ^l^eep «l|i%;t^&iw 
niched a singular contrast to ^le golden spurs 
-attached u> them ; his head w^l ix^vfi^ oaty 
by a scull-cap of iron mail sewed tf> <^Ipth^ 
wbicb.uri^ iHiM in those tiipca.a^ my flfar> ' 

The spn de§(^ded ^9 th^ pyr^Aied ti^eir 

)ita|xty Caiit9Cu$ci)o's :«9inp^on .drew his 
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pUtd Cm i ttc d to y ^ the UMMfr iiiU har up ik ^ 

bait m bouxp aad being but just past its fuU| 
we mi^y I thfoir, pimeed taMy*^ 

Xk^ Bot tm»i to ,tbe aumiy'' laid bi» CQD^ 

panion ; "its shadows are deep and fearfu^ 

end lie tight aot km dengocoqs; somttiiBct a 

beam cast from among trees across tlrc l oad^ 
ynU lock bke e numing streMii^ nd tt» Uedk 
shades may c^mceal the niost frigbt&U dangers. 
I dere ilol proeecd by moonKght, end em us^ 
wUiing to part company with you oa this 
iftwedfiil tcmA4 I- beg ytcNi-to iioi— I to pasa 
"die oight at 4bat ^louseb'' 

I readily agree, if that be indeed a house; 
aod.net an unroo fe d sbeq^ootj for I-benlty 
expect, to find in these regions a bed softer 
thu the toAp or a loof which witt^otor me 
better than the moonlight sky.^ 

Hie eollage wai shut up, and ita iahabHaiits 
asleep ; but, called up by the shrill voice of the 
eldfli' travefter^ a man rotted biflMQlf out from bis 
bed of dried leaves and sheap aldosi and opeo* 
eo me noer* " ww v&ooamig me'iniTvnBra^ ac 
quiokly blev/ up the decaymg a&h^ of a fire 
10 the middle of the only room of the cottage. 
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tfnd it tliiew a light da. the bare viUil of .thk 

disconsolate apartmeat; the smoke rose and 
fiUed tbe tipper part of ^ room, wlale m siiiall 
portion only escaped through, a round bole in 
the roof* A large bed, or nifther dotaiitory of , 
dried leaves .and. tbe italics pi Indiap £orn, was 
long one flkfe of ^ roooi^ on whidi 
many both men and women lay^ peeping out 
on the travellers from under their sheep skin 
coverings : there was m fiimitine^ enept a 

rude bench, and a ruder table; the bare walls 

.were Uack and faUipg..do«n». wbiie Ibe' sky 

peeped through many cracks in the roof. The 
room was so fiUed with tbe steocfa o£ ^Uck 
. and smoke, that Castiruccio, hastily retreating 
to the door, adted hb compamoD .whether be 
would not prefer proceediug on his journey, 
Tbe bitter appeared better aocustoiAfid.to the 
sight and smell of such miserable cabins, and 
.beuaed bttJUtoKNiteloqueiiGe to persuade Ca»» 
truccio tliat the shelter of the cottage was pre* 
ferafale to the pme and keea «r of lieaven^ but 
findii^ tbe latter resolute in his determinauon 
not to enter, be told fasm, tiat baring warmed 
fo^ a few nuffiules hia half frozen fingmirand 
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*^^^Mi^Bt ^V^^^^^^^^V ^^^^^^ ^W^M^^^n ^^W^ 'I^^^F^F ^^^^^V^^^^^^^VjB' ^n^B «w ^^^^^^^^^ 

ooQip^AiOtt of t/9fttrnccio luKi not fi)^ 
aggerated the extreme danger of the road hy 

n m tiA ^Hr The ftinlrtmwi hcwin nftrn rafi wri 

to proceed, or to penetrate the murky depths 





1 







ievea blackeaiog ^ ^oow* The; rode m 
tkomfy mod tmaAaoAy^ md HmkUmnng taoa^ 
j |M r ft>n u^ thfimselves U t^jfi advsoced in ib^ 
Jwcent, It ww'iiMrsioiMiliifmtfaeyrMeli- 
^cl Siu% wimsy hftvifig pMted tbd ^tungfyrii < rf 
the journey^ the elder traveller, recovering his 
.vifitt ftM^ loooUfiolMik rodd hd Id GMtrufaciiQ* 
and asked him where he intended \o re^t after 

tbMX be hoped to fiud an ioalB ti^ town, audi 
If not, 1» dhooM apply lo wotm mtm^utj, 

where he doubted not be should be provided 

widi iaod aad riMilwiigr tin Mttwibg day aod 

' •'Sir,'' said fm eotAfmaoih ^l^Mt^t 
stcaogBr in Siiaa^.and lum m partocukr om 
■good old fnend, Messer Tadeo della Ventura, 
imU known to tfafi f iorontinM and o^bec IttH 
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lians who pass over this mounUun for the pur- 
poses of merchandize : this worthy man will 
receive me as ao old friend and guest; and^ as 

you both generously and bravely saved my life, 

I can do no less than offer to introduce you 

to tlie soft couches and good wines of Mess^ 
Tadeo." ' 
" Nor will I refuse your offer; for soft couches 
be ^dcome to^niy acfain^lidiieB^aod good 
wine a pleasant cordial to my weaned spirits : 
. {herefore, sir knight^ I Aaids yoibi faelirtify for 
your courtesy/*' * " .' • . ' ; 
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CHAPTER VI. 

CaUruccio in Italy— Susa^Creed of Bene- 

dettih 

M£SS£a Tadeo rec^^ bi^ old friend with 
wpect and firMiuMiip ; and^ courtoondy 
comiog Caatruccipi be led them iato a lai]ge 
hall) where the sight of a repast already set 
out «eei&ed to difiiiflejoy ov& tbecountcsuMAces 
of botli travellers. The hall was richly hung 
vnih scaiiet doth, and the taUes and seats co- 
vered with tapestry; at the upper end of Uie 
room was a chimney and a fire^ near which 
taking his seat^ Messer Tadeo invited the new 
comers to join several other friends of.biS|Who 
arranged themsdves round the table. 
^ When liie long ceroniony <^ <finner was 
finished^ and the servants were busy in remov* 
ing the tables, Messer Tadeo proposed to the 
newly arrived guests to conduct them to a bed- 
chamber, where they might repose after the 
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fatigues of the jauroey. Tbey both gUcUy acr 
oepted tlu8 oflbr ; and tn a deep aod refimUng 
jfileqp Caatruccio forgot bi« cunoftity coapernr 
ing who or what his companion might be, and 
the latter recovered irom the trembling fear 
of danger, which had haunted him since his 
escape of the preceding day. 

When Castruccio aiobc al about six o'clock 
in die eveningy he joined Messer Tadao^ who 
was sitting with the other traveller ia tiie great 
hall. The rest of the compaiqr departed ; 
and these two were in earnest .conversation, 
mbkii they changed wheft Caatruccio eiKlered* 

After some time, holding up his finger, and 
dranwiiig down sAVL longer the k»ig wrinkkes of 
his cheeks, the feliow-traveUer of Castruccip, 
in a mysteiioiis manner, {mmouooed the word 
which hdd been given to the sddiei:s of Ali^ertQ 
Seoto, that they might distinguish one another 
during the darkness of night, or the oonfusioii 
ofbaHle; Castruccio, bearing this, easily ^i* 
vmed that be had a fellow soldier, and a friend 
of hb chief, in Us strange travelling coropa*- 
aion i so smiling, he uttered the countersign, 
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and the olheri turning on him, as if the gbosi 
of -whotti^be had knowB ipaarf jam heSon 
had risen before him, hastily enquired^ You 
lerved thtn an iu» troop?'' 
' Ye*/' rephed Castruccio, " I had the hor 
nour of serving under the noble knigbt^ jMbtsoF 
Alberto Scoto } aad, ia having i;e&dered you a 
iomce^ I am atSD more* happy toind that I 
aaved^ooe who has iougbt under the ^sano ban* 
ners with myself/* . , - 

<' ^ la jour naoaa a sooioti ? \ . < 

« " I am of a noUe Lucchese family^ now 
exikd and wamlteing; my name is Castniem 
Castracani del Antelminelli." 
* Tbe dder traveller <aiiddeDly aaose,. and, odi» 
bracing Castruccia warmly, bestowed on bin|. 
H tebfiieiiy Umb, aad .Aea toniag to Taibo^ 
said : This morning I introduced to you a 
Itraoger whoae mtrit widi mo waa that of havw 
ing saved my life at the imminent risk of his 
o#n; 1 inlDoduoe to- jou a gaUant Kd* 
dier, whose name has been spread through 
Frafice, lis that of the bravest warriw and the 
ablest conunander that foughton theliow Coun!» 

» * 
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Uies ; tlie Sieur Castruccio is a name wl^cb 

tirea iim cUkimi ui f imm* whb gratis 

tudey and the Flemings ti^mble to lieai 
' ManycompriiiieiilB|ittiS6d^;«iit^^ 

wiU i cooceal from jou, Mosser CasU'ttccio^* 

fhat my name is Benedetto Pepi, a Cremonese, 
teir icfabiihig to III jr cmi com 

gained laurels aiid kmght^iood under the haxi^ 

ntn-al MesserSooto^ - Yoq, my deiv comj 

panion^ say that you are an exile; but great 
diangea am tN»r iaidiig pkte itt Uaif^ 4ald^ 
knowing who you are, wemay weil fuimityou 
6i fbe cdbfideBtM eoimitatiaii^ Itefl I HiA 
Measer Tadea were faoifbig^'Wiien you eo^ 
loisd, coa c i ei'uing id! thatlias pttMed littw ite 
Mival t>f tbe euvj^ot Heorj m italy.*' • * 
' Saying this, Benedetto made a slight sign 
tp his friend^ wfai<^Castnioiio etiiif gueveHI 

to be an admonition to be discreet in his dis- 

dosuies^ TadeoitipUedlolhsirigB Vf*^^ 

and said: - - 

through Milan^ dined ^£^terday at my house } 
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they had mtoeM^ tbe entnipce of the em-^ 
fsna iolD ttm aiy. The k»d of MUaoi 
Guide ddla Torre, was obliged to discharge 
hift soy iersy aad unarmed^ at the head of aa 
unarmed multitude, went out to meet tbe_ em-, 
pstOTf who bad ihe ViacooU m bU traiDf and 
all the Ghibeliaes. die old enemies of the Torre 
faoiUy* Tfaes^ age pow reinstated ia thdpr pos- 
sessions; yet Henry still pretends to impar-. : 
tiality, and in bis march has restoted all the 
exiles to their various towa% whether they be 
Guelphaor Ofaibdij9ea»'^ 

I won^i^,'' said Pepi^ bow long be will 
keep on the mask; few men are impartial, 
an. emperor i^erar; to one curioua in atat^ 
affairs it were a fine occasion, to conjecture 
what will be the iswe and crown of these pre* 
tensions/' 

''Why/' asked Caatruccio, '^should not 

they be as they appear i pannot the emperor 
he animate by a generous pohcy, and wish to 

reconcile all parties by a just and tair proceed- 

« Impossible ! " cried with energy; 

^^an einperor Just! a prince imjpardal! Do 
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not tlirones rest upon dissentions and quarrels? / 
And must tbere not be weakness in the people 
to create power in the prince? I prophesj; 
and as a dilcreet man I prophesy sddom^ yet 
I now securely foretell, that Henry will set all 
Italy by the earn, to reap the fruits of their 
dissentions. He procures the recal of all the 
exile s I admire bis policy, worthy of being ' 
studied and understood by all who would reign. 
Can GhibdUnes and Ouelphs live within the 
walls of the same town ? No more than one 
vessd can contain fire and wafer. No ; the 
dties of Italy will be filled with brawls^ and 
her rivers run blood/ by means of this con- 
junction. If he bad meant to estabhsh peace 
m Italyi lie would have assassinated all of one 
party, to secure the hves of the other; but to 
unite them, is to destroy both, and under the 
mask of friendslup to get into bis own bands 
all that each has possessed." 

Pepi uttered this harangue with an energy 
and a vivacity that startled Castruccio; his 
black eyes spaikted, im brows became ele- 
vated^ and drawing down the perpendicular 
wrinkles of his cheeks, and contracting the ho« 
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Haontal onet of iu& icmhead^be looked lound 

^ith an air of triumph ou ius cpo^)fy3ions. 
: <<Yoa sayitnie, Messer Beaedetto^'' siu^ 
T^deo^ groaning at thadiaouil prognostications 
of fats friend; ^.andLgreally fear lest dus pre- 
tended justice prov^ tha };v^hvf9td Sot wBf 
^nd bloocMied. Yet now all wenrs tiie ap- 
pearance of peace and brotherhood* -Xbe lorda 
-of Langusco, Pavia, Vercelli, Novara and 
Lodi have »»igned their .l^ianmes and. given 
up the kc} s of their respective towns .to Henj;^ 
iimd Imperial Vicacs ase every nvhera jesi^ 
blished. G uido della Torre, the proudest and 
iSiost powdfiil tyrant of Lombardy^ has- sob»* 
mitted; and the court of the emperor ^t ^Jiian 
is crowded by the lords of the town^ in th^ 
east of Italy^ and the ambassadors of the firee 
states of the south/' 

'^Has Florence submitted?'' asked Cas- 
Uuccio. ; . 

« No that town and its league holds out; ^ 
Siertoa, Lucca and Bologna*. Yet^ when the 
emperor marches scttth^ we shall see those 
proud repubficans bow thor s^knees." 
a.Nem!- cried Pepif Bolog^ t^UK^ 
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«nd Sianm augr submit; but noraaoe 

will; the; are sliff-kneed^ atiffiiecked^ aod hate 
Ibe muM of mnperor and master tBot^ tbaA 
fope Urban hated the house ufSuabia. Tbesa 
tv^Uicansy v^^om' firom my soul I delesti 
have tonied^tpihe fibihriinegj aod are now 
fighting with the nobles^ and asserting the su« 
fimoiity.of ;thd vidgai^^ tilLfB¥€^^ * 
of its meanest lane fancies himself as great a 
prince as tfie emparor fitenry hnnsalf* Be* 
sides, when all else fails, they will buy him off: 

these fl(mntiM8«4iiaodcr Um»^ 

and pay thousands to purchase what would be 
a defcr baigun even as a gift. Tbebr watch* 
word is that echo of fools, and laughing stock 
of the wise^Iiberty. Surely the &tber of 
li^ invented that bait, that trap^ at which the 
multitude catdi^as a mouseat a bit of cheese; 
well would it be £:>r the world, if they ibund 
(he same riid; *andy as the nibbUng mouse 
pulls down, the iron on his head, they, as if 
they had one neck, were lopped off, as they 
seized their prize >«4»utfkiroDce flourishes i " 
Pepi ^ded his speech with a deep groan, 
and continued lost in tbou^; while Tadeo 
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and Caslniccio ^ dmuaeed - the .4^^ 

might arise from the jiew order of. things es- 
toUUfaed in Italy; iaod Caitroecio cnmed liia 

« 

totenticMi of joining the train of . the eonpemr^ 
aad his hopes of being by fals means reinstated 
in his paternal estates* The. evening wcire 
away daring these dMcdssaons, and they re- 
. tired early to rest The next morning Cas* 
trucdo and Pepi took leave of Tadeo, and de- 
parted tc^ether pn the road to. Milan» 

For some- time they rode along silently. 
Castruccio was overcome by a varied OEM- 
ings on again visiting Italian earth. Although, 
being winter, the landscape .was siript Jbare, 
and its vineyards and corn-fields alike appear- 
ed wast^ yet Castruccio. tbou|^tbatMrocnifi« 
try could vie with tliis in. beauty, unless itw^ 
the plain of Lucea, such as he rammbesedtt^ 
the last, time lie beheld it^ then a child, stand- 
ing on the summit of bis iatfaerfs palace^**— 
gU ded.by lulls, and the many-towered ci^ set 
as its heart in the He kmged fw a 

companion to whom he couid pour put his full 
kaart; for hi8.aimflowuig4eUittg8 had for a 
time ^wept away, the .many lessons of Alberto 
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Sools. He liMgol mMUmi, mud the Jwaiw 

of pnocriy magoificence which he hdd cherish^ 
td iot niftftjr iiiO i itfiB» He feigot MiImi^ the 
itoqieror, the Giidphs and Ghibelines, and 
itewpd to iNHry -UttMl^ is ft bee id Ibe ANt« 
graal dnsle ol a rosei in the softest and most 
iieeiiiie enolMii} tiH^ helf leeovtrio^^ kic 
blushed to Sod his e>es diaii eod Us cheek 
steimd' by tfie puie leers of bU deep end tm* 
eduitefated feeltogt Tunuog hastily round, 
be vn» gtod to observe his c&mffuAota some* 
what behiod eod he leiaed ie his horse 
that he might approach. Pepi rode up with 
Jus mc e sui ed peoe; end it «|oukl have been a 
onrious study to i^mark the contrasted coun- 
tsoeiices of die - tiaveHers x * CSstriHsctOy gib* 
rious in beauty ; liis deep eyes suffused wilh 
tserap end Im ^|is faieeddtig peweft and dt^ 
light, was more opposite than Ught to dark^ to 
the herd lioes 6f - Fepii*s hfiCy whicb were un- 
moved as he glaiiceci |us small bright eyes iroo^ 
sidetbiide^ wbileito odiersign shewed tllst 
he fieit or thought ; his mouth shut close, his 
peffMO iiff and streif, Ms Imee^pMssmg bis 
muie's flaidui and hia ungainly hory^emansfaip 



,$xm» must have beea p^on&ed on fooit. 

Ax, tengtb UTisd <^ siteac^ aini wilJjtf^ to 
sp^k although to so uoaympathiaiDg a b^ipg^ 
.Cft^tTMccio a9k^: ^'M«6Sj^ Be|3^t(Q^ 3^ 
seemed last night to groan under the weight of 
.^ur haM^ed of ^ f iorenliw^. l^pw I.h^itt 

;good reason to bate tlieni, sluce by.tjieiir means 

j^jr par^ vas ^puifid^aQil Xiiicoa rankiamoiig 

the Guelpbip cities of Tusp^ny. But you 

JUB o( Qronooa^ a torn naparatiNl frafu Vip- 

mwQ by many mountains aud, i ive(^ ; whi^iv^e 
fdnunafivne ansaa you r atibMmeiiee of tliif .n- 
public?" ^ ... 

Pe{tt find bia little piercing eyes-upon Ca«- 
.^uccio^as if to read into iiis heart^.aad di^vj^ 
'the sacret. modve of this* quaslion ; ; bot* l)|e 
Jraok ai^ noble beauty of bis £eilow4rav«Hir 
,WM fiucb, that it vvm had an efiect on this 
^ms^*» ngfd soul; and^ as g^^d on bKl|i| 
r the hard liaea of his fece seemed to melt away, 
aad be replied at br&t.witb geatlenesaf- untUi 
carried away by his sut^ect, he poured forth 

tiba ton:aiU of bis baJbred witb <k waontbjri^^ 

. to observe in one, wbo in g^^uier moai^j3 ftp- 
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pewid BM)^ i» a man nrnk of ifoadi^ Wil^ 

ther, thau of flesh and blood ; ; . 

♦ 

' l^ff^J^fffiod^bkaAt you My tru^ I hate th^ 

Floreptiue* >et 1 m^y well find it difl&cull tp 
i^^tSB^m i fbar xieitber iaave tbe; wc|iind«d 

nor stolen my purse, npr done me aa^ otb^r 

• gq|«Upa)tti7 p^lieitke naumf biiU am a Ghi* ^ 

^i^Une, th^r^fore liiate them^ 
wQiild not bate m peopWf that ilespise the emr 
^1^^^ and allMvyiul authorit}'; that have.a^ 
jkft jH^e dug up the jburied iom of lUmtf^ 
fH^fii^ die4 w^ca Milan fell vinder tl^ YisconU j 
iHln^ tbdr very nobles to become vulgar^ 
.^d%^ux;Lt3 of the palacei ajod county pf ^ 
Mifftre^ to inscribe their names aa^weavefs an^ 
fucrim i who go about the . woiki eoachu^ 
themselves.by a.wioked usury, and return uiA 
squander the money in purcbafing jiceJtioe iof 
ihemsdves i Is not their town filled ' with 
brawls, and are not theii: streets strewed witb 
the ruins of the palaces of the noble Ghibe- 
lines i i>p they not one day undo the of 
the day before, and ever introduce more an^ 
.moise liceoc^.^ Now create every two months 
a set of magistrates^ who take ail jpower out of 

G 
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the hands of die iich| and now a captain of 

the iwoplei who protects and rmm the ^ 

multitude, till every lord must cap to bis shoe* 
"watiMi Tbeeimapb is yriM 1 ftbfaor; ttft 
iiot Luccai Bologna and Sienna free i and tb^ 
contegkMi spreads ofcr LonilNurdy, Oh I t& 
every saint in heaven would I put up my pray^, 
'to Vie devil' famnclf would I pfe mf ttwritl 
t(lratthat so good a work could nevor have been 
^ohe by Us tneatis), if, as was once proposed,, 
tbe town of Florence bad been raasd, its atraets 
sown with salt, and its inhabitants scattered 

4ike Jttn wad Sdavomens about Ifae worid. 

Curse thee, curse thee, Farinata, that througb 
^ metiis this was not done ! " 
■ A disinterested love of the Imperial power 
^A^es these emoKioiis i In trditli yon 9n the 
warmest Ghibeline 1 ever knew.** 

My ftiend, the woriif, trust me, w3l never 
go weU^ until tbe rich rule^ and die vulgar sink 
to their right station as rfaves of die aetf/ Yoti 
Wiit readily allow that war is the scourge of 
the world ; now in free towns war has a bettei 
iNrresty than where proper and legitimate air- 
ttuni^ is estabhsfaed. During war ueitlier uui 
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safety; fi^-niay be womded in brmitby ouf 
MffsioDs despoiled. Now my plao » eisy, sunf* 

j^^^^ ^^^^^^^ ^yv^pfivwvp^p^w^v V Jf^^^^^ ^^f^w ^^^^ w^i^^^w 

iusloiyy you must know, Uiat the fortune o/ 

y^^^^^^^p ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ ll^^^^ ^^"^V^^P^^^^^^^^^ ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^r^^^^^^^^P ^^^^^P ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^V 

liufidneds of slaves^ whom tbey brought up to. 
^Iillipi|p$' W^ta^ n fld ttflip ind'tlMD lit ihMi 0t$ 
tfk flQid% oT/permiited diem to keep shops and 
make money, idaoh dMi lUMlm iMttml, pay^ 
a iBiaUt flum ibr ^^^^ joecmmy mij^ 
port. Sodi k tfceoideri fvUcb^ if 1 w«iie • 

tlirifyTft 1 WfHiLri ^Ati^ilifilx^ muA gggmgrv tQivii^ Aiicb 

1^ Floreoce, where all is noise and talk^ should 

thoqsiuid rich men 3hould possess all the rest 

to th^r folds^ and recdve their pittances with 
iImiI fttlnasM ami htuailifer/' 

^ But i4 instead of sbeep^ they were to b$ 
vobwiijaiid luni vbImIb Id their maatMs i M ap 
,thioks thar numbers would pamc-suike tboj' 
tpfr tbowaad drivers.'' 

„ iiay^.theu w^ would displajr our whipiy 
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and drive the flock to riiarket. Slaves rebel k 

we wO\ild stafve them into decent submission.'^ 

^' Castruccio could not help being amused by 

the strange policy and earnest manners of the 

Italian lawgiver, and replied : " But, Messer 

Benedetto, I dispute your first propositionj 

and assert that there is as much war and 

bloodshed under kings, as in republics. You 

who have fought in Flanders, and I who have 

also visited England, know this to be true; 

yet in France and England the people do not 

mingle with the quarrels of the nobles ; so I 

think you must mend your constitution, and 

reduce your two thousand slave-drivers of Flo* 

fferice to^a sihgle one'\ yet I am afraid that, if 

there were only one in each town of Italy, or 

even if there wefe onty twb in the whole world, 

they would contrive to create war and blood- 
shed." * A':<;/L*' b:.. ,abic»liisKtt,^. 

" That," replied Pepi, with a groan, " is 
the great fault that I find in the constitution of 
the world. If the rich would only know their 
own interests, we might chain the monster^ 
and again bury Liberty. But they are all 
fools; if the rich would agree, if the few 
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ffelflMlii 'MmiI' liMn nMd trait fo Ibo wbnd^ 

would league io vamty, instead af quarrelling^ 
meh m iMm •§ ttMit of norenee wouM odI' 
subsitt a But^ if rcasou bad a trump a* 

I«ci#i^ thtt tfMeh wtH awaken us at thahsl^ 
itij^ Ibe ehwh of arms of tbeaeaemeleM people 
\»^uld drown it. Now, If instead of quarreU 

lingf tim Popo and Fiedmc Barbmna htA^ 

made a league, all Italy would now be on its 

MtWMi%ifeft MiirHmryiif Lu«nibomg|i> Aad 

Oiie day this iiiay bej markuiy vvocdsj tyranny 
it m- imll(ksf Uee, alribai » d^ep lool, and 
<»ch year it» branches grow larger and largei'/ 
Mfritft ahalie spreada wider and mden White 
ttberty is a word^ a breath, an air; it will dis* 
i^te, ^md-FKirencebeeoine as slavish as it is 
iiryir Hd)pUk>us ; did not Aoa^ 

am little acquainted witli the history of 
antient tifiiaa/' said Caatrticcio gaily ; ^ but, 
feincc the world began, I can easily imagine 
Ihflt: alRties hftve men and Mmx we are bttttdr 
With regard to futurity, and metbinks it is fool- 
Mi Id intild far n longer taimliian It iDi^ 
Kiogdon^s are as fragile as a porcelain vessel 
tMedligr the ocean; Day,so very wA aretbey^ 



]£8' VALPEIIGA. [Ch. VI. 

that even the stars, those small, silly points of 
y light, ace said to rule them ; and often, when 
they are at their highest glory, God sends his 
scourges, pest or earthquake, to sink them for 
/ever ; let us work for ourselves alone ; we may 
I be obscure or famous, grovelling as the worm, 
n or lofty as the kingly eagle, according as our 
V desires sink or mount." 

Discoursing thus they arrived at Turin, and 
were again entertained by a merchant, the 
friend of Pepi. Here they found a numerous 
company, who all discoursed with warmth con- 
cerning the political state of Italy, and poured 
forth the most extravagant praises of the em- 
peror Henry. He had passed two months ia^ 
Piedmont, reconciling factions, hearing com- 
plaints, and destroying the vexatious tyrannies 
of its petty lords, fepi, not considering this 
a fit occasion to poison these sanguine hopes 
by his prophecies, sat in silence with elevated 
brows and pressed lips, turning his sharp eyes 
from one speaker to anotlier, as if by their 
means to drink in all the intelligence the poli- 
' ticians were able to afibrd. 

The next morning Pepi and Castruccio part* 



ed^ whether this was caused tlie necessities 

« <it pgwteiice of the fapiMff ranii^ 

mined. He aliped that his bu^ess called 
iMin'to Akcnodfia in his way. to CreoioQ% 
aiKl the road of Castr.uccio la^ directly for 
Whxk. 0» partmg Pe|M made a speech, ex^ 

pressive of his gratitude, and the return he was 
mHh^ to render iirihe benefit be hid looeiv* 
ed; which a wekx)me to his house and 
bbaidy wlMDever b» preserver should past' 
through Cremona. ^ Yet," he added, if jou 
faaiio my ether friewk in that town, you may 
be wiU prefer them to me. I have, as X related 
y^terday, sufihred SMiiy losses, and am eudea- 
vouriQg to lepair them by an cecooomical mode 
of ttfe ; [ have no rich wioes or soft couchest 
and can oeuber afibrd to burn wax* lij^htSy nor 
.to eat delicate food.^ I have a good tower to 
my 'bouse ; aiKlt utw thati am a kiggh^ I shall 

have a good horse io oiy stable j aiid that is 

aU I bikve to boasti You seem* to have, no 

taste for coarse^are or hard beds j and diere* 
foie my dwdlmg would ia no manoerbe agiee^ 
able- to you.** 

05 
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Ckdtracdo thanked him, and tmd t M ty tm^ 
jpliedi that, as a soldier, he had beea accus- 
tomed to hardship and fNivaltoBi 
the poverty of PejA's dweUing render it less 
worthy In his feyes ; and they oohMy tdot IMW 
of (Hie another, Pepi trotting gravely on tbe 
road towards Alessandria, ht« beid (nil of plan^ 
which he kept<:arefuUy locked up in hia own 
brain, and his hard lined face, faithful to hi^ 
'commands, giving no indications of what was 
ptissing in his soul. 

Castruodio rode on gaily towards Milan; 
the cheerless wintry sky and the cold air could 
Kiot ftme his buoyant afurits or his hopes* He 
panted for action^ for distinction, and for 
power ; yet he no longer desired tbete things 
as a boy, unknowing of the road which led to 
thcan* Doting the interval which he had spent 
in England and France, he had studied human 
nature with the observant eye of genius ; and, 
ail careless as he appeared to be, be bad learned 
how \o pteaise the nniltitieide, howio flatter fte 
foibles of the noble, and thus to gain the hearts 
of men and to rule them. Under Alberto Scolo 
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be had revolved with care the political a^aie 

of Italy^ such as that commander had pictured 
it to bim ; his fAsm of Jordship and conquest 
were already iormed; .be had only the iirst 
jtep to maket to proceed afterwards with a swift 
to tbe.j^^al Sot which lie pauted* 
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' ' CHAPTER VH. 

Milan, ^Court of the Emperor Henry, — Ar^ 
rigo Guimgi.'^Sack of Cremona. — Bene- 
detto Pepi. 

After several days travelling, he arrived at 
Milan ; and his first care was to hasten to the 
palace of Matteo Visconti, This chief wa« 
gone to the meeting of the senate, deliberating 
with the nobles of Milan on the sum of money 
which should be voted for the use of the em- 
peror. Castruccio was therefore introduced 
10 his son, Galeazzo, who was then in the hall 
of the palace, surrounded by all the young 
Ghibehne nobility of Milan. It was a scene 
of gaiety and splendour. The young nobles 
were preparing to attend on the emperor in a 
royal hunt. They were attired with the ut- 
most magnificence, with full dresses of embroi- 
dered silk, cloth, or velvet, and cloaks of pre- 
cious furs ; some were accoutred in short 
gowns witli trowsers tied in the same manner 
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.bolted sUk^ i tbeir collars w^e .aiiwtieott^ 
nidb atikigs of pewl* Thoir faiir^ paitMl eciuall^r 

as the slmilderB; they 

feathm, others high and pointed^ and the lower 

liph broach ; mobt of them held a lalcon on 

Mft.fiilp OT ci n rt e d m fufomm bonnd, or 

^iWaled the prowess of a mhle steed* There 
1PM sM3lt hiM9$ M emnpany who SBumiid to 
with their male companions in luxury, ol 
i§m$M ,TbmT gouM %mt maAe oftbe snso 
fidilly stuffily and Of namecued with greater pro« 
liiMOH' of' fMcsQM stones i tfaDr Wkfo sleewt 
ipflMiGli^ HaU ftliiiiMit tfi( thie grouKi were ec^edl 
with pearls, while underneath, a small sleeve of 

^ A^-fiwti talk fitted tight to the arm t the bor« 
ders of tlieir dresses were richly embroidered 

^liitli iMtfb or floUaii biHki: th&t mm tbetr 
v^ils adorned witli the same richness, and smaU 
cipattWM €f €Mtal fur bini^^ 
of gold and pearls^ and their girdles were stud-^' 

• • • 
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€a8truccio paused^lntf doM by ^ 
la tte mkr «eurto JUmdoB 01* be bad 

Qevcr seen so much splendour and luxury : he 

.tmA m mvohuitaiy g^wce oa. Us own habi* 

litneats^ which although rich vveie soiled by 

tmviiling, aadkitlMr lMlikiy» coukl iM hivt 

. Tied with tlie meanest dress worn hy these 
goUoi. He quickijr htmemt lacowad Ml 
ftilf^poasesaim j ^ud his naoo^ who$e sound^ 
had pMiiJ the Al|i0^ and beeo%^aied with 
Mthuaiasm by many, the toUowers of the 
emperor whO'hasd serv^ with htm hi die Iiow 

CVHintaTMis iriiHinii thia niigftinhiv tr>r^ 

ceive him with flattering disUnction. They 
ewwiW raotid hitt, mLeourlmiily imiwfk 

him to partake of th^ir amusements ^ vvliile hi» 

who were present. Galeazzo Visconti reqeived 
luia voAk that IfifTdritw iiid catAwHift fiiikih 
was then in fa^^on among the Italians ) an4 bS| 
as the most 0omti&OM Jcwf^lim of the caiMrjr; 
waa well vfgrsed in all, the poiiteae&s of the age* 
CSaatracdo was pmrided wMi « hMutifol 
hoiaeiy. and a laaiUle oi -iich turrhe&tUag, the 
cold season^ and xoadeone pf the gay and spied* 
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^id bted as tfaejr rode towards the palace, of 
thaemptoor; Iwfe tii^r wcI^q joMed bjr llle,i0i| 

vereign hunself/tbe empress, and the nobl^ 
fHnMfiB of' his rotihue. Ridings thiough the 
ilnietB of MSaOi they quitted the city at tb^ 

vanona 'pt(9^/tB\ 
ipread Uiemselvos abroad in se«rch oi gaaie« 
The Germans followed the dogs through ^ 
Open <»>untry^ ^a»ing dovm foxes aad hai:es ; 
«rtula thfe hdiafi*, who dmsedior gala, 
Md i/9w\d not risk their £ae siks^ amoi^ t|Mt 
brambles and impedUtients of the fields, were 
eooteiit ^with uniiiuQ&i^ their fakons wiudu 
thi^y saw game aloft, and making bets on ih^ 
siqiddqr ipetdof thiir feiteral buida« 
. During the first part of the ride Galeazzo 

observed Castrooeto, who appeared to:be too 

much wrapped vip in bis own thoughts to at- 
tend to the cha^oorse of the giy throng afotmri 
him. He loitered behind, that he might in* 
riulge ipi his tMerioi ; and GaknuoEo, who bajd 
separated himself from the rest, now rode ixp 
to Imn^ and^they mteMimo a conveimtioa 
tO|;etber, which at lengtli turned into a discus^ 

lion of' the jpians iind wirims of Carinieck>4 
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Thijr wo^ both soen of cauiioaand prodenesf : 
jfity Knig youngs tliey vMfti wt o ep l i tie of ioif^ 
prgfiaioni to wiiicii lose thicir scBaitiility m 
tiicy ttdvMM ill jfMft* Tluiy won mmMHjF 
plBftiod with Mcb otbfiT ^ ftii4 a fiing t^ ^ mcti > * 
single woxd| miffieed to make eadi nndemand * 
tKft other, and to imklA Ibttaci in tiiA hunfli ot 
fiiendsbip. • * 

; Cmlbtaoao Mkad wImA tl Mimd ilMft 
lAie designs of the emperor were j aud Gakazzo 
nl^lMz ^ Ycu woiiU iMffdly gutis^nrihiii Mf 

xious hearts, throbbing with distrust and feai, 
are conowtoi under the apparent gaiety of these 
luioters. We Milanese are fuU of disseotiaas 
and amliitMNi; afid 1, as a dnef innoag tfaemi 
have nr^ head weh loaded with care and doubt, 
whiky^ feSow this joyoos trun wiib my laloilii 
oa my fist, lo afisw days the game will beu|^ 
and we shall see what power the Visconii or 
the Ddla Tone wiU kwe Of«r iMibaiiy; 
At present wall. The emperor is expecting 
aaimlies of tacoefm wai we tin sniins iknm te-- 
him with apparent zeal : yoU| as a pcJitidao» ' 
ottst Mil know ikm ibbney is An giiM inaier 
at* all cbaoge io a atate* J prophesy change ^ 
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but you as a stranger^ must stand aloof^ and be 

tiiiijwt. iiiends ^. attach yourself Iq tl^e empcrof . 
MA#i lh» bMrda ^ Lombttrdy^ mUDy of fifiim ^ 

are extremely powei^ful ; aud rest a^suredy that 

iNwiwii-.hft be aiicoQMful 09 motf he wiU iMfr 

quit lisiy without endeavouring to cUan^e tbe 
fliiAmci: tbe Tuacaa r^aWca. Now Vii 

jpil^^ QUf iiiends ; tomorrow I will talk furtbet 

lfii|)ifciimr» >aod» if we have leooune to aniii» I 

Mi^4M2jL#^)^ how proud I should be in having 
VP^arty diflu)gttMbed by tbe m^vm^P^ 
Ca8ti:^QCiQ dei Antchiiinelli, 
,.:3^ay tbea mingled with tbe nwtof thecom*^ 
INI^^and Galeazzo introduced his new triei^ 
^iilm^GUIlMlme^^ He bete 

umpSm .4b0 tot time, the magjatficmt C»m 
>Mle4iealaj lord of VfTOM, end' tiie genanoiie 
ft>^df^ jdcMft. jpot ffl tfti lord of Ka¥^nQi^ and 
fitber of the unhappy Francesca of Rimiiu* 
^liup^ -iiob^ bftd aasembled at Mdan^ to bc( 
present at the coronation of the emperor, which 
hart tihril piece a jnaw wee((a before; all wore 
the appearance of gaiety and good humour y 
tbn enipm bei^ded tbe band j a ccompapi^ bjf. 



»i>eauiiiul yoMl|i«vh»' bom » Itow tn his hand ^ • 

1^ on the merits of hi3 fsilcon. CastruccMNb 
was 'fitruck bf the eountaiance o£ tlw yonlte: 
who rode near the empress. He was dressed 
wHii a proAittoo of mi^iiificeiicd at hk backr^ 

he wore a gilt quiver studded with genis, aiK)^. 

a ^Marf ^embroidered Willi paalls wai» iknmm 

Over one shoulder, and tied uader the otlierj 

M'; ftk ^sv^ wi^ he wi« aecamiBd i» tuigbl^ 

heco0>e the favourite page of an empresd< Yel5 
daANieeto AottghtHiaK he MHiMibelMi^^^ 

light blue ej'es ; and his sweet jet seriou^sAiiifii 

filM'MiB-ow6 mi^ tttM of lifider t«cialleeilMM 

He eagerly asked Galeazzo who and. wbMbJM^ 
waH: hhfriMd mpliedi <^ He^te the Mjuhl^ ift^ 
Caa' Grande^and he is cailed ^ Arrigol do^. 
Ml'leMw ^at^lrth€»^BW>aeK»W iiii i i i i '^ 
preds Wisbea to attach him to her^kej lNiir 
Ae youtbw^id prefer bearing anm undWhW 
munificent pation^ to the situaUoa of the eS^. 
BQinate page of a queen's anti-chamber. *^vvt 
^ That cannot surprize me," said Castrueoi^t 
* for his infancy was spent in the labour of thq 
fieLdfi^ and in fialeiiHig to the lesiow, of Mi 
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godlike father { hemfuii ikexcfofe be ill pre- 

pMNkl III MM'telfr tll0tMlJ|[IICII MfelANHbt'Of 

ft oourt* If be lift ve not foigoltea tait cbitdirii 
ftfRwUbii tbr I iiiftll win Mm ftont tbMi 
hnilpi and, if lodeedJwIilber b^^^teftd/^lateU 
be my prtiftMii^^fteftl to be the protedttlMif 

w^ks they re-entered the gates of the town, the 

Aftigo falling back among the nobles, Catfi^ 

gtod on him, and heard the gentle tones of 

h^tt was full ; and to his eyes dimmed by 

Guinigi stood beside liis son> suuied on Cas*- 

^^icoverittg himself, he came abreast with the 

MM ^Nrtfispered, ^ dlAfi^^liG^liNI 
of GuinigKofget Die ^ does iie forget tlie-^arm 
ia fc ilg ilie Eugnnean hills f " 
I t^^tgostarled; his countenance beeame ra* 
^tKxtt with and he exclaimed, " My.^Uft 



- They rode awa; firom the coippany, and en* 
truccio.saw by the looks of his young friendf 

Hmt Am mmt iom itm mw^ «9d^ilM«<9iOff 

tkigL was delEid ; and Arrigo easily read in C^s^ 

At length he said : My brother,, if so yoU 
nvitt penult iM l» eil yiMi» a 3W hn^mm 
{laased bincfi I was left an orphan | tfta numtht- 
l my happy lifa ai m w ig ll ^l iiH l ^ 

to dwell mth 91 patrw^ who is indeed oaeiuMAr 
makmifaeA iame; b«l who ia.Mft Mo^l 
£itheiw It appears to me a vision that ^ijich Ji 
iMMff aMT enrtttdx he wat so inmb^riiiliMMilk^ 
cally wise and good} ?^ ^ fftT jfr^t doilBI 
ite ftmni with the res^ an etf hej iiir«p 
pendant; I pa«s my life without mjufmimii^ 

ai^ look fimmid teiha liiitefia nafthmit nleA* 
ante; biilif^ my brotbeiy you wtouki gwit me 
mpneit, a hiigM^ *w wfudd Mim vfm 
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^ Dearest Arrigo, my dear^ dear brother^ I 
liaad in your eameit looka ali that you would 
say ; be assured we shall never part again * 
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We will sall^ forth soldiers of fortune ; and 

bath.'* ■ . . • 

tuk to contrive my d qi a rt m » from Can* deUa 
Scidiai^ infcnft WB-tt your jnotfoo% and tev 
noibia tbat I abiU be at your side.'^ 

That 8WM cwBHur a OMiiidfaBBl ChmI 
fiveaat Ibe palaeeof ifaeeo^era:; andCaa^ 
truccio was introduced to this prinee by 6a* 
immoh* 'inur lords erf JUcmban^ tegiafimd bim 
Hrith a favourable eye ; for they knew that he 

mM floa fanrt Hmt uMmMs- aoftii of tbi 

Apennines, and they hoped that by his means 

«fc CHMiM Mail miilit mmt mi ttm 

wipbio' Tuscany* ' . 

m a>averftaUoo «rhb Aiiigp. For. the youlb 
wouM not absent ImiMlf film Ma^ but 
catted with euiiBit afiecMo aU the carciiiBM 
stances of their former interceiirse; and 'fi^ 
itt^vriAmmlkmiknA adeatb, 
cahn as his most innocent life. One afterw 
noony dtsfng ^ ^ Mmvtm^ tes sat^ndnr 
li cypress with his son^ and entered into an 



ft&ILia Uft iMtit <kf wbfat wcMiikli)6lbe prospects 

he, his fiither and {protector, should ^b^ Of 
mprc^ The boy, - stcuc^ with a metfyapholy 
Ibrsbodingy intieafeed himnot to dwell on a*peh 
xiod^ w^cb was &r 4Utapt,f i^fl V 
it approached, would bring to him nothing bu^ 
daipiarv GuMi^ bovi^ever to|d him tba^ be 

.would not be overruled in tliis, and with eam^ 
.fliti aifleiUioA 'talkad /or Immii oo thfi aubifiGt 
with, a wisdom and goodness th^l^ ^PP^^i^ 
4norel|iaDbi|inaa. *^A^''uidAaigp^f*j9^ 
as h§ . sp9ke| I thought I saw his eyes bean^ 
vrikb a beaYenLy and the toxim^ of. im* 
^esftivi^ words .tha^ he^poured fortb^ wereu^ 
tared with a voice deep and tend^, filling the 
4ur as it were with a liarmony swo^ler dian 
an; earthly music. I listened, till I became al«- 
,niost as a statue with atten^po^ .ajDifl:a& hp 
j^tber exhorted; to virtiier<>' described tbe evils 
M my coujotryy or marked forth tbe gioaoua or 
peaoeful path- that I might pursue^ 1 felt my 
cQiti2teoa9ce , ch^uaj^i as I seeaa doud 
' vary as it passes before the mooui now, as it 
adv^n^, beaming in a silver jkigh^ a(id then 
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.missied. 1^% ^ing that ha wished to s^t^lk ^Ni^l 
I wm him sivetcb UoMctf undor the cy[HeB8, 
gaziiig on the tkyi whose iiazsluiig. l(8b^:19fis 

iioAeiied by the 4«ck foUage ^hsough whicbjt 

»{ig;^se4; <^dhe slept M^er to w«l§iQ§g^d%i>nLi 
Oh ! what 1 thensuiftinad) when our fiiends 
. JOi^d, wo^^ the piQunung ^ wfW^P 

came, and the mummery of the funeral wen 

> again feel the elasticity of youth, but that I 
y Tt^y t^ked thus^ whil^ the company Kr^myi 

rlhmi weare (uaiising jd^emaelveft witk4fiii<MMd 
tSi^^.t^e fea§t broke up late; {Uld.it broke 
iH»iOidytD,lie.|i«ewed with peater aoal^ib^ 
' folio wij^ ai>d . ^ foUpw.LQg day. Yet^ ^f^^ 
^all (ainMifiiied ao oahp^ the atpna whteh fthe^io- 
Ittii^ans prqgpoBUcated, bip)ce outj^ .^od the 
) quiet . <iy the^e festive meetiogt wa» icUstiirbc4 
. by tlie revolt of Milium against the^, ^efxem^ 
And now Castrucdo was witness for the 6ret 
time ta the papular eooim^UWs of hi^iiowtry ; ^ 
.amied knights galloped through the aCreets 
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And a multiUide of the peopl^ \|gbg wei» «q- 
raged «l tl» new tues io^dtiBd upoB iIma, 
cjcnned in die ciy. Bui the i^vok thus quidd/ 
«cited/ was m qinckly appeaMl. Th0 Vis* 
crati after, acune hesitation pin£TTi themnolTM 
under tiie emperor; tmi Delia Torre and bis 

{Mutizans obliged to % I dieir houses iitf^ 
nnsd, their goods confiscated;^ and themselves 
deehHPed tcaitora* 

Bfit-the e£fects of the Milanese revolt were 
not so ^iiy removed. The various Guelph 
towns of Lonibardy, Crema, Cremona, Bres. 
cia» Lodii and Coom^ setup the slaafanl of 
revolt against the emperor; and, spring having 
now advaMod^ Uwry began his campuga 
with the attempt to reduce these towns* Gas- 
tmccio had received from him permisskNi «o 
raise a troop of volunteers^ to s^e under his 
command in the Imperial army, and hie time 
collected a brave band, whose disciphne and 
valour were the a<|pBira«ion of the other geoe* 
rals« ... 

. Crema and Lodi submitted to the empei or 
' on his ad%'ance| and reaped finom their uoaea* 
sonable fesistanoe an increase of iliose vQxatr 
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iemmbkh had eaiuied Iheir revdt. Henry 

mardied agalast Cremona^ which at 6rst made 
ibMr of resisiaifoe ; *bit^ wbeH the Ouelphs, 
hopeless of duccessj escaped fr^m . the towo^ 
OUbi^iiet sunenderad U>' the emperov* j 
mhOf umaotUfi fi d by their 8ubau«sicm, puaiab^ 
•d hoB own innocent partizans^ sending them 
to cruel pn0OQ% iwtng the walk and A^riiQca^ 

tions of th© town, and delivering over the pro- 

{MTty Mid pecsons of the unprotected citisens 

into the hands of the brutal Gennaui> who 
tmapoaeA the greater part of his army. 

Cas^ccio entered Cremona at the liead of 
fab troop, and beheld witii dismay the 
cruel efiects of the conquest of the emperor 
ever thw city* Most of to German soldiert 
were buiy in destroying the j^ortiticaUoo^^ or 
in compelling the peasants and citizens to raze 

lliewaUi of thdr town« Other pities were 

ran^usg about the streets, entering the palaces^ 
wbcem rich fiirmture they destroyedi by feast- 
ing, and tearing down iirom .the walls ail that 
had .tfie appeanmoe of gdd or rilv^. The 
eeibce -imt^ broken open; and^ after inebri* 
ilug liieaMdm fvith the choi^ 

VOL. I. H 
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the unruly, but armed bands were in a better 
tnood for oppressing the defenceless people. 
Some of tl^se poor wretches, tied to the open 
country; others locked theaisclves up in their 
bouses, and, throwing what they possessed 
from the windows, strove to save their persons 
from Uie brutality of th^r CGnquerors. Many 
of the noble females took refuge in the mean- 
est cottages, and disguised themsdves Hi poor 
clothing, till, frightened by the eager glances, 
^ brutal address of the soldiers, they esca*^)ed 
to the country, and remained exposed to 
hunger and cold among the woods that sur- 
rounded the town. Otliers, with their hair 
dishevelled, thetr dresses in disorder, careless 
of the eyes which gazed on themy-fidlowed their 
kusbands and fethers to their frightful prisons, 
some in mute despair, many wringing tlieir 
hands, and crying aloud for mercy. As night 
came on, the soldieiy, tired of rapine, went to 
r^t iii the beds from wliich the pro])rietors 
#reire ramorsdefssly banished : ntertce prevail- 
ed^ a dreadiut silence, broken sometimes by 
the'shritt^ .an ii^ured female; (5f tte brvtat 

shouts of some of the men, who passed^ tli6 

*• • • * • 
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-91^% m going from palace to palace, calling 
4ip the iniiabilrat«> dtmnanding fixid and wipg» 
' and on the gUghtedt shew of i esistance hurrying 
their vicliins to prison, or bilid&iigthem in tbcif 
.owu hpuaeii with every aggravation^ of imuiu 
Castrucdo divided lus little baiid, and sent 
bis mm to tbe protection of several of the pat* 
laces, while he and Arrigo rode all night about 
tbe iQWn; aoii^ having the watchword of this 
.eoAperoi, they succeeded in rescuing some poor 
wetchea froiin the brutality of the inaoleot aol* 
diers* Several days followed^ bringii^ with 
them a repeUtioD of the same Boenes; and the 
jmfieat lieart iaigl4 bave beea struck witb 
compassion, to see the misery painted on the 
la«esaf teatty, whose former lives had been a 
(ConUaual dream of pleasure j young mothers 
^Wetfit^ over tfawr unfortm^ate offipring^ whose 
iathers lay rotUi^g or starving in prison} clul- 
idsen cryk^'finr farced^ sitting on the steps 
. their, paternal palaces^ witlim which the mili« 
tary rioted in plenty; childless parents, monrn^ 

•u^.tbmr fiautdiBicad babes i orpb^us, helpless^ 
dying, whose parents could no longer soothe 
'.ouete^a ttMM* . (^tLU£g^Oy.tbpugb a. soldier, 

H 2 
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wept; btit Arrigo, who. had never before wk- 
nessed the miseries of war, became almost IrQO* 
ned' with the excess of his compassion and in- 
digoatiou; he poured forth curses loud and 
bitter, while his eyes streamed tear?, and his 
voice, broken and sharp, was insufficient to 
convey his passionate abhorrence. Castruccio 
was at length oblig^ to use violence to-draw 
him from this scene of misery; and, after 
soothing him by every argument he could use, 
and by the most powerful of all, that Henry 
would be soonobliged to withdraw his soldiers 
from Cremona to serve him at ttie siege of 
'Bresda, he dispatched the youth with a letter 
to Galeazzo Visconti. 

Returning to the town, Castrucdo saw a 
figure pass along at the end of the street, 
which reminded him of one whom he had al- 
most forgotten— -Benedetto Pepi« Alas I poor 
fellow," said Castruccio to himself, " you will 
find the pillage of the Germans a tremendoos 
evil. Well ; as I restored your Jife once, I will 

now try, if I am not too iaia, to save the rem- 
nant of your property." 
He enquired of a passenger for the hooseof 
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Benedetto Pepi* '' If you mean Benedetto the 
Rich^ if any can now be called rich in tbis mi- 
serable city/' repiied the man, I wiU cpoduct 
you to his hou«e.^ 

« Pep^ ouglit rather, ^ think, to be call- 
ed the poor ; lead me however to Benedetto 
the Kich; andii he be a till, gaunt figure with 
a wrinkled^ leathern face, he the man for 
whom I enquire/' 

Castruccio was conducted to a palace in 
t& highest and most commanding part of the 
town, built of large blacks of stone, and appa- 
xently firm and aobd wough to bear a siege. 
The windows were few, smalli grated and sunk 
deep in the wall; it bad a high tower, whose 
port-boles shewed that it was of uncemniou 
Strength and thickness; a parapet built with 
turrets surrounded, it at. the top, aud in every 
neapect the mansion reiembled more a castle^ 
than a palace. The entrance waa dark; and, 
by the number of grooves^ it appeared as if 
there had been many doofs; but they were all 
removed, and the entrance free. Castruccio 
advanced: there were two large halls on the 
ground«flaor, otk eadi side of die entice* 

« 
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court; both were filled with German soldiers ; 
they were high, dark, bare rooms, more like 
the apartments of a prison than a palace. In 
one of them a number of beds were iaid on Uie 
paved floor; in the other there was a large fire 
in die middle, at which various persons were 
employed in the offices of cookery, and near 
this, a table was spread out with immense- 
quantities of food, haunches of boiled beef, 
and black bread ; two boys stood at either 
end of ilie table, each holding a large flaring 
torch ; and the soldiers with riotous exclama- 
tions were choosing their seats on the benches 
tliat were placed around. Castruccio paused, 
unable to discern whether Pepi were among* 
this strange company. At length he observed 
him standing in one comer filhng large jugs 
from a barrel of wine : he accosted liim widi 
a voice of condolence ; and Pepi looked up 
with his little bright eyes, and a face rather 
Q^^pressive of joy than sorrow. After he had 
recognized his guest, he left his wine barrel, 
and invited him into another room, for they 
could hardly distinguish each other's voices 
^midst the shouts and tumult of the rude feast- 
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era. Tbej aacended the steep oarrovv stairs j 
nod, Ctttvcdo complaining of want of light, 
J^«|u. I Ijtt ufi gp u> the top id mj; 
tower ; sun has bera <et about ten mW 
iMitea^ aod^ alllMMigh dark overy where dUe^ it, 
wiU he light there. If you will wut a short 
Uwe 1 wiii i^t the key.'' 
Pepi descended die st^rs ; and from a small 

aaw hha aoss the Gourt^ 

aiid thea in afewmiautes return wiUicauUuu:^ 

Had obaanraat stepa» When he came near 

jQasUupcjko^ he ^aid : ''Thofie Gennau roiiians 
are now eating and dimidngy and will not mark 
yet If^.m trtad ^gb^y^ &>r 1 have admitted 
IKme of tb^m to my tower, nor is it my inten«> 

ll^e little I have hi the wuiid hs preserved beie^ 

irbicib bttla in lyiiay \te.«ni(MN!(ir his .dei^ 

yiis I )yill preserve." • , ' . 

. 4Uh<y# th^ tofusr bad appeared Ifupge 

widiout, yet its walls were so thick that there 
ivaa 0t)ly raaes left withia for a 'smaU prcular 
stmt^^aae ; at (he top ^yf tto undrew the 
Mtif puahad up a trap-door, and they aflcended 
to the platform on th& outside^ A^y wjif 
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darkening; but the west was tinged \Yith a deep 
orange colour, and the wide and dusky 'plain 
of Lombardy lay far e:^ tended ail around : im- 
mediately below waa the town of Cremomti 
which to them appeared as silent and peaceful 
as if the inhabitants were in the enjoymeot of 
perfect security, Tliey continued some minuties 
gazing silently, Castruccto on the wide extent 
of scenery before bim, Pepi on the thick walla 
of his tower. At length the foniier said ; An 
evil star pursues ypu^ Messer Benedetto^ and 

I am afraid that you were hoin in the descent 
of some evil constdladon." 
• Doubtless," rophed Pepi: yet there was 
«a indescribable expresttOD m his coiinleMiiee 
and manner, that startled his companion ^ his 
eyes sparkled, aod the ikn» oi bis Ace^ as {ilaia* 
ly as such things could speakj spoke joy and 
exultation. His voice however waadm#ft out 
into accents of griefj and he ended his reply by 
a f^roan. 

' Your palace is wasted by these ruffian6#'' 
Nay, iheie » notfimg to wasle; tlie walla 
are too thick to be hurt, and I removed every 
thing else before they cam^*'^ 
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- Tliey coosume your food.** 
^ I have none to consume. I am a poor, 
l4Mae man, and had no food ia the house for 
them. They bring their rapine here ; I send 
my squire for wood, wherever he can collect 
it; I luakc a fire, and they dress their food^ 
and that k all thai they get by me*'' 
« Have you lost no friend or relation in the 
war?** 

^ There is no one whom I love ; I have met 
with undutiftilEMWf and ingratitude, but no kind- 
ness or friendship; so I should not have mourn- 
ed, if my sdatiooa had fidlen; but they are all 

safe.'* 

_» 

Then U would appear, that you have lost 
^pthuig by the havock ot these Germans, and 
that you are still Benedetto the Rich." 
' Pep had answered :lh^ previous queatipns 
of CastrCiccio with viya.city, and an expression 
of triumph and vanity, wluch he in vain strove 
to conceal ; his brows were elevated, a smile 
lurked in ther comers oC his strait lips, and he 
even rubbed his hands. But, when Castruc- 
cio spokA these last words,* his £bm» iell, his 
m.Qutb waa drawn down, bis anus supk.plosc^ 

H5 
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to bis aides^ md, glancing at his mean clothingi 
lie replied : " I am always poor, always unfbr* 
tunate; mod, Messer Gaatruccioi joa do me 

great injustice and injury by supposing that I 

hare any werith« I bave a well buUt pahee/ 

and a sU ong tower j but I can neither eat the 
stxMiesy iKirciotfaemyBdf with 'die pInter; naii 
God biows^ my possessions are now reduced 
to Aftj small acres; how therefore can I M 
xichP^ 

^ A't least* if you am poor,* replM OMixno^ 
ci0| your unfortumele townsmen share your 
imsfortunes. Their habitations are piUaged ; 
those that escape die ravage of the empofor, 
are driven out, starving and miserable^ from 
&e only dwelliii|[9^ he Ihey pdaoes orcdtAegesj^ 
wliich they possess*^ 

The «utttenaiiGedhtapi again lighted up^ 
his eyes sparkled, and^be said; ^* Aye^ aye, 
Mmy aielMefi; fcot not so fc w^- ' p « m'Vomi 
ihey have sliU lands, they are not quite desti* 
tute, and tibe dead hafe hd w ' ■ 
' ^ Yea^indeedyfacks toAM»kieandindigiM<!fj' 
unhappy orphans I fur more miserable than if 
iiey^dkdmflh ihoMi who^fMfami binli/' 
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have suflered losses^ fiie first p9trl; of G€^«»» 
mmi imL taroke isto did ttwB^ tobed yiionr 
Uqi se^ au4 my spire's g^i^ipg ; J /uU3tbiiy 
<itliem whea^QW CMome iun^ foiie; Imp itpi 
the honour of my kmgktikood* But^> j&Qougb.^f 
tbift* Yow^MflBaiv Ga^tMCPfV bam b tfo^pst 

Mttd: whAtdbybtt mtabd t^do with Ihomf 
Bo you ttiaj ki JLQaibard)V fiar itdtow iJi^ i^p^ 

to rule tbem^ but at present I dmW be guided 

question*'' - ' 

ifdd, half to bimself} ^ Ho; this b nojt jdi« 
timpj; 'CMRti iara tsfet^midpe; Abti neg^ ban 
done much^ but 1 must fitiU delay j--^ — rweU^ 
IteiMr Oiatnicfk^ «t {vmnt I wiU^oot mraal 
mmm orcuiaitaaG^ which, we began thin 
eOfiMMtoii I bad tbimght to cdiiicb to yom 
disGPeti^ Soipeliai^ pecbapa whm^ou kaat 
expect it^ we shall meet again ; and iCB^nedetto 
of Ciemona be not ei^actly what he seems, 
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iMptiMiaiMfVtimtit tiMo^ and IphiUtrMt jrMr 
obiiged servant* Jsow, farewell You came 

It prudent torn, and oi^derad ipgr afiairs so^thfift 

it rao no risk ; yet I am indebted to yon for 
lbi«, aiidf(Mr yPurotbergMarapiaot mi^ 

lialf ; a time may come vvheu we shall know 

ew amrtifp iiaiier* Again finML'^ 

• • Tiub speech ww» delivered with a grave and 

myftarioiii aiiiaii^ and a flw^a Ifcat «gmtfii«l rurai 

ful diought and important expectaUons. VV bea 
lit brnH andedi Pepi opMad tiiD tmfMkwrt ^ 
he and Castniccio .descended &iowi; down tiMl 
Mir. bmffbl/ai wttirnm into ths ecKirt of tto 
palace : here they again interchanged aah^ 
lions^ and parted. Pepi joined his boisterous 
g we i li | i a tt d C«Btniecio rqda toMidB tfaacamp 
Df the emperor. He mused as he went .upon 

tvtel ibe-imdi of bm atranga ^anqpugptiiiot 

might portend; his cnrio^y was for a lime 
esdMl fay liMm; bot bhangaof plaM.*iid Ikt 
4;iw9^of action made him soon forget the ex^ 
•MiMM of pfrriift!t" the Back of Cmmmtk* * 

» r 
/ ' 

• m 
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CHAPTER VUI.. . ^ 

a > 

^ 

tkmaua* 

self ia uf Breccia, which macie a gal« 

buafe jf iMtinnfii aod jrWded ooly oo bonotur- 

able cuiidiUuaSp Jm montli of Sj^ptember. 
CiiitniGdo -scarvad under the emperor during 
thift j^€ge ; but oaUure was shocked by the 
went of faitb and cn^elty of ttm nMmarch, who 

rfcunitth^ri hiA fUMUIlliinB bV thfi PttQit llUlblfui tlM*<* 

tiires; and treated his friends as if they had 
been Ma enemies^ Castrucuo ibfiiefore 

* I 'I t * ' 

solved to separate himself from the Imperidl 

er^ ^ikit'Whpn UMry qnitt^ 

GenQa^ l^e ^ ^f»^Gi4 witli hU friead| Q^e^o 
Vtjwontii ... 

Tbeji^U^ war$ of Lombarc^ coi^d only in- 
temtthiveeiigagod inthm; HMiaUejfee.mve; 
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turned towardl^ the emperor during his jour- 
ney to Gcpotty his unniGceiaful negotimooi. 
with Fliirencej his voyage to Pisa, his journey 
to Rme; wheve^ tbe-Tctietn tieing in tbe 
hpids oi Uie cootrary party, be waa crowned 
hi the Lateran. And then, his army dirax* 
nkhed by sicknessy «nd hhoseif cfaagrmed by 
the slow progress of bis arms, he returned to 
Tutctny, made an twsiicoearfiil attadc iipon 
Florence, and retired to the neighbourhood of 
Sienna, where 'he ^Ssoi on tflie eighteenth of 
August 1313} leavingltalynearly in tlie same 
Bttaation with regard to fte preponderance dt 
the Gud|^ paity, but mom heated and violent 
fai their factious sentiments, as when he enterad 
it two years b^xe* 

During this long contest Florence was the 
head and heart of tiie resistance made again«t 
Ihe emperor. Their detestation of the Im- 
penal power, acM tnenr tears or we TemntiOD 
of their banished Ghibelines, excited them to 
exert their utmost ftcoltie^ in gmmng aiias, 
and in the defence of their own tovm. Vie 
death of Hemy was 4o -tbem* « Uoodlese irie» 
tory; and they hoped' that a speedy change in 
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4mi polhks of Italy would estaUttk iho mi^ 

versal ascendancy of tlie Guelphic party. 
' Ptea had always been constant to the GkU 

belines, and fritjucily to tlie emperor; by iiis- 
dCWh' tkejr ibumi tUeff^ thrown almosti 
without defence into the hands of the i^lofeii*^ 
iSKS^ tfixfi^^ enemies ; and they tiberefof>e gbdiy" 
acceded to the moderate terms oliered lo didBi 
Wjf'Hiik king of Naples and Ms aSy, Floreoee, 
for ttns estabiishment of peace in Twcatiy^ If 
#ift^eiaty had been futfilied^ liie hopes of the 
(athibeltiies would hate been crushed for ever, 
nor would CasU'uccio ever have returned to 

laa 'Country ; tbd scenes of bkx>d aind MBery 

whicli followed would have been spared j and 
Itiiwoe, raising its bemgn iiiAuenev^er 
other Tuscan states, would have been tlie 
^ eti iikU i fllU of haty. Events took a JiftiiMit 

turn. To understand this it is necessary to 

luiuiediately on the death of Henry, tiie 
' iFMbs, lfi»rful of « sadden ih^^ 
' l^orentines^ for whicii they might be . uopc^ 
^ p i lri B ^Tl>d *tsrigag#» lA^ftheir ^ 9mnde mitomlBU 
twr€p Uguccione della l^aggiuoia^^who^w^tkhis: 




libop of a iIuhimmI OMMot^ loak m; Mm ilm 

guard, of their city. War was the trade of 
UgiioMm; ha tbrnftm kwimd with dimmy 
oa tbo p((^ted peace, nod reaolveil- to dUlufb 
k. The populace of the Italian towns, ranged 

Watchword and signals of their party^ were 
qmIj motait to oo ike oootrary heAotu 
The Pijsan people were Ghibelines ; ai*u, while 
the motB M T irliiiiitii amoiiff them had advaBoed 
far in the ta^ociatipg oi a peace, Uguccions 
ctunid Vkfe eagles, dia «oNga» of the Gbilia- 
Unesy to ba carried through tba«treetfti and the 
cry o^ ^TreMOO' from ike Goelphti" wm 
the jraUyuag word of fury io tlie popuUiGa. The 
magisti atcb in vain endeavoured to assert their 
aittboiiiy; thebpl^MUftwefadi^imed^ d^ 
captaicus taken prison^s and put to death, and 
UgtiocicMia dedartid gnelal of ika war againak 
the Florentines* This active cliieftain lo$tna 
time w him operatkm; be imffRhed i^siaitlbt 
TiiicrhrT^f^i the aUies of Flopeoae, ravaged their 
otfuuli^y braujl^hl tbim to tonn^ aadt made 

peaca wi^hJthatt on GtTiMfltitfii of their iracaU)^j[ 
their Ghibeline ejules. . 
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The iinnm yMrs which tiM« ti^iB adts^ 
fked were spent by Castruccio m Lombardy* 
He made each year a campaign under one or 
another of the Gbibeiine loids of lhai terrilory> 
and passed the winter at Milan* He formed 
a-Miio^Q and. laaliag friaDdslup with Galeaeab 
Viscoiiti : but, although this amity contributed 

to hie aftfaacementy Ins ohaiteter s«iifered bf 

the congeniahty of sentiment which he ac- 
qomd .with this chief. As they rode^ hunted^ 
or fought together^ oft€n employed in mutual 
good-oAoes me lor the qtbsr, their mi i wtkm 
became stronger; and it was as disinterested 
and generals ' ae it was fitm* Oateasn Urn 
ceiely loved Castruccio, and opened to him the 
deavwt aeevels of bin heart; but tbese'seewis 
wese such as, to initiate the latter in the artliil 
pehcy ami unprincipled wMim» of tfae'MM»^ 
neae lofd, and to juake hioi.r^pard treachery 
aflNi cruelty as venial faults. He had- no savhi^ 
(Assion, vvhkh by its puri^ and exalted natttie^ 
although it permitted him to forgive, would 
flMihs^^i^fl^ 4Mi^id the £suhs of Oalet^szoi* ^uoa* 
bition was the ruling feeling of his soul; an 
ambilienifac fomv^ conyies t awd moWo, and 



m 

Mi Sag ^vhmOf tUd lfa«l hmh wtiksb M the 

{ihflBiUi^ cawot live at the baiue ^iciiod a$ id 

ptMnly but spriogs bom lut «»lMft mtk ll» 

It this aspiring difpomlico which alrongt 

not with him the wild desire for what he had 

Mith^r (fmlifkmmmmfmaty.^Q oblwi |. ife w«» 

cQinbined with trwsceoilaot taleiits^ an euergj 

foully surpassed that of hit comyiBuaiaptt Ca^ 
MMfik^wMlondof poMrr; yqthe w imtfi 
aixogant aor tyraiMufial; wpfii& of kimintf^i 
Md mniiig emtim ho hwl o wi d will m aft 

AcoiiAKL .Ud ttunanwi iiifftv«t*4f for A^ipk 
scene in wliich he was to take a part ; in the 

action ; in councU he was as prudent a&d cau* 
^gna aa a g i p ^ Hb aiaid JMiiiatBf irf^tlaibt^al - 

balls^ or during a hunting pat ty, he recoovr 

vmmkA huuMlf bf j^mmp agiiil|r# .waw.«ani# 

GOiurt^y whose aweetoess was u^taj:iuahfid.hf 

^^"aia^^^^^ay ^^^a o^^a^^^^^^^^saaB^H^^a^^Ss^^ ^b^b^^^v ^ ai^w^aa^Biaay ^Hn^^BBa^^^ap 

ilion& manly caist; and s(MQfiwha£<>f pnde, and 

Mwa of MiiMafidaacei aqdawfitirf^MMihi* 
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lity, "were seen in uplunied lip ; bis eyes,. 

dark ab a raven's vvxng^ were lull of lire and 

ifnii|;in»tkm ; Us open forebead w«« shaded by. 

the hyacinthioe curls of his cheaout-coloured 
hair. H k face eiqprteed extreme frankness^ a 
frankness that did not exist in his mind; for 
hi^ practices among the wilycbtefe of lionu. 

hardy had robbed faiai of aU ingg<mw»W»P, ^ 
woal, idthough flia tiwei^-e^diet^^i^iefa he«fi^ 

possessed had not faded irtmhifi c4>i»nltfni|<N^i»>i 
Amidst ail the kniuiy of Ixmhafdy be wts^^b^ 

stemious, nor spent in personal Hiusgni^o^QQIi 
liie money which he riath^ applied to liie, 
e^utpoient el his iraop« :*j^Jei§ihilb#^tMit» 
improvement which he had bestowed upon his 
fowm, and his pBaamiBTm99i4xk Tp(N^^ 
adyancement; obtaiued their due reward; and 
he atstong die 6iiimiii^iA^B$f^k&t^H(^mmt^ 

to his native city, i ^ ' » f- .-r ■ ofV'.ppi 
Bot Casiniccio was in OQDiQBt U> return aa 
is were by the endurance of the opposite pai ty ; 
dD ihe cbnirary he wished to raise hia fiKHiaii 
to that supremacy which would invest him- 
wilh doonnion ai-tlB jdneL He therefore ear^. 
iM on a treaty with Uguccroue's mmy^ i'^^ 



164 VALPEMA/ [Ch..VIIf. 

quiring their aBsistance for the . overthrow of 

the Guelphs of Lucca^ and for placing him in 
authority over hw native town ; while the tynml 
of Pisa sbouy in return gam a faithful aUy, 
and one more step should be taken towards 
the final establishment of the Ghibehne aw2ea* 
dancy. 

* 

After arranging d»9> sdmne^ Castrucdo and 

bis companions passed tiie defile of tke Ser- 
ehio; and, advandng towards Luicca, assumed 
a warlike aj)peai aticc, <iiid endeavoured to iorc<d 
the gate of San Fredianb; the Guelphe op- 
posed liini^ and a battle ensued. In the naeaiit 
titne Uguodone arrived in another directioiiy. 
and, not finding free entrance at any of tlie 
gates> began to hatter the wall* TheOuelphsy 
defeated by the Ghibelines^ were in no condi- 
tion to resist; the GhibeSnes^ hetiched by -Ca^*^ 
truccio, considered Uguccioue as their aUjj, 
and thought not of impeding his opdraiidlls ; 
indeed they were fully employed in resisupg 
Uieir adversnries, who, though worsted, would 
not yield. The breach was efiected, Uguocione 
entered triumphantly, and, treating Lucck'asa 
con<)uerad town, deiiyered il oyer, to be jackted 
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by Itb troo|tt; m^hib be himself fliadft rich 

buo^ of the treasure of tlia Pope which Imi 
hem iiresenml ia the church of San FmlaMa.; 
I^cca baviog been sdeoted Ibe 4»a&»t de- 

(Jgucciooe tiii^igbt no more of bia pruou&et^ 
to CwimecAOi nmA botti ptniw in Lucca were 

-Ojl^prcssed aUka^ by one who beiievcci thai U^e 
bcit security for a goremor was the cutting off 
the tallest tlowera ia the &dd. The pfooipt 

exertioas of Castruccio aloue saved hU Dative 

If 

*ci^ from utter ruhu Ue oollected lus paiti^ 

zaas, formed theai into a Uoup, aud ranging 
them under the bam^m of Ugacdooep accepl- 
ed a coanuand in thia chief *d army ; thus quieu 
iug jthe in?aders' fears of a reststauce which 
Wiould have bmi rash aad vainy but having i|t 
the same tinie ready db Gaslni<eeio's seialieit 
sigaal a aoaed aod disapUo^ troop^ ao* 
minallj in the senice of the tyrant, but really 
devoted i^y afiectiou and uuUtary oaths to the 
cause of their immediate commander* Nor 
didbengidD botfaytbeconfideooeof hisieUow 
citizeos ; but, euter'mg ^nto Uguccione b coun- 
sels^ and isffiMiiag a.tone of fiowar which this 
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'cduelbio cmM aot lasiat^ Cai^ruccio at tlie 

same time opposed a buundaiy to bis anogaace 

- But, although his first iin(Mrudeoce ia iQvjh 
ting UgOGckiDe totfie (lOMMHODftf Li^^ 
pai dou^d by lus coiintr^meo^ . in consideration 
of tiie repamtioo that her emftesUj denred to 
make, it was looked upon with far difiaraot 
eyes by ^isMa whoy hating the Pisan Tyrant, 
•and too distant to be acqu^led with the 
pftlBaiifig cAQUQiitanoaDi ragaided Caitniccio 
m a traitor. The nam of tha aotraaca.of the 
G hi beline exiles into Lucca, and the capture of 
that town bj U^ouxicM^ qinckly J«achad ius 
Floreiitiiie adveriaiies, and exuled grief and 

'rageinaiithebearm. Thanameof Castniacb 

•as the betrayer of his country was repeated 
with indigiialioii and hatrad* 
' There was one gende heart in Florence 
wfakh Mtdeep pain, whao it bmrd tha wmne 
of Antahnin^ coupkd with aa opprobrious 
epithet* Eothanasta dei Adiinari had not for- 
goltiii her ¥ow mada uiaaj yaars.baiora^ ahe 
- had treasured ia her memory the recollection 
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vellers from Lombardy mentioned the name of 
Castiticcio, her fair chedc was sufiiiaed by the 

eloquent blood. 

ButbaHasia had long hem an orphan; bet 

fkther had diedj and by his death was cut tlie 
dearefft tie she had to earth. Whiie he lited; 
idle had confined herself almost entirely to his 
fwm, and aerving as tyeA to his bfinded aaoae^ 
she was as faith&if to his wants as his own 
orbs had been befonethmr light was quendMK 
After his death she mingled more with the di- 
stinguished youth of Fbrence, and joined 
that society^ which, if we may judge from the 
indications that Dante gives in his prose works, 
and from the tender and ejujuisite poetry of 
Petrarch, was as refined,delicate and cultivated, 
as the beat society amidst the boasted pobte^ 
ness of the present day. Yet among the youth 
of Florence Eutfaanatia was tis a Hly, that oter- 
looks the less illustrious yet beautiful flowers 
6f a garden. Her beauty/ her accomplish* 
tnents^ and the gift of flowing yet mild elo- 
queiite that 'she pom^sed; the gtowing* bnU 
liancy of her ardent yet tempered imagination, 
teidbfa^tHeleaderpfthelitite band to'wiiicb 



16$ VALPJittGA^ [GJuviii. 

ste tebi^jed. It U <bat«ft Dule aigbed 

for Beatrice, so several of the distinguisbed 
youths of f loreoce fed on the gracefiil ftr^Vim 
and sweet words of this celestial girl^ who, 
ifftUdjig among tboBf passkmleoi 6di of 
eotliusiasniy sqem^ as a link to bind their 
earthly tbougbls to heaveiu Often with her 
mother's pemussion Euthanasia reUred for 
months to the castie of Valp^a; and alone 
jamong the wild Apennines she studied and 
worshipped nature^ while the bright sun wamw 
ed the vaUies^ <^ threw its beams over the 
mountsinsy or when the silver boat of the moon, 
which displayed in the clear air its heavy la- 
dingy sunk swiftly in the west, and numberless 
stars witnessed her departure. Then agaiiiy 
quitting the eternal, ever-succeeding pages of 
nature's vohunc^ -she pored over the works she 
jiad before read with her father, or the later 
Mnritten poetry of Dante, and incorporated t^MS 
thoughts of the sublimest geniuses with her 
own, while the creative fire in her heart and 
brain formed new combinations to delight and 
oecupy her* 

Her young ihends hailed with heartielt joy 
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lier irefoiti jRn6m her sechisioii; sh^ joined in 
aU llmr amuseinents ; who could sing the can^ 
M09ii&$ oF th086 tini68y or rchkts 11 pmhetic trie^ 
bto EuOMnwa^ Besides she was so prudent, 
• so wise, and so kind, that her assistance was 
ptlpeUiaUy claimed and alKmied in eveiy little 
misfortune or difficulty of her friends. 

BttI Iba 1^ of tbougbdessnesB and feaiiess 
enjoyment passed away, and Euthanasia ad- 
rmatd to womaidiood. At this period* a* aiic* 
cession of events deprived her of her mother 
awl twr two brothers, to that she remained sol^ 
heiress of the possessions of her family. Inde- 
pendent ttiid powerftil, she was as a queen in 
Valperga and the surrounding villages; at 
FtoMioe flhe was considered one of its first 
dtiMBs; and, if power, wealth and respect 
could have sattified her, she must have been 
happy. She had wept bitterly the death of 
her relations ; she grieved for the loss of her 
bmlbm, and §di only pain at being advanced 
to their place. Yet her mind acquired new 

dignttf , and the virtues of her heart new fer- 
vour, from tlie entire independence of her si- 
tua^, and the opportunities she poiuessed of 

VOL. 1 
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d^uog gQod« There was noae to gaios^ her 
actions, except the rigid cmsorsbtp of her own 
fea«OD| and the..Qpiaioiu of her felk>w^tuse6#j 
to whose love and esteem she aspired. Mo3t ' 
of Ump was ih)w qp^Djt among Ihsc d^pf^ 
d^nts at Valf exga j the villages under her ja- 
radicUonbecanieiptQqpen^ tb^pwiaa** 
tiy were prQud that their couDtesa. pf^ieired 
her fmdmce amoiig. tliem to the gaieliaa.df 
Florence. In the winter she visited her friends , 
oC tt^at to^n ; and^many a noble^ w1)q bsijged 
tq rival Dante AUghieri or Guiclo Cavalp§pti» 
sang of the miriiculous cbaoga of seasoiis t^iu. 
h^ been operated on his city ;. — that their 
siinimers were dreary, bare, and .deserted, 
whil^ the ^oul of IpveUness dwelt, aj^ong t|i^ 
dufing the formerly diilL iponths of winter 

I^tis siEud that during this period;sbe h^.never 
lo^ed ; she admired the illustrious and energetic 
sp^j:Us pt Jb lor^ncei ^d she bestowed het aSeo- 
tionson several whose virtue and talents claim- 
ec^.b^ right that jBeedf. bu^s^^ad mover kneei^^ 
It appears wontjcrful, that one so, sensitive qf 

heai[t aod Uangination shpuld have at^ain^. 

h^r twenty-£eq9nd year wjtliout having e^g^ 
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be true, how tremendous must be tbe force of ^ / . r 
thitpoiver, which couid fiiNdljr kiMk de^ ^ 
baniers pUed by reasoaaod accustraied cdd*'' ) 
ne$s,and deluge her soul ^muk the tfweet watenr 
of earthly love/ . - ' - 

She had just entered her twenty-second year, 
wbea Caatrucdo ia 1314 returned to Lucca; • 
when under his auspices, the greatest enemy of 

Hoveoee became maAar of the neighboarcity $ 

when war was declared between the two stat^, 
and Gaityuccio was in itmia i^inal the FIof 
dentines. The summerwas now far advanced » 
aad she hastened to her soKctide at Valpei^. 
She was hurt at heart; one oi her dearest 
(keamsy the excellence of Ca^truedo^ was' 
oinoithrowii ; and she wished for a while to shut - 
out fixiiir4ier tboughis aH tiiemoi^ of the worM, 
which appeared to bring tumult and discord to - 
trouble her tranquillity. She was unable to ' 
do this: shewastoowdlkDOWOyandU)emich' 
kMed> not to be suugbt by those ^th whom 

she was acquainted ; and she waa starded to « 

hear from all sides eulogiums of tlie talents and * 

aeUierrtiip of Ga8tniN:do9 these, of 4tf^ 6hibe*'> 

I 2 
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Hithfear. . . , ». , 

It .liMm not a principle in litt InuMo imid 

tb^foreeeed ibe cUaog^ about to.oecur to it? 
It ibm not « feoiiiig which would warn the 

MHii of periJy were it not at Uie smm Ussm a 
cure prophecy that that peril is not to be 
avokiedf , Sp felt Enthniiiftia ; anddiin^gber 

evening meditalioiis she often enquired from 

ber own. tieart, why thiijiame of Goirtmccio 

made iier cheejws g^ow i and wl^y praise or di^h 
praise of -him teemed to dootrify her frame: 
why a namelesa ioqtuetude pervaded her 
^ugbtsi before to calm : wliyi tenderfy at the 
d wait the racotkactign of her mimt piajrinate^ 
she dreaded so much now to see him I And 
Ib^t iUaoga to tay» baiQg Ihut egitatod aod 
fearful, »he saw htm; and a calm more still 

than «iha tenMcieplbA of a wiadlete haaveni jo* 

descended. on her &oul, and wrapt ^ in tecuri^ 

, It wat not until Octpher» while Ruthaijaftia 
ttUI lingered Valperga^ thai Ceiftn|0Ga<^ took 
1121 iiig in LmccAm Ho latumed thithfiC* 
eoveied with g)ory> buihigUy ditconteatcd 
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wilb Uguccione who feiured ium^ andp wiiile he 
8a0fPOQ nifii ouvWsra ninoiuv vnik vwctj ccck* 
sioa to thwart his aad to dq^iva him 

of ril power and rciee m bis couhciU But 
Castruccio was at the head .a laiigB party^ 
who could ill brook the rude arrogance of 
Uotuscioiie* and the nnmailHd tttwiniitniifffi of 
bis fions. This party augmented every day ; it 
was wmtcbad, imobnl, ami haiafltod ; but all 
the GhibeUoe youth of Lucca made it their 

couofieis of Castruccio. . 

The whiter moatfw ^^qm spent in apparent 
id kaeaa f but in reaUty in deep pbttifig oo the 
part of Castruccio. Uguccione was at Pisa^ 
and bb eon, Vmnemo^s eovU itt mdaalMd 
the wiles pf the pupil of Alberto Scolo. He 

sawbia frank f m intmrnmrn^ and wniebad bis 

ga,y demeaaour ; but the conclusion of his oh- 
serratiooa was^ Ibat ablK>ugb Castracdo was 

eareteas of danger, and ambitious of gloryt ^ 
waa'too taui of plaama^ and-of too ingeomua 
a diflnoaitioDa to enter into auv deeo s^K^ha. or 

"to hnt mea tba mth nf utturpiog^ powar 
oftheatate* * . 
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Ca^mccio «tood on the tower of4he Antd- 

• m'melli palace ; young Arrigo Gainigi was at 

' iMs-side.; h^aS'Siimiitodedby balf^adMMof 
bis most intimate associates, and after having 
tor 4 while discnttad their pkttis <if pdtiioiit 
codduct^ they remained silent. Castruccio wa3^ 
s^Mtmteifioai liie iwtof ^ gyoti)i-i - tte tower 
of Antehniiielli oyeripc4ced the town of Lucca, 
and being rttaed ftir, above iti^'oeiMw^ dark 
streets, appeared/tege^er wi^h the aunien>u& 
towm of did icuby, a^^fonniiig a^epffr^ md 
more agreeable town -for the Aobks over the 
beads offUi^ iHifiiaMfltili^^ •Phe-^^lley 

' waB«t}^he4 around thp cky j itafiekb i^areof 
iregetation^ and spotted wiifa iilaii^ pateHes of 

' IloiAeaB woods; aod.the view i/wiermaated 
by Uie hills, crowned \yith snow, and their 
^diB cbdied withlte Mtk verdure of tbeiks, 
wliile from anaong tlieir folds peeped tbe w)iite 

walls of v^tages and ea«tl^ 

• ■ Castruccio fixed liis eye pn one of these 
easto. The forgoneo seepes of fab y»uih 
thronged into his meinoi^, and oppreased ban 
withitb^r numlms andMfe; the tow ^nnite of 
jius mother sounded in his ears ^ the veneraote 
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fwm aS Acbmari stood befimre bioiy and tl aeeni- 

ed to him as if the slender fingers of die infan^ 

fiitbftiMi&il'l»^^ Be tttined Btid- 

denly round, and asked: ''^iDbes she stiU live 

tiiert^ r "^-^Mbg to tbB cttde. 

c . Who? The countess of V alperga ? 

^lAye^iMMherdaogfaterEulhai^^ Vtmy 
~yeai^ bietd elapsed since he iiad pronounced that 

mtbet be tskliis iHioiefiiilie tliriB to its mu- 

aicid sound. - 

. ^The p^tsefrt countless/' replied Vanni 
MordecaaleUi, ^ is young and unmarried 
••*Atid her hdme is Eutliahasia/' continued 
count Ludovioo de' F<^ndi \ tiiedaugfi-- 
ter of M^Ss^ Atilomo.dei Adxfnari, who while 
^to iMed "fMw meiidf ^ MMlers the QiMj^h 
pAtty at Florence;; and tlirough her mother 

«s« '^i^MiMDS easde aiid mii^ x>C Vtit- 

* tf m 9 V 

Aye/' cried a youth^ ^iM^ltitj ^ay thai 
Raaieri d^la f agginola pretends to her hand* 
It is not well, that the credulity of a woman, 
Hfiid^ itslCMi to the.finit ftne speei&te that 

are addressed tb her^ should cau^e so strong a, 
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hold is Ite cailk of Valperga* to |M lo^ 
hm^ erf that inmlferihtfl ocatof ttartw**^ • 

. You ar» igno r an t of whom you talk/' said 
the airiifi f ondL whfiii yuu thuA iuxbtiir 
of the young countess of Valperga. She is a 
lafdy of g^cwl pndooee, baautgr» a^d laicniiig; 

4ind, although for years she has been sought by 

tbe fizH wMm of Iteigrt the i^ones hor in* 

independence aud solitude. She mingles Uule 
with the dtiiens cf tint town ( her ftkodt 
side at Florence, where she often passes man; 
gwntha^ atmciating with its fiwt faniHiw.** 

hi &be as bMUti^il^ as Jihe id said to i ^ 
iikad young Arrigo Gmnigi. ^ 
^^.JUKkied iha ia lovdijf to amirade} .b|it4iai; 
manners almost make you forget her beauty; 
lli^y iia ao wi w^ ing wd g^naoc&dv UofartH" 
nately j&be does not belong to our party, but is 
tt Jtnmgly rttaebed to tka Pope's as tfaf eotts- 
tfiss Matilda of old." 

^<Aye, tbaie woiMn em so eeafly caj<M 

by priests/^ 

^Nay, HooQflUo, yoo wdl ItiH be ti| Ike 
wxQQgi If you apply common rules to the coo* 
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iluct of tbe couatesft Euthanasia* She is at- 
tached to the caose of the freedom of FkMMoe^ 
and not to tbe power of her Popes. Wlien I 
▼isited her on her return to her castle, I found 
her full of giief at the renewal of the war be- 
tween these stales. She earnestly asked me 
iffbetber I saw any y ro s pec t of pe^ ; ' For/ 
said sbe^ * I am more attached to copcord and 
the alliance of partiei» timn to my of the £ao 
tions wliich distract our poor Italy/ — 
Hie conversatioo Aen turned on other sut>> 

ft 

jects. Castruccio had listened silendy to the 
praiife which the old oount Fondi had bestowed 
on the friend of his childhood ; and presently 
after, taking Arrigo aside, he said : My young * 
friend, you must go on an embassy for me/' 

^* To ihe end of the wo^ld, if you desire it^ ^ 
my dear lord 

Nay, this is a shorter journey. You must 
ride tomorrow morning to the ca^ of Val* . 
perga, and ask permission of tlie countess that 
I m9f visit her. Our fiimiUes, though of op^ 
posite interests, were much allied ; and I ought 
to have sought this interview before/' 

On the following day Castruccio wailed 

15 
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«nibusly fytiim ratom of Arrigo. He 

a liuld belore Jkooo. i fttw iMr«^' 
he cried; **and^ after having seen her, I 
wQodar M tkm tgarfot %jS tkma Luoobeae Ibut 
ibey do not ail emigrate from tlieif town^ lu 
^ and aimiQBd iw catttib Md no Iwr 
aU day,io^« I seem oul^ U> live since 1 Iiaye 
naenhar) atek wlowityryaotMchintingly 
-aod geoUe^ I ham he^U .you oay good 
brollier, tbit you oaMr ittat ^dl'» weniaR 
*wbofii.yott cottU; auahritts in your lamo&i heart,, 
land tfaoa- pay worship tot \h« Malted spirit of 
lovdnatB^ vibkh. yoii iuA vaooly aooghw and 
jaever found. Go to Valperga, and, gazing oa 

Eothanaiia^ ym viUM ttanhkngiy ^m^mA^yMr 

heresy.'*" 

. • ^Ta hovie' ttnen^ aa3r dev'Arrigo* Does 

abe consent to receive me r '^'^ • 

^ Yaa,' she datm»to lee you ; 'md with the 

moat kiganuous awoetaesi^ ahe haide me t^eU 

you the pleasure it would give her, to renew 

<jhar ^nqiiaiataooa widi ona whoiii ahia haa not 

Jorgotten diM'ing a long ^paiagiOAU** 

• • • 

ft 
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^Thjs is a wdl known road to me/' thpugbt 
iC^truccio^^ as be wdi^ mxmB fUm 

Lucca towards the hills of the Bath& : " Uieie 

■ ■ ■ • # 

k stiUl tbat oiountaii^ ihmi an a crafffy a»d 

mghiy wd\ i>utiaouuU and bouuds U^^ of^er 
ikpeooioea; the iowar pnka ava iliU coDgia* 
gated round attiactir^ and anresjUng tba 
ckiuds that pause m their iyimiuti^ aod thei» 
doYfly rail What a spleodki jarb ^oow 
these old moiintaioa have thrown over tfaem- 
feives^ to shield them from the trmmtUum % 
that buflfet^ them all the winter long^ while 
their black ^des apfiear ahnoat at tbeabadowa 
of a marble statue, l^ooking at th^e hilh, it 

* Tkm TiwmMuw is#iaiiertayiflif*#» Mnff^y 

the &gulii»west ^ aud the i^kfaia Uie ^oulh-east. 
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teams tonmm f f I had wddmly • racollectton 
of a {MPevioun fi<Lftteftce,i such acrowd olf klMt 

rash upcm me, the birth of my early years, long 

^mdp aom semwi* Tlim im ,tiiaft JmU slaiMki 

tlie old sheep-cot, in whicii I oace took reilige 

f^tiiffiiy % Mora f iImm ]• tils ciiilii <i€- tte 

Foodi, ii0%r which grow the largest ilexes of 
tictftshitli* ttid ui tluit M oeii of dM fii(Niiitei& 

is the holy spring, near which oa sumoier 
momnp Kiithenaiie eiid I have olton gatlnrr 

mi flowecs^ wad placed leaves £or boats, see- 
ing them wnXkm^A up end egein eeet fbrfli 
ki the whkl of that strange pool { I wonder if 
that tall cypress still throws its shade upon the 
wBtair: Mi ^ li iw i ia it wQiihl Well pteem 'uml to 
dit as of yore. Euthanasia by my side, oa its 
nosMOfeied roots. ' 

Castrucciu's heart was much softened, as he 
sedeomrely reeegeaed objects^ wfaieh te hed 
fei^ottea ior so man;|^ years^ and with which 
he had been meet iotmieftcty ecqusmled* The 
peoiliar iosui oi the braiMdies <^ a treeii the 
winding of an oAen*trod mountain«path, dM 
mniitteia of esael^ slreeeds^ Ihehr heehs jtiedeclL* 
cd with dwarf bluubs^ tilings which would 
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have appeared uncharacterizied to one w)k> 
ykmeA thm for tlie>ftM Ihm ; bote for him 
eoffifrdiatinguisbiDg mark, some pecuUac shape, 
ifriiifth awote wMtta -him OMmriet this ,fa«i 
b0tn long laid adeep* 

l%e toad tbiit M ftbm Lii0» tp V«lfMr)|a 
atrock duecUjf aoma ibe pkun - to the foot of 
the rock on which the castle was built. Thm 
rock overhung the road, castiog adeep ahafde; 
and projected, forming a precipice on three 
•ides; the noitban siday «lthcfootaf«rhkii 
the Secchio flowed, was disjoiued from the 

in the depth, among looi»e stones, and the 
flDiiiBd naksd moiB of. h aa oa thai ahMlad 
the side of the deft. Castruccio began to as- 
cend die path which led to thapoNdof the 
castle^ that was cut in the precipitous side of 
thia leeeM* end wes b e wbi e d for htttgpft of 
Stunted myrtles overtopped hy chesnut trees i 
tbefeiii«eof theaehed foH«; end their spoils, 
ytUom, end hrowo^ and red, weca atrawed on 
the.iUiiing kevee <rf .te myrtfe iuidarwood«( 
The path waa ateap^ serpentine and narrow^ 
so that .Castruccio, who now looked on nature 
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with a sddier's eye, remaiked what m excel- 
iMii ihiifiiiin Vilmifigi niMrhf m^iik if thfcfr wmhi 
Ihe Oiil^ access to it ; the toif eat roared bclow^ 
iMpog thiairfiHreiirmMite; iarthtt ebip^ 

more aad louder aiupuighuge 

^11- tKan «fcrw*w>^* iha hai*iilfl Af#ffii£|| • hilt all 

mnKls anr f^ln^f¥^^fn^• ibtea; lume baiiidi and 

' At the summit of the path was a drawbridge 

form of jrock on whieb the castk ^iood ; — 
tankiuig noarly WNWii Am mptte^ iMiiag 

ruoai Qoiy for a sBialt plot of grouiidi wimh 
uiiiwkmitti tfai filMo^ imm gnsgdM .%f • 
barbictfit ^uad m mhkh a few tueea^ dark 
itatdi, atid Mf^ MamAs^' imngted tbeir boO'* 

tain rose,, barren and nearly perpendicular; 

staioed predpicf towered above, while the 

ilaelf %vas a large and picturesque building, tur^ 

cio Rnffared the gatoM ttsiwk ihe 
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bridge, arid passed between llie main building 

c<>miiig xomid to the front of the castle, which 
opemd oa tibe gMBjrplot; bev» htwia vmik 

hy sevCfal seivantb^ and conducted to the 

.ferga hdd lich ^ aiui lb6cyis4b.w»itt(Me 
isiAgfttfioMt iSo^iMk tbuM fwky ttiong boUi 

' usttiili^ wer^ The graat baoquetiag bail mm 
painted with various figures, which, though 
fud^ -md dafefitov^ 'm atada and |M»n i amif% 

were regaided widi admirauon in tlio&c da^s* 

A huge Samifkci&p ao^ iUuadMd bjpa faia^wg^ 

,£re^ gave air of cbeertuines^ to the hallf ^ 
nmA Mrving*men, jtod tw» hstgB mad baan^ 
iui dogs, were, caweriog round the fita, as a 
cold January blast rushed throi^ ihe o^po* 
iila dioor^ thraiigli wlnah (Tattnirciifi pmnhI 
into an inner, open court of the castle. 
. . Tbiaooifit waaatiirtHiDdad by gottea daia 
tern on all sides except one, where the huge 

atomii^ of the rock, grew a few cypresses ; and, 

jaa yali ^asid u|iwiaiilli at tkaniy thay aaMMrt 

piaiEca lba<k>^ with Ibabr dark aodimiiQa" 
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hm sfnm. On one side of tbia court ww a 

haadsouie staircase jbuilt of the marble of Car* 
' rara, and by this he ascended into the audi- 
ence chamber. It was then, being winter, 
hong wfth scarlet cloth ; the ceiUng was pain^ 
ed; and tbe bright marble pavement refliscted 
hi dim colours the Venus and her Cupids de- 
picted above. A small tripod of white mar- 
ble curiously carved, stood in the middle of 
the room, supporting a bronze censer m which 
incense was burning ; several antique vases 
and tripods adorned the room ; the tables were 
of the finest stones, or of glass mosaic ; and the 
seats or couches were covered with scarlet 
cloth inwoven wiUi gold. Within this was 
Euthanasia's own apartment; it was hung 
with blue silk^ and the pavement was of mo- 
SMC ; the couches wiere richly embroidered, 
and a small table of verde antique stood in tbe 
n^iddle of the room* In the recesses were se- 
veral .stands for booksi writing materiais, &c, ; 
and, in tbe embrasures of the windoWs were 
, bronze stands, oii which were placed finelj 
embossed gold Tases, filled with such flowers 
»as tbe season aiibrded* But,, amidst all thia 
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luxury, the nphtst ornament the room was 

the lovely possessor hei self» 

Castraccio and Euthanasia met ; after many 

years of absence, they gazed on each other 
witfi curiontjT and interest* Euthanasia bad 
awaited his arrival with unwonted anxiety : 
she OMkl not explain to hexidf the agitafSon 
that she felt at the idea of meeting him } bu^ 
when she saw him, beautiful as a god, power 
and love dwelUng on every feature of his coun« 
tenanoe, and in eveiy motion of bis graeefiil 
ibnn, the unquiet beatings of bar heart ceased, 
and she became cabn and happy. And was 
she not also beautifuU Uer form was Ughl^ and 
every limb was shaped according to those rules 
by whkh the exquisite statues of the antienta 
have been modelled. A quantity of golden 
Iiair fell roiHKl her mck, and| unless it had 
been confioed by a veil that was wreathed 
round her head, it would almost have touched 
the ground ; her eyes were blue ; a blue that 
seemed to have dnmfc»in the deplfas of an Ita- 
lian skyi and to reflect from their orbs the pure 
ami unfathomable biiUieiice^ which stittM lim 
bight as darkness, of a K oiuan heaven ; but these 



)Maateott9 (^yQ» were ftifiged by loog^ poittted 
lashes, which softened their fire, and addbd to 
liifiMr 'MVioetpe(i» : Ite veiy iottl <>f ofMn^fauearted 
' Ciuuity dwelt oil her brow, and her lips ex- 
.yffMed Ihe softest sradifailif^^ tbm wismfaer 
;eouoteoance, beyuud all ui kind and good that 
you <m\A jtbtte dlacoimry «n e K pre sa i O D 4bat 
filmed to require ages to read and undei^tand ; 
t wkdom exalted by enthuaiaMB, a wUdoess 
teoip^ed by ^lf-coi£iinand| that filled every 
lock end e^ery mo^OD. wkb efemal change. 
She wfia dre^fied acooirding to the custom of 
the tiinies, yet hef dress f^WB ttrtfaer. ^lai% tieing 
neither oriiei^eplied with gAd. nor jewels^ a 
silk vestof blue'feached from her toiler 
ieel^ gjirded al Ibe vim^ by a asaail eoiluraider^ 
ed band ; the wide ^nd hanging sleeves were 
.eoibroid«^at the and ieU. ht mes hex 
hands, except when, thrown back, tliey disco- 
vered her rQBy-la|)t:fiagers and taper:wmu 

They met then and often again ; and the dtf-^ 
faflenee^of tb^|io&li«id.pavtieaofdydt^Clw^ 
closer. Euthanasia perceived that CasUuccio 
krit^Bififri (b woijk aome^ihadge 'in tbe Male 
of her country ; mi she eai^ieslly wisfae^^ 
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'wt&i to draw hm o^er father partyy^but to 

were, if one love of peace und good animated 

i<iiiiiM)U,>v ittie-mBbeii'iiso ^t^bi^mkmi, 

.to jLilow if the love of liberty lived there. Eu- 

' t:alied one ni her, to love the very .sliaciow of 

olired a G^eiph amuag the leaders of that part^ 

^^berty^ he74'ABk itsek would have forced^^ier 4o 

slie was tio narrow psurUatan; her*iiatb#i^-imd 
JfcilMtodlhit>ftepitidy^faBi^ ^ had 

^fAAAMlm republic had increased licr love of 

f all interest in petty intrigue. Castruccio was 

the advaiicemeoL ot that party; he did not 

tJJ l Mi Mi tliim ■ftipgtodiapiriai.fiift to^^pp^aM 

to do so, for he loved her, and listened, his eyes 
vtQues^ all appeared wise tMid good tha^ 



i 
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woiiklfor a while carry him along with it, and 
he would talk of republics, aud the energy axki 
wtiie thai every dttcen acquires, when each, 
actbig under the censure of. each, yet possesses 
power ; and men, not as children obedient to 
the mere word of command, discuss and r^u- 
late their own interests. Her admiration for 
the cbaract^ o£ several of the Fiorenttne chiefs 
gave interest to her details respecting the 
cbaqges thai had occurred there during the laat 
years, and to the many aiiecdotes that slie dwelt 
upon a§ deoftonslratuig the power attd grandeor 
of hei beloved Florence* 

Ijlgr wefe their eonversa^ona only potidcal* 
Euthanasia's qaind was stored wi^ sweet lore ; 
she hwed poetry, and * sang or repeated the 
verses of Q uido or Dante and, as she made 
eaeurrions Miong tiie woods, or joined m 
bunting^arties with Castruccio and her other 
fiiendB, her oonvmation appeared one strain 
of poetry* Castruccio related his adventures, 
and Euthanasia was never weary of Halening 
la the details of the Jdo^ish and f rench courts 
and manners j two systems of society, so widely 
opposite to each other, and both ao diierefil; 
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tomed. Their iove for oae anoiher^ wd their 
copfidence increased ; the wintar moaths pass- 
ed OQ^ and the first days of spriiig, brioging 
i%ith them green leaves and soft wir^ femid 
them vowed fiieoda, each believing to be kait to 
the other for itfb with the atroqgest ties of eo- 
duhog love* 

Eutlianasia said that she loved for the first 
time^ and a fftbehood had never stained her 
purest &oul ^ a well of iutensest^ and overflow* 
ing pasnon was opened in her heart; every . 
feeUDg was softened, every emotion modulated 
faf this change: she was penetrated with love ; 
and, admiration and esteem forming but a })art 
of tUsy she made a god of hint she kmd, be» 
lieving every virtue and every talent to live in 
his sottU Thus, unrestrained by any latent fear 
or ungenerous suspicion^ she gave up her heart 
to hiniy and was for a while happy. They 
passed much time together ^ and every day each 
msfde a discovery of some new exceHencey some 
tiU then uwbgerved accompltfhment» 

Her feelings were indeed entirely changed 
by the birth <tf this new and pewadol «MI»- 



mmt BitiMo ite iMd teM te « giMt di^ 

gree sIam m tkus^ world ; fiadiag none who en- • 

ti^ trMMura. of ket heart to tbaear ot-silfiiice 
atone, Sh^ was happy nmoag tiie gai^es of 
T?l£MMitir»A » *Ka mri t Ami iinftfliiifttifiii oi tia& titKw 

plefuiixied.an agreeable variety to her life; but 

tbtte was a miAtable and cbangeiul spkntmxMg^ 

ihesxi, that did not invite her confidence. Her 
ejm hid oftea boBii Ughtad afi^ dnd IbersiMt' 
awakeo€d.ia coavigr&atioa^ wliere wit sharpem 
ymtf and Ilia aifaaa.of OM amd-mmot t0/€fuai> 
the bic^ of ciukken of fiy^wtiea 
tendem^s serened her baait^ and tfaa mMifm 
£Q!alwg of umvanaL k>va {laDatmUKi her^ she . 
fouud no voice that replied so well to hers as 

tfia f^timMBiguig crf'tlie^iiiMir^itii^ iIm air of 

noon^ and the soft murnmrs of the breeze that 
sQatlaMl bar haar and ftaiiiaoad htf cbaek. 
a»d tbe cUsbiug of the waters that ^ ao be- 
giamng oread* 

It w^.QOt thus now; the \ftordf and looks ■ 
of GiMtrucdo replied to her^ aad alia felr hap* . 
pigf (tiiyd gjiie juMi ^iwr bean*' There was so 
doubt|, uo gorio^ j all was security aad calm j 



Digitized by CoogI 



% 

aod her heart softened, until tears sprang forth 
under the weight of umnitigaledpleasure. She 
waa frank, geoeroua a n dfe a r i e a s ^ therefore she 
instantly be^eved and trusted ; while the mas* 
ter-pasaioQa whi^ ever ruled her life were not 
forgotten^ but, mingling with and heightened 
bj kwe^glewad with gseater eq^gy.- Thejr 
passed' several months in the enjoyment of this 
ipjenoouiM; thej^ hqped, thejr felV that ibeir 
destinies were, intertwined iievcr to be scpa- 

ntted^ and Ihair uobn waapafy dafiMmd^uatil 

Castruccio should fi ee his country. The sum- 
ma advand^f would 0OQn ^ve Ihe rignal for 
separation.. On one of these days, one of the 
last hefooa their partnigy EathaMsia relatedto 
Castruccio the few events of her peaceful life 
wUch had ooBunad s^ioe their-separaiaoa'ten 
ye^before* The tale was short, bat it was 
oaeibatdeaply ioteiopsted the lisl^aeiv 



« * 



CHAPTER X. 

. • ■ 



. It U strt4ii &r one to ^f€kk^ vtbo asver 

before ba» ultiered the acDtiments of her heMU 

Willi my eyas I Jbave qpiAw to dio Mny 

skies md the greea earth ; and with soiikd that 
could not^a^feas my emcMioiiI haw ca nvqiWM l 
mth the soft airs oi summer, the muromr of 
streMMt and the cheqmiaad abadea^of oiir di- 
vina^ woods: but never be£ui« have Lawakac^ 
ed sympathy in a human countenance with 

uf^^ I have hved a solitary hermitess, and bava 
b^oma an eotbuaiaat for all beaiMjr* JStiag 

alohe, I have not feared to give the reins (o 
^^^^'''ieeliiigs ; I have lived happily witbia the uni- 
verse of my own mind, and have o&m gjivea 
reality to that which otbera call a droana* I 
have had lew hopesy and few £Bara i bi&teverjF 
passing sentiment has been an event ; and I 
have marked the turtb of a new idea with the 
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juy that others derive from wbiftt tbejp call, 
dmig^ m4 fortone. What it ibe nmMp 

. cept that which we ieel ? L^ve, ^nd hopci »ik1 

iiflligMt* or aoKfow wd tem; thmr ^ai^ aur 

Uvea, our realiti^, to which we give the names 
of powwy p o — eg i k m, miiftwrttinc^ add deaths / ^ 

You souie at sUaoge words* I covr 
fM ttvalier amoliciiis arise; and^ as ia ssjf 
cmloini I tr}' to de^e aiKl uaderstanid them. 
Xava, whan nurtured by sympathy^ is a atroogea^ 
feeUogy ttum those breathless eimotioiia wbich^ ^ 
amt-fiPCMii thecoDtampIatioQ what 19 com- 
moaly cailfid inanimate nature, and of the won* 
droua and eternal changes of the universe; 
MfnA, fiH^iflg aa I do, that if I giv^^t place, in 
my heart, it must bear my whole being away. 
itfWi k, aa lha tempeat bean the mSk along, 
t^e $ky, wonder no^ dear friend, that I hafe- 
panaed, aod wm iliiiddbrad, wben I tboughi, 
thai: an unknown power was about to dv^ell in 

ft 

my soul, which might make it blind to its fur* 
mar delight^ a^d deaf to the deep voice of th^t 
natimy whose child a^d mirriiog I call myself*, 
But no^. I doubt 90 asore; I am yours,, Cas« 
'Urucclo ; be my fortune tear^ or smiung, it 

\0U i» K 
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stuiM fa# one thai vi4tt4N:ixig wkh it ^mao sym^ 
pffliiy, and I iiisign that ravage liberty of wiHeh 

^ You have asked tiic to relate the even^^ iif 

would not hear tlie history of many a sU aoge 

itey <uu9f M eMtl«4 mat mftiAe of 

wondrous clmnge. You left me at Florence 
th^4hvMnte chmghier'of a finher 1 ^oMd ? I 
ever Aear kim rendii^ wd-conversi^ wMb 
Mm ; aiiA4f4^^^p«t-ofier kimy Any ^ivamft^ 
and otUed the iriiit^ mltie asid some sligfat 
wisdom firoWi -my itiieditahom, it is to his lessons 
: ifaHt I we this good* it is iie who taugtftine 
to fiathom ray sensations, and discipline my 
iMnd; uddmMnd *w4mi my SaMmgB Wem^ 
and whed^er they aro»e from a good or evil 
fiffw^ 'j^.^afttght-ttfei to Ibok on tey «>#iri 
feidts fearlessly j Itfmy'bly as a "weak teing— 
yet *ii0t ivilb ^edk tiuAiiil^r, but «nlh^ no- 
dest^ yet firrn courage, tkttt -led me 10 know 

inAilit 4fvieeri it wight iMMtafs^ Me ^Kplais* 

,ed tQ tae the iessoos itf our ^iraae taasler ; 
^rtik^ our ^pvieslb i^lrapttD tisffisfy the-tneit 
groit^liog deures ; aiid be «^gbl me to eeek 
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was that of virtuous aotim, and tiet^ef weep-* 
kigy tot the absolutiQA df wMctr<dii)fwtt»<a M> 
Teinie. ■ • » '/ ■ * * 

- 9e P«peak 'wMi ^millf r f-lMptihit 

do oot so far mistake me. I have been a scv^ 
Htary feeing ; and, conversi«g ifMi« my oi*ii 
tieart> I him beM ao aoenstooMl loAwe^iie 

firattk language of a knowledge drawn from 
feed pimci^s/Mrir'ttr l(igigli>flay iMMi jami 

tfimghts HI thcx^e sc ales which tny reason anci 

sotind >ain> when tl^ey are only true. 1 do 
iM4biiik (Kat4^lild4pQ«b wUKvanil^^ 

fop I 'WaB^aaumeFaUng tbe ben^ls 4ii^at I re« 

faterature of ancient Hoaie; and my-^whole aoyl 
yftw9 with lAie ^eayty df actKJti^Md'tiic fM^^ 
etic sentmient these writers* At iii^t i oonu 
{liained that no men Kved now, w4io bore aj9i^ 
iii4Qr "to^tiiese far sinning 4MiiecMM>of tNf Mth : 
my father convinced nte, that the world was 
mmltSttg tinier barbaric ktimrgyy and that flo* 
t^ce,5n her irtroggle fur freedon^, had ^w^ker^ 

M'ttie nobleBt ^toi^m^ die 4immm imik 



a iBiastrel ^ang saoie of the Cantos of Dante's 

J>iMMi GMfiiMit ^ I Cft» Mvor filigtt tte 

enthuuaflic joy X expeiioficedj in blading that 

iwat IIm coBleiiMKfnfv 4tf ite iUaitnim 

• I eiidM«Mr to Mrir in iMn-fiUie Uflorf ^if 

all my actions; and I must date my enthusiasm 
cal welfare of italy^irom the repetitioa of UMpa 

-^^^^^^Wf^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^^^^^^ ^^^^^^W^^^^^^ ^^m^^^ i^^^^^VV^^HIV^^^W^V IFw ^^■^^■^■w 

writings i adoioed^ were Jrec^; a Oiiwk ,wiio 

gnage^ flsid these were the productioM of freo- 
BMO • tha miiiital hiiiliM¥ of ibfiffiBt of fhfi wocki 

who arc slaves, was a blank, and thus I was 

berty togelUer } aad|. fts I worshipp^. ^isdom 

aa >!■» pn»tmamti^ i $ Mi i^il»^ Jif^ ^ dinaii 

' light 4if the niwld, sordid I More libei^ty as its 
paimty ha Mler»ih0teif#^ being, flmv^pa 
iivasftae^ aod Dante was a fioreotin^d^ 
but a isaeopr^n . cpuM : have pouimi forth iba 
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poetry aod ekiqiieiice to which I listened.: 
v^hai llmigb kewaie UsoiAmI tem 1|s$ niilii^e 

city, aod had espoused a parly Uiat seamed to 

^pport tyrttinf ; ib^^mmce i^ flmckim 
that clash aod struggle which awak^ . tk^ ener* 
^^it of oor natme, aod that o^ieratioii of- 4he 
•etenfieiau of our mbd^ w^ich a&jtw^^vc6 
'M^^ htM and pOfVf «r thai iSacIer ol' fhoin ^ 
^eueratiiigy as thq^ say all thiog^ «ai;thl}^ « do 

HMyii witlMHit wisdoffii Aad wi^t 
-'would not this world become, if every loao 

* ciples of iiic, and become as the few which 
*^age3? If time had not sbakeii the iighi ui poe- 
^would be dark and trackless: now we have a 
'of hberty; let us imitate them, aud.iiki(?.th^n:i 
' future passengers to tbe jouiiiaitisi^flife.^ ^-Ai* 

* the pledge of a ghjirious race, which tul^^^us 
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MiKb- lot Us fgfuAoBf ^9f^*uHtf mmIbo* tli& MIm^ 
hopes of t)m world. Tiiese sentipjeats^. moh 

A&'ffowA of a& enthttsiMin iAm; a^ul^vi^ck 

^1 wasat'thiB tuM bvA sixtcwa^; ooil at thai; 
ftge, tinkftS' I had been ^^driai by thelessQils 
isiiUgfhttkM, WKfrnvikAUomL vuouUi liaia.bett 

sufficienlJy fruitless.- But he^ whether he 
taught me U> fwafttbi t|he tanid «iid;fja^iaii»> 

muaity of man, or to study the litde universe 

of mjL<mn UMi, ^om maimnlu jbc^ pbuiiiig 
out accents • that commaoded attentioo. 
ob«dielfc(jl ' AtHrA^ batieM, (ttat iaipbkaxt 
was good, and ttot by foliawiug il9 dictaffees I 
Ihould tMH da^ WMDg} t wakftoid^arid iavadi 
not to ^oottraio toy^milf thoagh J xwf h^iw^pt 

tfki mkm^v*>^^ ^ ma,: thbtaMMr aqr 

judgement or pasaioos must rule aact tbait 
my 'fiilair& liuppinaia rad .oMfittanta Japiocfaii 
on tbe dboicelr naade-baturaea xbeae twaiiam* 
I leamM fkm him taloak ti^mvli w^bft- 
mg of conaequeoce only through, the 4eahjQg8 
^hkh tWey exdted; afid to bel'iavatbatafaiiMt 
of Duadi love^ and beoevdaDt iaahng ought ta 
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or 



^B^^B^^^^^^S^PW^^^^M^^^^ ^^^^^^ "^^^^H ^^^^^^^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^^^^^^^^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^^^^^^ ^^^^^^^^r 

jofitjinakeupthe sumof tfaiirvxiMm ipfese 

^ Wdl j these were the Icison^ of my father, 

tailed Diy eighte^ath year; aud then iia died. 
WimklStk, my gritf nddeapw^i liiL jvI 

fliilr; few sorrows surp ass tbat o£ a child, 

a lady with a kiud hearty aiid a humanity ami 

«fii«daMlg^oliitiaj^ £mM 'She 
■wjgwJ) iifciilialipBmi> Willi iMrtiMbbf fmm, 

-•equisitiont in war^ 'tlie conduct ^ aibes, wd 
HIV IMn^Qf lMr:MMi*s ^foilM tMhid 

tey^you wimki haw tboogtitlliatti^^i^^ . 

"wMi all tbe magistrates of Fbrence^ thc} pro- 
♦wbtiiuw of clRtkn^ tte am of tbriiaoiii^ 

tlie receipt oHmpo^Ui ev^y circumstance 
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of tb* rafHibiie. Sfatt was i atene fc te d io ibe 
most Itrely maimeT in the fall of Corso Doiia- 
U% tim With P'Momp ibe taldog of ilMit 

tawo, and the deaths aud dectiojris of the va* 

miad Vufm. She wtapmni* at every a>uH 

held by the Gae^ii lorik of Loiubaidy ; and 
Imt poor MlijMla wm aometliM 

ayppear wilh aukabiadig- 
n% oa fliesa ocoMboa* The mamage of har 
children wa& her next oue ; but she couid never 
looBis'tem dadnve raaolvt as »Qiance 
would b# the naoat ad^nti^aoua to hci: fiaouly^ 
and at the aatne time most promote the cause 

^When my father died, fehe sent for my 

«Ua»t bmlm iM» liaplm; #i Sot. mmd 

months her mind was occupied by his acces* 

^^^^^^^^^^^Bf ^^^^^(^ ^^^^^^^Mr^T^^^^l^r ^^^^^^^^^^ ^^^^^^BF ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ ^^P^W ^ 

nuui and Valpei^ would acquire by havhog 

'•man and a hbnfl phiiffrnftphfiri i^ t^ Kb ^ 
aoldier, a braira man, {till of a m b Hi aa 
aod party ^piiitf and a naw iiaid was o|aanad 

* m € 

* Daats: l^Hpfirfi^ Caata laaf » 
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to my mother's poU^ by hiro, wh^n he de* 

tailed the intrigues of the Neapohlcui court; 
she was finr^Mer occiq^ed in sendihg dlies8eki<* 
gers^ receiviog dispatches^ caiculaUng imposts^ . 
and aU the pygmy acts of a petty state. 

Whea 1 was nineteen years of age, we 
heard that my younger brother had &Uen iU 
at Rbme^ and defied to see some one of liis 
&nuly. My unde^ the abbot of St. M aurke, 
was on the point of going to Rome ; and I ob* 
la'med my mother's leave to accompany hiim. 
Ob| what long draughts of joy I drank in on 
tliat journey ! I did not think that my brother's 
iUness^was dangerous, and indeed considered 
that circumstance more as the pretext, than the 
object of my journey; ! sol feaiiessiy gave my-* 
seh" up to the eniliusiasm that deluged my soul. 
£spiessioa hp, aa then my own sptirkfisgged^ 
beneath the influence of these thought^ : it was 
10 Rome I joemied, to sM die mt^ges :of the 
mistress of the world, within whose walls all I 
oould coDcrive of great, and good, and m^e^ 
bad breathed and acted : I should draw In the 
sacred air which had vivified the heroes of 
Rome } their shades would aurrouod me j and 

JL5 



• ' * , 

the very stones that I should tread.weve marked 

bgr llMRf fix>lal0|it. 'Oaix^M imioeitci'inkBt I 

Sdii You have not studied theimtariee of asi^ 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ ^^^^^^^^^^K^^^^^^ ^^^^^^^^^^^ B^^i^^^ wi^^^^^^^w^^* ^^^^^^^^^r ^^^^ a^^^v^^^^v w^^^^^^^ ^v^^^^Hpi^^ 

breatlies in them i a soul ot beauty aixl wb* 
dom vvluijb hMd |M)M(mmI tuf hoaitof Ii6aits» 
Wkea i d c i e eod e d the hiUs ot the Abiiii% 
and first aaw the Tibef reding its tranquil wa^ 

•-^why did not Cata live why vva^ I not 

poets? Alas! I was about to approach, tiie 
rimiomroi Homa^ ih^' Hiflidfliate^ cona^ ite 
broken iimga a£ virtuit waa oooe gfeat be- 
ycbdrdl tlu i» M oiF speach e» uiLp i w . Mjrwt 
Ibusiam i^aia chaaged ; aiid J iateakuadof 
sacred hoiror run through my «eiiis. ThOu, 
oht Tiber, mm YoBest, eirer md ftr aatrifae 
same! yet are not thy waters lliose which 
Ikmmi bm whuk Ihe Scitma and itbo Aifaii 
lived on thy siiores; the grass and the horbage 
^bkb adorn iky banka hwrn t/mtxy liiouiluri 
timeabeea.renewedsinca it waa pressedoa^by 
'ikek feet ; aft is changed^ evtn thou wtMUm 
saoMii 



Digitized by Google 



* 

4 

<iared hardly breathe; the star& shone bngbt 

twinl^lmg beaois iUuniinated Jlke^ ^mk towers 

iMLted being! asleep. . A, .pcipcQstipn 'flf ^nosks 
passeA^bf Aiuntn^ Iiik ft »\^e8t>aikt .iBlmMi 
JbQo^w.lkal language 1^ 

. ^4ethotig^diey«g>g-lbw4a^'3 x€qm€m;^mm 
ihought i was following to th^r last nairM 
.iwM^ak^lhat had^nistciiof gfeataod goodua 

.this god-inhabited city. . , ', • . r'; in-f 

I arrived^ my brother was cQO^derably b^tter^ 
. liagb wftoenlntaiaHt ci«i^ hope ofUtJecoveijn 
I spent my lil'e among the ruiosof ^ome^ 
;I>MVa^iwat tddthail ap|)eaied litl^Jit* 

, tbei;A wanderii^ shade of the aiicieat iissiea, 

.|sm I called on the shadows of the departed to 
Mnrato «wilit me^ and la propftesrf tb^ ibrtiiAes 
1^ awaltdding Italy. I can never ioi^ om 
fipnng tiiat i visited the Pantbecm by moci^ 
ligbt^ the soft beams of th^ planet stxeamied. 
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oifired around. It ^med as if tbtr sfiirh of 
bMuty dncMiad.OB my soul, as 1 att Amk 
nil'^ f^y tif*y * n ^ v f >r timj [ haforr no frU thii litti^ 
fMHl riraMiinfirs of ton own nutt^ or Ifaa mm 

ttllbBQS 4)f OttlOT l|9kuituai 63kistfiB0C% M al Jtilftt 

moinentp Oh ! could I even now pour fortk 
ail MD»di llff aestiiiiMlt itf 

divine^t wisdom, that theu hux^i ia upon my 

eoai»-iD B tick iomm k ^ i o di n WMite 

ifgbt of the IB 0011 to the dark tempie m which I 

fltftf^f^^l^^^^'ft^^Oh '^^tfll^rf^^tt ^^^H^B^^^l ^^fti^fl^^'K ^ftff^^l^ IQ^^^Hi^^k ft 

but fainter Uma the moon huamt and mora 
MMNMoent lam tliofia deaip thoughts; my eyes 
f^tm, cbaaka i^iam, but viiorda aiia ilwiail 

me. I feel as it were my own soul at work 

iHHvftHMMa aMC^& aatt^rfv i^^M^^li^A ■ ^arf%a%i^tf2 ^ia^^h&^^^^k ^aiAm 

cret operations^ and lay bare the vitals of my 
U a hii; ki tbatmomont. wfaioh wcnSd te cnaof 

over wbriming extacy— in that moment I ahookl 

Well ; to return to the events that sealed 
my rirideiioe in Roma^ aad by alwUKng iha 
softneii of afiac^aonataaorrow Qy& my fiBaUflgs, 
adklad to^r de^ hoUness. The laainicmthitf 
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on the sick bed of my dying brother : he did 
nol Biittur Dftin s his UImbi wu l8ihanac2 ' •ft*^ 

* I watched with breathless aQJi.ietj the cbaoge 

ft^ life to death. Stm^dmrn, wben the iLft 

Jif^na bad sounded, and the heats of the dajf 
Jbad siibfidedy I slob out mto tba air toieGn«Bii 
my wearied spirits. There is no sky so bliM^' 
a«^tbat of .Rome; it ia deep, paoetialiDgi and 
dazzling ; but at this hour it had faded, and its 
soft m§f that made wild and thriUuig vaume 
among the sohtudes of its hills and ruins, cooled 
my fevered cheeks,' and looliied me in qaleof 
aorrow. I then enjoyed grief ; I may now say 
ao^ although I then felt angiusb akme ; truly I 
weptf and bitteriy over the illness of my two* 
ther ; but, when ^le soul is active^ it brings a 
certaia cgnsolation aloi^with it : I was never 
so much alive as then, when my wandeiings, 
which seldom exceeded one or at moat two 
hours, seemed to be lengthened into days and 
weeks« I loved to wander by the banks of the 
Xib^i whidi were solitary, and, if the sci* 

roGCP blfWf lo,imrk the ck^ af th^j^ 
oy4^ Su^Peter's ^pd the many towers of Rome; 
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MndiBBtt^ I'lvittibd oDtliBCtiiifiMlOf'']^kitilife 

mounts which aveilook the city^ and gazedi 

Beautiful city, thy towers were 
the orange tii>ts of the fiist-departing sunset, 
and tlie j^iosts of lovdf metnoiiei ftMted^mth 
llie night breeze, among thy ruins; I became 
•etfan; ataidstm deftdriice^^andMeaftia^^ 
empire, what individual sorrow would dare 
tvide Its ¥oieef Mibdued; tmnMinf , end 0^ei^ 
come, I crept back to the sick l^ed of my bro- 
tbep« 

He died ; and I left this city of. my soul. 

1 know not whether I shall ever again breathe 

its. mx ; but its nrnnoiy ta n buttmp doiid^ 

sunset in die deep azure of the sky : it is liiat 
jfwto s agc in my Hfe sincemy fatfier's'deaih,* 
which my mteUectuad eye rests with emotion, 
pleasnniUe now, dilbough I dieii endurtwi 
poignant sorrow. > • . 

pa'ssefigcT "theft eafned tfie ffiMli^OTee * 
of my younger in'otber's death to my aaotber. 
Was crossed on the road 1^ one who came to 
- rnfimn me that the eldest also was na-mott* 
He was killed in an assault on Pistoia. - Thus 



Digitized by 



I 
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death quickly mowed down the ranks of our 
family ; and at last I have become a solitary 
scion of the stock * 

I returned home by very slow joumies, and 
tfi my waynite detained afoftaight ai PiBnigia* . 
When i arrived, Ims met by my mother at 
mr palace in l^msoe ; she burst into tears 
as she folded me in her arms, and. w«pt for 
some time, lamenting with bitter grief her sad 
losaes* i fikini^ed my ti^rs with hersy and alaa! 

1 isoon shed them alouc; douWy aii orphan 

through her death, I mouinad ovev tfaeian of 

4 

my family. Sa many losses, following swift 
oMupoD the other, atibunded me; nnA I psa^sed 
many months, as one who had wanden^d from 
the true path, mi had ;m> guide to set her 
right. I retreated to my castle, and tlie soIi« 
tilde, frightaied mef 1 returned to Ftorence y 
but the gaieties of that city only told me more 
plainly that I was ailoiie, since i sympathbed 
with none there.* But time has lieakd these 
^vounds, leaving only a tkige of metmehoty in 
my character which bad not belonged to it till 
now."" ' - ' . ♦ . . 
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CHAPTER XI. 

'I 

Capture Moute Catinu — Castrticcio irea* 
ehnrnuly made prwmer bjf Ratuerif Gc^ 
vernorof Lucca.'-^Delivered, and proclaimed 
Conml. r iV 

The motor passed awa^, and with tiiesulflMifr 

the toils of the soldier began. Castruccio left 
JLucca^ and joined the army of Ugucciaiie 
against the Florentines. He took leave of hid 
lady ; yet she nather tied the scarf ardttad 
him, nor bade him go and prosper. Floi^ 
was her natife town ; and love of their edli! ^ 
try was a characteristic of all Florentines^ 
Thens was in that citf an energy of spirit/ 
which paiiting tp expand itself, sought for q^w 
emotions, or exalted those that were before 
felti until each sentiment , became a pi^ttcnr. 
The FlorenUnes were patriots; there was not 
one among them, who would not have sacrif 
ficed wealth, life, and happiness, to the j^xo^ 
sperity of his native dty« Euthamsie '"Stifi' 
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brought up Hi the raidft of ^iiUic ffifictrntotit 
md of exprewoitt of public feeUog ; the army 
of the Florentines contained her beet frieiidt) 
4^ o om^ w iom of hex yoMrlb^ aU aix^oi^a^i 
whom she had esteemed and loved ; how then 
bi^i ktsr tover».gfi» aod pmper^ i^bin 
he went to destroy tliem : She would have been 
stiDi uabappyt could ^lMiv^«micipalBd 
the event of the campaigu. ' 

^Us,i?4stle of Monte Catiui j ^aad die Florcn- 

•lJiiii|,;#fi^ 0!r«f9 catttMteto A9k 

,&cuibie aiid discipuuc tUi^u:.. UP^P^i advarxed 

vever L^j^^iP brought into liie iield. Nor were 
>lie prcfteilkiai i^pMRMtio jwflKiM 

4^l|]^Jbeas3pai4^ a]ljbi&aU^ and awaited 

UHi^ was obliged to reti^ from^ tl^ camp : the 
'his eldest son Francesco ; but all looked up to 
tines advanced full of hope; and the Lucchese 
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tto k»g .iid Uoo#; in. the lN)g»ii»g ^ 

thjc cucoliat FtlBcesco wiis killed,, and Cas- 

bait,, when tliey i>iiw tbeiiF general fall : ioscanliy 

be gaUc^Mod CQ ike iraai of ^ line», he threw ofi 
hb cMUfiMT dNit might to d t alkigD i ih cd, 
«Mil|^ biddftog trumpets . found, ke led bfi 
troops to a fresh assault. Bis winy wm<iNwvn 
oat CM IImi fHoMf >mA ev^iy €ye ww Umed 

upwards lovvaixb tl^e caSll^ey which, situated 

'iBHH wii>« Caslmccio h^ seetv serrree m 

now engage in bi^tle* fiuiFFoufided 

.wiltb. a stea# eye^oithe dafiger, tawai^ .wbici^ 
Jbftiad ihttn; hb torimi «p^ aid Mwaiim 

^aw the cbsely set ranks of the enemy ; be^ iNk 
Jidd^aU tdus.mtb ODa-'f^moMB, mm feattiig 

^quicker Uian a look, and the trumpets sounded 

mhik hif.watid bw KWK i; bw^ipniii'iPMe 

exhilarated, his heart sweiied^**'-4»ars— tewrs of 

■bigh md unwtnohililbcBaw^ioii^ flM bifig^ 



% 



Digitized by Google 



CkXL) MAMIIMAv , ail 

Ji aobey his vcAse* Hw dmrk brown biur^ on 

.aiuidst a forest of hui^ulc juveUoa* He was 

thai {M£t tiiiie X^iav^ne urn^ which iiad 

At^fi |iAiL«^^||A raat rfiffftfltrfi tnwiflrrii thA r^ft^tlA * 

■ 

wbm lie Mtw Uirai f^ttw^-wiim he fijist 

" '^w ^^^^ ■ ■ T^^^PrT^^ 

iPiumph and extacjj mae aimoat to fi^azy the 
mtfiintihi -nnir li* 4haM. Ui»ifll£ fron 

hi^ hori€^ Uis troop folio vy^ Im example^ he 

-^iff^^^w^^* ^^^^v ^^^^^^^^ ^^^K* * ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ ^^^^^^^1^ ' ^^^^nT 

^i4l>ei;',tg JbUow bis sliy^,. *f Go ou ! they 
MBd^figa gD if'. Aiad-th^. bcoke .through »U 

iiia tmn#tflin a^rkfarilg|*|>*4 fn imiagda th^ir a arrant - 

Md: wefi-MBik in okm- airaj^ wiiN&og up tb(; 
The* victory wa^ due to him alone ; be, ever 
Gii^j>§b^^ luaim:r . i^om ihp walid of thf 
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custfe oF^Monte Gattni ; tvhtte, his tfaeek |iirifft 
with pain^ and ius Hmba trembling from iosft 
bf bloody it seemed dmoit as if 6wft 
would ^al the bk)ody conquest* The Floren- 
tines sustained irreparable lossi; their generafy 
ifae son of the Idng of Naples^ several of his re* 
I ationsy and mtoy members of the noblest fa- 
miliesni Fbre&ce, fe& Hie loss is cw^paored 
by tlie Florentine historians to the defeat of 
Canne; and maiijr J^em efaq^sed 'bef^ Flo^ 
rence could fill up the gap among her citizens 
tnade by die fiiroc of -that 

Such was the news that blanched poor £u- 
tfiiimsia's thoekk She had B|^t tife i^aiiod 
that had elapsed since the departum of Cas* 
truecto^Hi utter tolitttde. fifeir anidely, aiii 
ttiecombat of feelings which she experienced^ 
fe s ti 'e y c J all her peaee: sbe AMd-iidt giv# 
her prayers to either side ; or if, following the 
accustomed bent tif Iter inefiM^otfe, she wish* 
cd success to her townsmen^ the idea of Gas- 
Cmeeio dsfeatedi pertiaps kiHed, triaed^i^A 
thougHts 'to idottble bitterness. Yel^ when the 
i^oreatlftdi' ^v^mi^ mdoed defeated^' wMfti \M9* 
senger after messenger brought iataUig^iioe 
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(I'OQi her tenv^-suickea fheadaof thei^id loisscf 
thev bad susliiMiL vhtfi tbo Mmd' of Cti 

trui^cio the repeated with iear 

n^vOBTKM by tboM w|KW^(SiM(s^ leiid^ijF :kH'«U 

>^^fj[yj^dceU , the, ^ly rQ|]^|af her feelia^ i|^Ui;^^u^ 
wthiTinlniirn tn ili>BGGiiftoiQCid cbMiMUjndU 

bitte&ly cf{MP^|^chji|^ l^^t^^ 

Wjf?'?rfi,T^hf' .f^^f^^ f*"^ solemnly aj^ni 4^. 

libmitiJlf jnadfi ^yow^ saocufying it by 4KP apr 
{>e4 M^.^^v^bat .ab^ b^ sacred in ^b^vea- aa4 
«ipoii earthy— ^he«iade«.dee(» and traoNmilfiiis 

fM6s 1 -and theD^ soamdiat ^calmed' if» ^iaal) 

T^^llffh ftirgr g^«'«Qiu ing^ syWa wftitfyj for. tLa r^^ 

turn of Castruccio to Lucca, so to learn if he 
* fifMc overthro \v a iid^ ^^V*^ ^ ^'^^ Vlo^, 

Wit^Maluid Q^vedL t^ei^aaul to4ta vary dfspthi^ 

her horror was tempered ^itb tenderoessj ^b^a 
abe baard tbat Caitmocao. bad iMfliv*fanuaba 

wpunded to Lucca* , The gk>ry of thia 
y(i;4fCHf7iWaaattri^tfd4io^a..9^^ and^lbia 
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gxs^f tfMdIi a p pe awi a-Miam^^ &thMiMa, 

eiecked in feelings of confusion and^orrow* 
New for the^6r8t*tnheslie,Mtfliie struggle in 
ker soul, of incliaation waning ^irti dutjf 
^Ise 4SrBt tiittc she feaveci sAie eo^^ft vfetrt 
to love -Castruccio ; ehe thought of retreating 
to Flofence, and off -iAiiillRof 4Mm out^frMi--beir 
sigbt^ if possible from her tbemgbtft ; yet, as- 
riie mdlkated ^\Sy «lie ^ihougtift^she'lieafd the 
sofit ^nes of his melodieus voice acmuding i» 
lief earsy and she saiflr into gf4er and tears^ 

This pamfol -siz'uggle ceased nort, iinfeil sbe 
nm" him agahi ; and tben^ as before, paiti 
aod doubt vanished. His cfaeek ims "pale 
from the wnsequences of bis wound, and his 
p&non^ iMiviiig tfans lost hs mml dectsioti <rf 

Alien, was more intcicsting; but his eyes 

Aane, and tSiey beamd lUiiiPtlerable ie^e-ttpoti 

her. Truly did he look a hero ; for power 3a t 
oh his tfow, and netory sbemed toiniMimide 

itself a liome among the smiles of his lips. 
**=Triuniph, my sweet girl/' lie snM; '^Mmf 
laurels are spoils fur you. JN ay, turn not away 
ais if yott'Asdittned tbem; diey are "the aMS^ 
^ces of the peai;e that yon desire* Do not 
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of suspicion to darken your axumated couu-: 
p^ce aiid war; and sneed I say^ thai iuy tviM 
love aiid iioaoujr bm}g tkm nmi.md por^f; 

f9WiQf«iy^t&2/!. -Tiif ... , . 

. U|M»i 3uch words could ftiigUi ^Uit fiardoa 
Castruccio'b wound i»UgUt». Md ^sooa 

healed. iBut was M«r tadre ibmm^im* 

Qiereed inJib^poibliQld jiiaoa; llbrowing off tb^ 

^fir^ .lyguodoiie^ his fi^laoe v^as for 

em- open, roimvddd fiamtfi moA 'fiaU 

joined A 'v^4>f mllery aod Huer ybOBy f which^ 
iDtD anri tvdtter the fioul of itB ol^ect. His 

^eated through -Luicca,; aiad ^ ipersc^a 



HTM a mm formod to £ed m cveiy Mrve Uie 
agony of dwWott* • - 

fraoQMGo having been kiiled at the battle U 
Mmm CMW. Uinii iihn hill iin iiiii imi Bi 
mm aver was oaiy two- 

Kair foil AiMT a tnw^iaftHirol if Miipirilf irH • 

^tfawt ^ c eoii g e of fait fathtr, ho pmrnmsMtA 
a|i bia ciumuE^ aodi ambi t io n^ aa ibik^ camI* 
ami eom man ieceiu Ho had long lioeii 
a prataodar to-lho head of> the countOM of 
Valperga^with no hope e o e cpt that irith 

iiibich hu om vaMi^ iaif^ jt^whaa 
he .percei%*ed that Castruccio was bis favoured 
rivalf bo Iril ao if ho bod beeo nobbod^Cbiaio- 
beritance ; and the beautyi talents^ and glory of 
hia adfOHMtfy awio hkn Hale to ihodMpitho 
cup of envy. The consciouijness of power 

atone Ibr o widb loiindMd ite niaoiiwioiion , 

of his feelings* He soothed himself witli the 
idaa that CSoHmocio^a life waa hi Ida hmthi 
yet a lurking doubt prevented bim from putting 
inrth iioiiMiiili; ho dhond oB his onoBiVi oo 
a tiger who crouclies within j each of boa prey ; 
boi he.d«Pod iM ipihflg* Ho ¥WaiM gladljf 
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luive gat rid of bts^val by private assasftioa- 

. WW went toQ. well Bttended, to afiTord an oj^ 
* -pottmAtf for tncii a Mgiiwiii, BMq^i^tew 

was haw^ver but a small part the causeof 

Castruccio no longer disguised bis abbuncenQa 
iqC tin cmal^ UguoGMM^ m^m ttoMMft 
£ptr the cQwai^jf and art{ui p(dicy of hia ton^ 
wd a iMO'lur te ciMHilaf Ite^ 
^aaii^ perceive that he laboured day and oigtit 
.for the ovectbiMr of flMf FdggHiota foflnUf « 

An ar'^tffl^ hgotight fhiinn fiiiiiliriifB 

igite>aclioii; it waieidte to atlggipt to- diiww . 
tbo cau4e of A.cpianrdr,) at a period when civil 
broils were so^ocmhimA^ nofc cailf moong the^ 
Italians^ but«rbWid^iiiipik(alaof.t)i^fiwc^ 
and' English monarchs were often stained with, 
blood on 4bo moil trivial occaiionn* This a^ 
fray arose between the dependents of Ranieri 
and of muM^^fopdi » Caat r tio ci aaod- Ma cofthi 

panions joined in itj aad it ended in tlie rout 

and iifht itf Jag9MKibi%«M» an^of ^^dMvi; 

^as killed. Ranieri seized this opportunity to 
VOL.1. L 
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count of the haughty conduct and machinations 
of Castruccio. The truth had been sufficient 
to awaken the suspicions of a man, whose rule 
it was never to permit ah enemy to live ; but 
the colouring that Ranieri gave to the affair, 
made it appear as if open war had been de- 
clared between the parties at Lucca. Uguc- 
cione had bathed his hands that very winter in 
the best blood. of Pisa ; and he considered one 
life more as a small sacrifice towards the com- 
pletion of his security. His advice therefore 
was to act cautiously, but swiftly, and that the 
next messenger might bring intelligence of the 
death of his adversary. 

This direction filled Ranieri with unwonted 
joy ; it smoothed the wrinkles of his brow, and 
lighted up his eyes with ferocity : he would 
willingly have led forth his troops, and seized 
Castruccio in the midst of his partizans; but 
his deceitful disposition suggested to him a 
quieter, and as he imagined, a surer mode of 
proceeding. The enemies met at church; 
they disposed themselves on opposite sides of 
the aisle, — the followers of Castruccio viewed 
their opponents with a careless smile of con- 
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tempt^ whtdi wbb retinmed by n stiHen scowl ; 
while Ranieri ^mamfested an alternation of 
gaiety and QntaiAfms, wMch liis art could not 
eotifely conceal. High mass being over, Cas« 
truccio was about to retire, when Ranieri, 
quiCUQg bis attendants, walked across the aisle ; 
seeing his movement, the followers of Antelmi- 
ndh crowded about him; bat be bade them' 
fall backj and with a haughty step^ and a smile 
of ccHifcious 8uperioiit|rt he also advanced* 
towards his enemy ; they met midway, and the 
two parties/ their bands on their 8W(»rdi, watch^' 
ed every motion of their respective chiefs du- 
ring this unexpected parley. * Had obt Rani* 
eri's character for artihce been impressed oa 
every mind^ his appearance might now have' 
, lulled sui^picion ; — he smiled, and spoke with a 
toudy caietess voice ; and what was hidden' 
under this friendly outside seemed rather tinii- 
dity, than emnity : Castruccio fixed bis esigle- 
eje upon him ; but fear appeared to be the 
only feeding whidi hirked behind die frankness* 
*diat Ranieri wished to assume: nor did he 
shrink from the examination ; he spoke : 
^ Mes^er Castrucdo, metfainks you are much 
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a stranger to my councils and board. Do you 
suppose that my father forgets your services in 
his cause, or that he does not pray for an op- 
portunity of shewing his gratitude ? Evil re- 
ports, I own, have gone abroad to your disad- 
vantage, and your absence from my palace 
might give some colour to these ; but I am not 
a suspicious man, and trust tlie actions of my 
friends which speak in their favour, more rea- 
dily than the hearsay which traduces them. 
If any ill blood exists between us, and I am 
the cause of it, I freely ask your pardon for any 
offence I may have given you, and request| as 
the seal of our reconciliation, that you would 
honour with your presence a poor banquet I 
am to give to-night to the nobility of Lucca. 

Castruccio was somewhat astounded by this 
speech, wiiich was concluded by the offer of 
his hand from the speaker. Castruccio drew 
back, and replied ; My poor services, my 
lord, were offered to my country ; from her I 
hope for gratitude, from your father I neither 
deserve nor expect this meed. It were as well 
perhaps not to attempt to mix jarring elements ; 
butjj since j^ou ofl^r hospitaUty, I will freely ac- 

9 



Xtept it ; for; whatever cause of alienatioD may 
exigl WtWeen ^ art a' Iniigitt iiid' a:Mk 
^er , and I do b6t fear decdt/* 
^ Ooltnlcdo ifrit&ttew ; Wd liir <$ftitflfalty df 
revenge atooe could bai^ queUed the deadly 
anger of Ranieii at the haughty and ailpieitft- 
lious treatment that he had/received» 

Before tfie iMirfer llid 1IIUilE|«liei hfrf llriif>ed, 
Ca&truccio rode to the castb-of Valperga^ and 
delated tlie occurrence id Eutlianasta« 9h€ fia- 
^Mried altenttvdy, and then said; There m 
^6me deep plot in this; I know Neri della 
*74ggMiolai 'be i» at^ ODoe cowardly^ artftii, and 

cruel. Be on your guard; I- would intreat 
your follovi^ersj I do not tiek whl^t danger you 

^MijbMrt \m i ii t bi iiUMtMH #ik^ kut my <>th<r 

friendly overture thati may folto\V> ife only asnane 

m Mr 'glki t-1 rjai iipBii ImifM 

%ith ray frieitds;— *but I ha^'been a soldier of 

^iMurned to delieict' Wifcto.inorQ deep, and poiki- 
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« 

beware ; this moon which has just bent her 
. 'Jx)w among the clouds of sunset, will not be 
V ' two weeks old, when you may see this deep 
'Fchemer take his solitary way to Pisa, glad to 
escape from the vengeance that he so well 
i ^lerits." . - 

Castruccio attended the feast of Ranieri, ac- 
companied by count Fondi and Arrigo Gui- 
• nigi. He had expected to find the rest of his 

.friends and paitizans assembled there, since 
•they had all received invitations: but Ranieri 
rhad acted vvjth the utmost caution ; and, a very 
short time before the hour fixed for the ban- 

* quet, he had sent messages to the friends of 
rCastruccio, and under various pretexts, had, 
I unknown one to the other, employed them on 

, -different afikirs which he pretended to be of 
-the. greatest urgency. When therefore Cas- 
;truccio entered the banquetting hall, he found 

. only the officers of the German troop attached 
to the Faggiuola faction, some old men who 
liad. retired from public affairs, and a few 

• Guelph families who Ranieri supposed would 
-remain neuter on the present occasion. Cas- 
.truccio observed this, and felt that all was not 



* 



]%)ift; yetootteampoieiitdidtbeexpmsioQ 

of ills {>hysiogiiomy qbapge^ or his firank de« 

> meaaour betray any sign of susfmuoo* It was 
, not then the custom^ as in the more barbarous 

' aofuety of Fran€eand England, to attend peace* 
ful meetings as if armed for mortal combat; and 
Caatniccio was unarmed^ except with a small 
dagger, which as a matter of cauUon he con- 
cealed about his person. 

The repast was sua^>tuous; course sue* 
, ceeded course ; and the most delicate swebt- 
meate^^d richest wines invited the gjuests to a 
, proUingation of their pleasures^ • Castruccio 
' was both trum habit and principle abstemious, 
• and the quiet of the banquet was first inter- 

]9»p(ed by a sarcasm of Eankfri, as- he pom 
' to the quantity, of water which his guest min- 
ted- with bit wine. The latter . replied ; and 
his irony lA^as the more keen from the repute- 
tion^cawaidke and butury which hb enemy 
boce. Humeri grew pale t nd, ^Urnghisown 

> Q»p witb|mrt wine, he pneseated it to Castruo- 
eiob saying; " NaXi Messer^ before you de- 
P?^t^j^4i8b€a^oiir not xny pled^, but driqk tins 
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cup of generous Cyprus, to the overthrow of 
the enemies of Faggiuola." 
'^/These words were the signal agreed upon 
with his soldiei^ ; tliey suddenly entered, sur- 
rounded the other guests, and throwing them- 
selves upon Castruccio, endeavoured to secure 
him. Twice he threw them off : and once he 
had nearly drawn his stiletto from his bosom ; 
but he was overpowered and manacled with 
lieavy chains — yet, standing thus impotent, 
his eagle-glance seemed to wither the soul of 
Kanieri, who, unable to give voice to the irony 
with which he had intended to load his victim, 
gave orders that he should be carried to prison. 

Ranieri then addressed his guests, telling 
them, that the riotous behaviour of Castruccio 
the preceding week, and the murder of one of 
his servants, were the just causes of his impri- 
sonment. He bade them not 'feSr any danger 
to their own persons, unless they should rashly 
attempt to disturb the due course of justice. 
Arigo, with all the wannth of youth, would 
have replied with bitter reproaches ; but count 
Fondi, making him a signal of silence, and 



dejgmng oaly to cast on Ranieri a saiile of coa- 
tMpt, mkMbeA with the 'yoitth firotn tiie via- 
iated board. Ranieri invited his guests JUx 
eMMnm tfadnr fetlivityy biitiitirtiiiFT fb^weie 
mii&at and confounded ; one by on^ the Xtaiiaas 
wididrewy and Ranieri was left only mth his 
iifficera wbo were chiefly G&aoBm, and the 
niliaiiakT oXhe eraiiif^^fvis^lMtt mrikitk 
tnaperate cajcjiaeat the lKittl% .wl»Gh4fa# 
liiil i ni i 4nU in vfioinder and contempt. Ra* 
jueh .did' notiwiih- to dsowB the • voiee oi his 
eonscMce, for that was bis aervanty and not 
hM^mon itof ;^ ^biit^hbcowaniapiiitdiile^^f^^ 
' be r^ecUKi on hit critical situation, and the 
MMiihiiiiiiiiaiailMiMii MiiffliiinHii iiriftiiaiii' 
wifieitidpired him with boldness ^ and a riotoua 
airtcteded^ead c»»ii»ii^ illsspesi'dagr* 
( feelings <^ouid be ia more perfe^ con^ 
Wiit^me to ehei^eAeiv 'I1m» tfuMe «ritk*iriMi 
llie jailer and bm prisaner hailed the monui^ 
ef^ tfie -^tmAng day. Oeiiniecib .had alept 
aoundly ^ -thepftvemeni of his dungeon ; eady' 
lixHi^h his limbs were weighed down by c h a in s, 
hie spirit was ligbtaad lranqaU> he tnuMd to 
Me ftiends, and he tnisled tp the iodmate pex^ 

ls5 
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. s^i^^sion he felt, that his star was not to stoop 
^^^fore that of the cowardly and treacherous 
Ranieri. Looking at the clouds as they passed 
swiftly across the sun borne along by an irre- 
sistible wind, he chaunted a troubadour song 
of victory. .. . . . . 

. Ranieri awoke with those feelings of listless 
depression that succeed to drunkenness ; the 
idea that Castruccio was his prisoner struck 
him with affright ; and now, repenting that he 
had taken so decided a measure, he sent for his 
favourite attendant, and bade him go and re- 
cooDoitre the town, and endeavour to discover 
the opinions and temper of the citizens. During 
the absence of this man he was several times 
on the point of sending an order for the instan- 
taneous death of his prisoner ; but his heart 
failed him : he felt tliat he might be disobeyed, 
and that the mandate of death might be the 
signal for the deliverance of Castruccio. Thus 
he waited, irresolutely, but impatiently, till 
circumstances should decide the course he wat 
to pursue. .4 .v.rf/»V^ * 

1. The report of his messenger was ill calcu- 
lated to allay his apprehensions. Knots of ci* 

* I • • ' 



% 



tSzens stood in the streets and market-'place^, 
who, with seriottft mieo and angry fervour> , 
talked over the oecurrence of the preceding, 
eren)!]^ Some friend of Castruodo was at, 
the head of each of these, who incited the peo-, 
pie tCh^tiomp and, lidictiUag the cowardice^ , 
and reprobating the, treachery and cruelty of 
Raoieri, awakened io every heart love and re^ 
verence for Casti uccio, by the well deserved 
praises that he bestowed upon him. The word 
Liberty seemed to be creeping among them 
and warmii^ every soul, while it struck a blight 
upon tiie sensations of Ranieri : he dared not 
act^ but sent a messenger to his fotber at Pisa^ 
recounting what he had done, and desiring his 
assistanoe in ibe acoompUshment of bis rer 

A few weeks before, lygucdone had caused 
B o oco nt i and bi§ son* two Pisan nobles^ much 
loved and esteemed in that town, to be put to 
death : be had be&n coomutted flagrant in* 
justices and legal murders ip that city, and to 
tfiise t|ie pieople had submitted : bpt Bonconti 
ifipi a man of understanding and courage ; the 

* KsfMV had looked upto bini^as the instrument 
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of 'their deH^'erahce^ from the tyrant ; by his 
death this task seenied to devoWe into their 
• own hands, and their sullen looks and whisper- , 

ed discontents shewed plainly that they were 
{^bout to right themselves. Uguccione sat un- 
steadily on his seat of power ; and his uneasi* 
ness, as is often the case in minds untamed by 
humanity, begot in him a hasty courage, and 
fier^JC rashness, that resolved not to yield to 
any obstacle ; he was a stag at bay, and the 
Pisans stood about him watching some weak 
side on which they might commence their at- 
tack. ^ • 

At this moment the messenger of Ranieri 
arrived, relating the seizure of Castruccio, and 
the fears 'of the governor^ ^*Fool!'' cried 
Uguccione, " does he not know that the mem- 
bers walk riot' without the head ? *^ 

So, without giving one moment to reflection, 
h^* lias tfly 'called his faithful troop together, 
consisting of about four hundred men, and, 
leaving Pi^a, ^hastfened sit full gallop towards 
Lucca. The Pisans dared not trust their good 
forume, wlfeh ' they saw^^hw and his 

adherents voluntarily desert their post, and de- 
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Obkwt^- vikLfik^A^ teg 

HlNK* a bioodlesy«<5tory .i«to thdrhanda; be- 
flm* IJgucisMe'4lMl HMdwd ^ wtmikiit of 

. ; ^aiM - i Jhmn jmkf Itmea mm ponno, 

* 

iImi Lij U fl i l ii iti. ii fc i' ti trtli 'ti i l l ii i rt' f itf^ ^^^ >iu!ib 
ia lte*lawiri tiie multitude at^sailed the house 
ctf>IJgucdiiii1'*dhi»rf<li»lwoiw<i^^ ; tlur 
ml 4ed ; • and tbe^ cnywrd^*. oow somewhat ap«. 
iliMMj iwidliililtri 1 in HoHitimi^illi lliaii tlritf. 
ar mancrf^ uaderateuiiifig ^aiid'valMf , who mi^ht 

endeavoured to ehaffge Aiefnii tial^fniulti tude. 
Il wap laaa; .firm barrkra thiviwo acraaa dlift 

streets impeded ihe howes, arid the'tytant was 

Tbcy deroandedCastruccto j and hewas brought 

t knocked ofi| and^ mounting a charger 
taaughk ItyHriiN^tf JM^Mt, Ma foanadea 

carried aa a trophy before him^ he w as led in 
ttlwqli^ tta iMaoti Har'people afauoat 
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woi'sfaipiied him at lie paaosd, and the dir iwg 

with acclamations io bis iisivottr; a ciowd of 
bis adheranlSy wdl aimed, ckislsfed about bti% 
proud of their victc^y, ^d proud of the chief 
whom they bad delivered^ His chatm were 
affixed to the tower of his palace, in coaune? 
moratjon of this 8u4dfi n change of ^ rlune, 
Uguccione fled;*-he did not wait to be ex- 
pelled by the furious populace; the news reach- 
ed hmi of the revolt of Pisai Mid it struck bim 
with a panic ; he was accompaDied b; Ranieri; 
andf quitliog Lugg^ by the nortfieiii gfHe, ih^' 
hastened across the mounta^ to Lombardy^ 
and in one day fidl iiom tbe rank of'powetful 
chieftains, to be soldiers of fortune at the hire 
of the first prince who migt4 iieqture thw m^. 
vices. . ' I 

Castruccb and bis adheiwts assembled m . 
his palace to dehberajte on tb&govemmentUiHr.; 
should choose ; ibe nudlitude asseoibied rouad; * 
and demanded to behold their beloved (b^B^r-' 
Castniccio shewed himself at the balcopy, and; 
was saluted with one, cry, a% Loi|i of Lucci^. 
and captain of the war against the Florentines; 

htsmeodsJoioadiDtfaeaod^ b«/??»r. 



Dig'itized by 



. * 



t:k.XI.] VALPERGA. l53l 

truccio, who never allowed a momentary en- 
thusiasm to obliterate the plan of conduct that 
he had marked out for himself, made a sign for 
silence, which was obeyed. He then addressed 
the people, and, thanking them for their love 
and services, declared that he could not alone 
support the government of his town, and, after 
many modest observations, requested a com- 
panion in the weighty task. The people ac- 
ceded to his wishes, and the Gavaliere Pagano 
Quartezzano was named as the sharer of his . 
dignities and power under the appellation of . 
consul. 1H 
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ill Mwwiifari in y i<w<l' Sntha> 

Hasia knew of the unprisoument of Castmccio 

acquainted with the cnvel policy of the Fag- ^ 

ferocity of Kaiiieri, hei fears were wound up ^ 
to an agomang height : more uobi^fiKif^ than 1 

the prisoner himself, she slept not^ nor did sh^J 
seek sleep; but her thoughts wm boat ^lll^S 
consideration of whether she were able in any ' 
mafioer to assist her friend* Sbe Molved al 
least to enjploy all die influence her 
sions and connexions gave htatf to 
hand of the murderer. 

£ariy in the morning young Guinigi arrive 
at the castle. If i\rrigo admired C^struccio, 
he adored £utbanasi«; her sex aiid beauty 
might well have a powerful eff^i on his yi 




&d heart/ aiMi her ^tiiplicity and. {a;u^ were 

HH^I^I^^HIlliBI^^MllMKttBii^^ ib^B^^ifli^SmitlflNV'^ilHii^ 'lUBBK^P^H^HP^lHjMBMill 

but acti?e ufiderstamding^ diim the iMve stu^ 

aDd beavy eyi^ iudicated the aiudou» thougbls 
tint bntl httri ftiid ▲rrlgo Imlndl to trail* 
^|uiilize them. Fear not" he said^ he duill 
aot^ fae «HMMk:dM» ttb ttwidt wiitli over 
Um; and Raaieii hat by this time learoed, 
tetlK it ncm a-priteocr anong the gtrndb 
ia kifl palace, diaa Castrucdo obamed m im 

. .Us tbsD delaikd the jplaos ef the Ghibehoe 
prfty farr the difipiian t tj^ <rf ilwir eMaf; aodi 

Lucca* 

^ EotbaBatta pcMed* an^aianotis day* She ^ 
mmm-mLmm^^'i£ oniijfiiaif lui BAMed aAfiTift whoiA 
thoughts descended not to the icafan ef'velitary 
— ^ tot 'wfaaa laiMiiely eBjiy ri iii^iho 
iraaginaiioir of ereoti |Mtiiog'bi»t> a few mifetl 
iiMHiU''' ii wmm wmmiAfmk*4»jf but tuai 
k&»:.;ifei: :tbe libeccio had veiled the: ble^ 
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. down the atmosphere, that unmcyred by any 
braam appeared eveabyJta wttj^lo^eiMKiodmr 
the flowers, and to destroy all elasticity either 
io vegetable or aDimal life. Pocmt JBathanasia 
walked restlessly, on the plot of ground before 
the gate of her caeife; and her .langtud ejm» 
bent towaid^ Lucca, were able to discern ob- 
jeoli Afiur ofl^'abiBirpebed aa.theur ngbt wim bf 
love and fear. In the afternoon she saw a 
band of soMierB ride aloog the road.beMsdi 
the rock on wliich her castle wa^ built| dusec^ 
ing their course towards the northed mmsw 
tains. . She thought that she could disUngiAsb 
the ttijoputh figure of U g ucctate iis the taMirt 
among the hocsemeo who lfld:tfae troop^whik 

. ID Ae.iwr ihe^fik iiwe-dMil she b^Wd'lhe 
form of Ranieri. i 
' Her* heart wmuBow reeved from mmy of 
ks fewcjfii sbe.watched with greater- caiin^ 
neia the fading hues of sunset, and the moon, 
aowbut a dajF older than when CasUvcoiojiad 
foretold tlie overthrow of the tyrant She had 

a fiivoorile letieat near: a spring Ihat-Mned 

6^Qm the rock behind her castle. The mom* 
. tain was alaoit perpendkiilar fiNni wUob it 
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guriied; but « nuje fligbt of steps bad biMEi cot^ 

' by which she ascended to it through a postern. 
' Tfae 8]priDg rose from a rift above^ and feU first 
' 00 a narrow rocky platform about seventy steps 
above the castle. EutbanaMa had caused a 
.basin to be scooped here for the receptipn of 
tfae water, and had covered it with a light per* 
;UCQ, supported by fluted columns of the £tru»* 
can order made of the finest marble ; a few 
vmossy se^ts surrounded the fountain*. Tbe 
' .rock shaded her as she sat^ on whose stony 
face grew not^iing but heatbi and s^h shfubs 
as seem to find nutriment and growth in stone 
iti^i tmt the top was crowned l>y ilex trees 
-and stuiited myrtle underwood. Thither she 
Mw. retired^ and watcb^ the eotniflg D^^ht; 
' when suddenly she tliought she heard a rustlii^ 
above hart and a soudl bundb^of myrtle feU 
her lap; she looked up; and| gaavig earnestlyi 
perceived Castrucctd, widi one haad grasping 
a myrtle shrub, leaning from the summit of 
the precipice*- ' 
. " Euthanasia I — Victory ! " he cried. 
Victory and security r she i«pealed ffilh 
a deep sigh of joy. ; \ . ' 
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tiii*' And glory, and all the blessings of Bea- 
ten ! " he replied. She answered, but he was 
fer above, and could scarcely hear the words 
she spoke ; he threw another sprig of myrtle, 
•mid said, " To-morrow ! " and retreated. She 
■continued to look upwards to the spot where 
ixe had leaned ; the rustling of the leaves was 
still — the myrtles that had bent as he leaned 
upon them, slowly upraised themselves — yet 
•still she thought that she heard his voice, until 
the murmuring of the near stream recalled her 
to herself, and told her how moveless every 
thing else was. 

•'''J And now Euthanasia was happy — ^too Imp- 
; and fast-falling and many tears alone re- 
lieved her full heart. She w^s happy in the 
Its^iMfide bf the safety and triumph of her 
•friend; but it was his love fhat touched her 
heart, and made her thrill with delight. What 
's^weeter meed is there in life, than the appro- 
1>atteH^tid sindere friendship of those whom 
we approve and admire f But to be loved by 
such a one ; to feel the deep sympathy of united 
aftections, the delicious consciousness of being 
loved by one whom al! the World^approves, by 



, ,,i ..... iita 



^m^^* ^x&^ljkj^ ^^iji'^i^tt^^^^vi ^^^8^ ^ ^ijuji^ ^iw^dM^ic^i^^^ 

esteem aa Qblivioo ot self^ and l^erpic 
ficQ of t p e r so n al felicity fixr. the piitdie causey 
touches a chords— o|>eas a A{Mi%r ieelii^ 
iMrUch those have never kopwn^ wbcMie^hearta 
have fiot l^eea wanped. bj public letiiags or 
who hatpe not coteied' with intoreit kto tha 
hoipes and fefurs of a tmid t<nig|^^^forlU^ 
The human soul disdains all mtrunt, and ever 
seeks to aaingle with nature itaeU,4Mr witluk kw* 
dred minds; to hope and fear for oneself a1on# 
ofl6Q narrows thq heart and understand^qg ^ 1^ 
if we are animated by these feelings in uiiisou 

with a mukitude^ ))ouiifi by thie saooe cii^ni:^^ 

and the bame perik^ bach pai ticip^Uv!'^ o( 

ti^umiibor lanrow 6i^ts.aa4beau|ifie^^^vei]F* 

emotion. • . - • - 

_.Y«t. triumph is 9k feeling whi^h 0H^reiii|9^ 
the huQpQ heart i and. that strangely faf Ironed 
initnuDeat aeem^ mope adapted fer ajoflefii^ 

enjoyment; itis rather a passive^ than 
fCtivQ pfiociide ; abundant joy fiiUs it with mei 
lacn^ly, but it can extract p^e^^^^^^ th^ 
depth8;Of4espar* Euthanasia was^ciTerppvifeiw 
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^^^JcT^er hopes, ati agitation and unquiet repining, 
whicixj though it were indeed only the rebei*' 

lion of the heart against peace, seemed to her 

4 

in after times ai» the foreboding of the unlooked 
for catastrophe to so much happiness. ' 

The fWowing efeniog.Castruccio again vi* 
sited her, and restored her to cahn. He sat at 
her feet, and fixing on her bis dark eyesirelaled 
the circumstances of his imprisonment and ii* 
bera^. ^ Did you not wonder,^ said he, 

at your eagle's viiit yesternight r I would in- 
deed that i had been one^so diat icouM have' 
Cftst myself at your feet, instead of the silly 
myrde that I threw ! Yeatnr eivenhsg, after tile 
business of the day, I went to the castle of 
Mordecaateffij^ wfatd* ta on this nine tnountain,' 
not &r from the Fairy's Fountain and the cy« 
under wUch as chtldren we often aat"^ 
winch we visited a few weeks ago, clambering^ 
to it 6om the natey. When I left his ensile, 
I passed by that spot; and, pausing there, I 
thought tiiat perhaps I conlcl not cfdy attinr 
tlie summit of the rock that overlooks your" 
fbuntaiiny but in some wqr get down to sNf 
cove itself^ and thus siu-prize your retreat, I' 
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wmi <fiiippoittlbd ; -tte pracqpiM u too Mf^ 

ftbaire;*— but as I looked down^ I caught a 
gItDce of your robe^ tnd was fepud tor mi 

toU| in being able to communicate to you the 

MW9'of mjT'MocMs* And' 0011% dewcst gt&f 

b5 -happy, and smile contentedly on me ; foi^ ' 
now tet I faa«4 weatcomi my domestic eDe^ 
mies, and have supreme power in this hive of 
MiVy' jwi shftB {foect me^ tnd tbere ahaB be 
the peace that you love, and the concoftf yod 
•o muoh desife betwiaen m and the proud re^ 
pubhcans, your friends/* * 

Biilba&Ma mniMy uid saidi Well niay h 
please one so nearly useless as I am, that I can 
flftfia the Uvea of some of mj Mtow-dttdsM. 
Do you not koow, dearest Castruccio, tliat 
when yoo draw-jmir sword againat the RoitiW 
Uae&f it is always wetted with the blood of my * 
bailftMadif Lofi^ ]f«Ni indeed i lAwafi miM ; 
but I know, for I have studied my own hearty 
Ibat H-'wmM net untie ttsMf to ybttra, if^ in^ 

* 

9lead^Qf these thoughts of peace and concord, 
yon mwa tO'sewsnMi^ar ana coDi}tte>t«^ 

You measure your love ia nice scales/' 
lapHed CaMttiocio/ lapioachftiUy ; turely, if 



640 y^UfmOiA^ ICh^AiX* 

it w decpr w.nnoey it;«mikl 4ie nikMl 

Ln^one own liiwv ^ oot ty. ouiiAwd 

not be widi me 1 heve beeio hsoi- ift a^^eily 
(Uttrected by daioeaua faoUoo^ nod wMb^ 
when it obtains a moment <tf pea^an it3 own 

wars. A hi^^rad and fear of \vajr is therefora^ 

a stiwg an4 niliqgxpii^^^^ ^ au^iteiiti- bat 

other feelings uiingle with these in my. zeal for 

your concord mtb my feUavt^wnsoMiib £kH 

reace is iny native ci^ ^ its citizens ai^e bound 

tame by ^ ^ qI c^mx^g^^^ 
.slap • the fainilieg of t)ie ]Pa^i^,tUe Donatio. tbe 
Spioi, and otber not^ea plebfiln Ftrwiaeiineiv 
against whom. you fi^t wlien you yvaf with 
tlm, each^cppNinB-indindiiala wiiap^I. Iwe 
and honour. X j^m\^ .be, a tr^tor to the bert 
feelings of bumpa oailMV^ and .a lebiL.lQ my 
CounHry^ if I al^ed.myself to its ^iny : tbmk 
yoa that I\9bo haiwycHOid in the soqialiMeW 
iag3 of. d]#: .w^ ai a cbiid was 

eawssed by tbcm^ and as a womaa loffed^ who 

have imx^pm^ ^iiimii ^mmffli^wAJmm 
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nonnandiMMeg tfaowrat tbetr>&iMrab,**i»wbea 

tty own. beiove4 father was attended to 
grave by these men wbem you call yeur. ene* 
flgoesy and my owa bitter sorrowa assuaged by 
Ifae sympathy of dteif daughters, thiiilr you^ 
that thus linked by every .social tie^ having 
prayed, Mid i^oed, and wept wids thenit 
that I could say to you, * Go, prosper!' when 
you slioidd go to destroy them ? Dearest Cas^ 
truccio^ united to you^ suck.an ev^ were 
^o ensue, in that moment I must die, or Uve a 
death in life." 

Castruccio replied only by fresh assurances 
of his earnest desire ibr peacei and kissed- fiMMs 
tiie brow of Euthanasia the cloud that for a 
fll^oment bad gathered tberes 

It had been a strange task to unveil the heart 

of AatehoiDeUi, and to disontangte tbe .co«tra- 

dictory feelings that influenced him at that 0M>^ 
ment. There can be no doubt that he never 
forgot bis designs for the aggrandizement of his 
native city ; aad he bad seen too muebof^osurt^ 
and felt too strongly his own superiority to the 
nan about bii% to allow os to supposa^dMt bo 
entertained the idea of establiM>ing a km 

you I. u 



Digrtized by Google 



p ulft f f' 4btW| taoA MbniiMbig fait MliflH wmI 

ii^ntions to be controled by the people. It 
iiad kiog iMo bift eoMB^ dMro -to r^iM wd 

reinstate tbe foUea Ghibeiine party in T^iUicft^ 
ny ; aadtbttf-vntt'iiottd te aecanupMi^apstm 
hj the iiuuiiiiation of the Floreatinesi.yet sti 
tkim liflia his wliole policy ivat tniployed 14 
coflcluding a ])eace witli tticm^ — apeace^whidi 
MMTMfiod the foUowing April, and pMCiwnjj 
&ir thxm yea». Th^se tla^e y«ar& itc i« um 

tion of the surrounding country, and^ lattoiiy^ 
Mi .|iMpintiiba for<l;he mcmi&if w«r Jk» jifier- 
murdft carried on agaiiuit FloMUce. l^re^ 
A)ieiM .prafewtmtkNu to Butfaanisia te be cqki^ 
flidered a& wholly dect^itfui i ilia fmnir Goufiter 
mmce and nnembamiMod voiee ferbade that 
ideai6r&4aQnM»at to cro&» her imi^uiaitoa: 
may perhaps form this conclusion ;^that he 
nmfouod itfor hisinloreat to cooclude a pnoa 
with Florence ; and he made the sincerity of his 
AteMDt.iMict)fiieiead.ili ^Kiknir i/sk JbiSuaeatifaMflet 
Amt the future. . 

t A fNka^ ym&r. ««at jpeni i* Ibe: nirftngo 

•oient -of tUe lieiity. JCuibaua^ia paa^d all 
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tim ttk )KrMiid#f'#i4^1»efairtMiftirai 

migBm cbstiu^bed the ftupciawes of lGe|inittfr 
eio; who in tretdng- fd rpeace <M' Aol Ml 
lb lufkke it mtom deairaMa la hig ^Bsmm, J^jp 
M&zibg tvery opportunity to defeat tbeir^foiceii^ 
moA ^jf tliair comta!^§ oor <%l tiM 

knowledge of the pain which tlie&e opeditiona 

HCUvity, Eutiianasia loved Castruccio; but 

h^f judgamenk {MDtmtingi and slie mi* 

«o accuAtQiped to meditate oii Che evetitd and 
ft(0iillfi of «Msb4ay9 thal^daimg du&iiMy«iMi 
vs^ part penetrated tfie obaract^r of beF lover* 
ttia was IbnMi lor victory 4iid> <lai|iig> ralbcp 
Alau for fnaguauiu^ty : h^ ^vas swift of dcttiign 
a»i ateady in exaewtioo ; b<M) valiiai^ yat geg^ 
tie qf o) v^ner ; his wit was keen \ bi* paoetra- 
Ifamioto tfaa di a|Wiii i 0Pt of Biep i nnlomaii aa u a ; 
iffK^ he^poftsessad idso^ aa by in^iocty tbafaaul^' 
of adapting himself to erayy €baraetef^ and of 
aoqukiipg the love of aU arougd bim; man at- 
#aya lote lima who iaad tliem MccMafully 
thcough danger. He i^tat^tamparata in hia ba«- 
Uia; afdi lofafoinianytbougb Ilia starter were 
arda^ii and avaa raab, thai^afiugblboparcaiv^ 



III WW! UBiiiu « mefw ot cimiioi^ a jnoboiiob ot 
OttDd, which never permitted him to be carried 
beyond the dictato of prudence, andra eagle^ 

eye which caused him swiftly U> distioguiak 
danger fWrn nxipracticaMity • He tnid tfaa 
most perilous acchvitiesy buthis £bot was sane 
She that of the chamok ; and he oo«M Aeoera 
from a£ar where the path was broken, and 
would check himself in the most headlong 
course* ^11 this was wdl; but, underneath 
a frankness of behaviour, and an apparent no- 
Ueoess of naUire^.tbere was the craft of agnj'* 
haired courtier^ and even at times the criiiAy 
of a. fidUng tyiant. Rithanasia saw nol -aU 

at at times a glaiice, a tone seeincd to 

\ ier, Lhut made her bhudder in the very depths. 
*^of her .iiatiOT: .yel; thia Sftnsatw^ piM 

away/ and sbe^ pi QiBpt^to forget evil ia Qiiiexs, 

Hin^ y^ar might be. called the hapfuebt of 
her 6^9.;, it .waa^Aat wUch fiist schooM 
her to the pwk, and anguish which were afier^ 
wards her portieo. "{tie flowcir of km can 
. oever exist without its tbornQn . iShe loved, and 
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M'as bdoved : — her eyes beamed with a quicker 
ftw; «Bd her wbote aoul, perfectly abfi^ seemed 
to feel with a vividness and truth she had never 
experieneed. Nittufe was iifvested for 
her with new appearances ^ and there Vf3& a 
befttttyy a soul^ in the hreefleof eveoingy tfie 
starry sky, and uprising sun^ which filled her 
witii emotioiis she had nev« before so vi» 
vidiy felt* Love seemed to have made her heai t 
its chosen temple; and be Knked aU4ta beatings 
to that universal beauty which is his mother 
and Ins nurse. 

. There are feehngs^ which overpower tfie hu- 
man soul, and often render it morbid and weak^ 
if virtuous action does not give dignity lo reve- 
rie. Euthanasia had many occupations, and 
amMg* the gkiriMs and ddigbtftil one 
of rendering her numerous dependents ha}^y«' 
The cbttages and viBages emr whidi she pi^ 
sided^ were filled by a cratented peasa0try, 
i4rfao adored their cotmtess, «d knew her 
power only by the benefits she conferred on 
tbeb. Gastrucdo often accompanied ber in 
iicr visits to these ; and he^ accustomed as he 
was to count men as the mimerab of anoibtary 



|dr Uie «i€ii^ her lUi^ii^y w^^^ of 4^Bll^yM3|( 



Wklpdi jpHit then, coilectmg herself, jaiV; 

aouMyi WImaI fint inherited my. 
i^oii)^'^ WW^9 \ much coaaid^atiffl ^ 
l)ui iMQr^fMilHmi BOt of ^wrnmg a separaie 
republic of my poor villages, b^t of .iof^rpo- 

^oub(iqss lords ol V.-aii^ga will om ^fif^ 
bt ^Uged to doi ^th «o<neiieigbbourbg and 
j^wei,iul xepubu% ; My uaciuuOiGfis Ijgd. 
mjeelf to Florence ; bpt^cKitApCflp 
of l^hati .^t^t aAd tbe^ iouuediate vkinity of 

pic^flf^ V^lperga ouut 4^e day fall ipta tbe. 
hands of the XiUc chesa ; but, if 1 had at any 
tjwe.ittftfk an alljaa^a with tbem, i fil^ouid 
have de^it>yed' the .pimeot happiness of my 
pe^pta^. there would have be^n war 
o^tvoBi inaloidaf coQ€Oid and |iteptiy^ party 
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agitaiaoia and beavy taxes. TbU| thmttf 
Bhwt hm\my mwemm fat oiy tymaoy ^ htttyWhifc 

ihe alUasioa beuirecn you wii the i'ioieimneft 

^^^^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^■♦^^i™ V^^v^vv wfavV^MI^h^W ^^^^F ^i^^iWI^^^^^^*^^^' 

kafi|iy a& V aipergay believe me, I wiU ih^ laugi^ 

fciujpie siucerity of Euthanasia | b^ uiuierstoud 

t>lgecuoai in a quenticxi of iat0«ftt; but the 

that which would 4U0&t cooduce to the fuliil- 
aMMlQf Mtpro|ect9| wtUnm tlM «f lfti» fMit 
•or evtt wbiclt aiecied otbait« Ytt tbi& 
ni^vl «iln 'i» lit o«ii irtMi by « of 
4MtleiiesA aAdibrlMraQC% wbtch aveatia tbia 
«9e«f tlifri>«rld) oflm Ms Hie {dac^i iiWI 
saiiMs tbe forai of virtue* ' ' 

now Euthanasia was busy in pmpering 
6x a couit^ which abe bad datanaiaed lo bold, 
mhen paaee should ba ratified between thfe 
contettding powaia of Tuaoaoy; and Caairuo- 
IbbBcf her employed in the, for her, tin* 
wootad tpitef of tbe anaiigfNMiil of iUkiy jewaia^ 
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and tapestry. She said ; You know tliat 

the depeDdeQU of Valpeqga aie Ughtly taxed; 

and the litde inooey that enters my coSers is 
chiefly expended in the succour of Uidr own 
necessities : yet of that little I have reserved a 
sum for periods of sickness, scarcttgr^ or aisjr 
luoiQ agreeable occasion that may call for it* 
A part of this will be expended on the passent 
solemnity. JNor do I tlirnk that i hurt my good 
people by such an extravagaaee : their joy on 
this occasion vi'ill be far greater than mine^ 
tbetr pride and love of pkasune mil fae gnati*' 
fied } for in arranging the aaiusements of mjf 
court the country people will have a fuUfibafe; 
and^ if engage the attenuon of Borsiere, 
Giiarmp and. other jdy^tiioguishtd Ikmmi. di • 
Cortep the buffoons, juggter^ ,aAd daaon^, 
wll spread glee among. tte VilIagm*'' . 

The>castle waa.full^. tfaai) usual of depeor 
dents and workmenr and itscloister*likealeoce 
was eadMwg^ ibr the, im^a of. the hammier, 
and the voices of Italians, ever louder thaii 
.need isn . jtuitl^aoasia witne,s^ tlieir eagerness 
witli pleasure ; and her undisguised sympathy 
in tbair feelings made her- adored by her sei* 
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vaats ami dependeats. She had now about 
' Imt Hf«nl of die daughlm c€ Jot ri^^ 
jectSy who assisted in the arrangement of her 
cMkt I mod llKf« gathcsred m hall 
men who had grown grey on her estate, who 
remeariMMl Ibe ditedftil betde of Mome 
Aperto^ the fiem of Manfred, and the death of 
ibe Itet aalbrtm iatft dMsondabi of Anrieric- 
Barberoisa. Tbeie recounted tl^e feats and 
duogM ef Aeir jwidi to their dBeMMhipl% 
unUiy so strange are the feelings of (Mur nature^ 
ym, peril end f nia teew^d j oy s to he m mt t d , 
not penk to be eschewed* 

Among the ettBnikiiie whom e ei eemlMrfly 
waited on lier person, was a man who, kwk 
hi»iliinh>itwp ttetui^eiid stmoge ittm, mighi 
have been takea 6x 4he buflboo or dwarl ai^ 
enmnww ei the cDUfle ef prufeeeia^otedqn^' 
bad not the meiancholy of his looks ^arMdea 
thai iappeiMon. Yet he hed eone oTihe 
^uiegiea of tbe ticenwd fooii^ bx he mingled in 
the eaofeMtlien of hie ek^Mrion, ebU hie fe» 
nierks, geoecallj pithy^ -wese »<iinelimee biUer 
aodeetirieels yet i irie e d ih^r if e r f m eie copK>' 
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poaly ghai:attiejdz€d by a wild and ixMg^naliv« 
Oiieiiiittty^dMii by wit; Mjl» tf thgy iowciiniM 
TOade odiers laugbt be never smiled. Tfa« 
pkjrfiil and mUf ^sfMydon <tf CMtraoeb 
would often make bim eatier into coDvcsGiiauoii 
iKUb, and reply to, aifid try drMr «MI tfait 
strange beingi who was no io^A mxcom^aaaikUi 

Qi whkk Ibere a hw native spffrimiwiiia 
I taly , gffMRiUy oattcd Attwiiis ^ 'Ua tinmitoaiaii 
YtM «£a.oi«Iky £aimm^ his hair wlMe, ;wd hi^ 
iMf ¥rfaila<egFelaebei hmriif aiiadad hit Isfhl vt4 
. eyes : be was brief of statom^ and as>«lwder 
as he was short; the spfuic a s of hifs featiues, 
aod;lh0 rwodoesa aad flnohU^y q£ hia hnhs^ 
manifested his want of strength ; his miid^ but 
ahwat qaeaai agtia a iihyriogBOPy JoeliigFid-lbfr 
yant of judgment^ couiage^ aiid all the more 
mioly JWtuaaM His^ianid tanMad to oMwaaafa 

I^^Jl^^^ejgbler spaik oi aniiual life^ had itnpt been 
andaamod by an kna^ation of nhbfa ba hwlly 
appaated €Oi;^ou3 hiinself, but which raised 
Uoi.abMaaaaB9r of «be bcstii and rough fm^ 
saate.wha deopi^d him. SometiiMa Castruc^ 
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cb iaoglted at SiiChaMsm Air keeping this 
strange creature about h«i> but she defeiKkd 
hmmiff saying : 

• ^ Indeed^ my lord, you must shew no di&Y 
wmpmi towank tbia Knrant of mine, and tt\Af 
you wiU be little uicluied to do iO| when i im^ 
sumaitd up all fait good quaiides. First, he 
has by hearty ready to quote oa any suitable oc^ 
Gtiiim, wery prophecy that has been made 

siace the time of AdaiUi and knows all the vul* 
gar expotitiofia of the sacred texts. Then he 
k an adapt ia the knowledge of sacied trees^ 
fooiltaiQSy and stones, the flight of birds, lucky 
and unlucky days; lie lias an extensive ec« 
quaintance iirith witches, astiologeis, sorcerers, 
md^^empMoni^^ ke kmnm.^marf peculiar 
ceremony for remarkable days, how ta ceie* 
iHMe thecslends of iaiMiary, thbse ef Augixatp 
the Vindemie Nolans \ none of our cattle 
iMMest by St. Amheny until lie has bound 
oil their crowns; the ceremonies attendaat 
M Ifae NatiWtyi Easier, and other leaeta^ ere 

M \i I j . 11 ■ L . ■ i 

^Bm4mm^^m»k to ha«e4he|m«r.of ecniMiiaad^ 

ing the ekmeotiw 
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all ca»dhc9ldi wlar hb giii^^ He inttr- 

* preu aU Uie di»ama of tbe caslkv ^ fiMnstalk 
the point oF ttiae when to begin ^oy enterpm . 
be h«6 a wondeiftil aMortroent of Wi^ k^oncb . 
Md fliruge jrdies ; sndi m h lock of A«kNn*« 
bdtf, a bttk of the sawiiiut from Soak's wm^ 
pit wtienhodofo the plank s for the ark, a brick 
of the tower of Babel, and a tootU of TImn 
resa ; he hea presented many of diese lo the 
priest of San MartinOf and the pe«^ fo and 
adore these shreds and patches of i^eligion with 
the ?eaeratkxi.thatitadivuieiaorahtyal«»ed»^ 
mands. Although of a feminine and un*mus» 

>acle ; and among my noifiy household be alone 
flits about ^nnheaid^ ao moeh so thai 1 ham 

been assured that grass yields FiOt beneath hia 
feet, and that ha baa do liiadow; bntyM^ft 

yourself ascertain that fact. I believe him to 

be £uthfol, yet I think him to be attaf bad t» 

none^ exj^ept the wild beings whom hb unagi^ 

miiofiinviesta mtb^aiVimalKirali poweei. Ifen 

he is an excellent guide for nie in my varioua 

wanderinpi. ainepsi aa^jt^bathnd acfaionC tbund^ 

)^ cao find bis unerib)g waj 4unid the mo^t 
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UNMukrM acquiremeaU b» i» geaemlly cUalik* 
ed ; hek taid 10 be the flcm of a wUdi^ aiul to 
bav;e a mfcural propaiMiity la «vU ^ yet I hava 
ii€fWti6Mrfofaiiy iRtctofhkdofiif ; tHhougfa 
ill truUi iome ttra^ge eveote have tak^^a place ' 
wilb refttrd to liim, Aaltookaaif behadCQrtHk* 
moQ^ mtk the sprits of 

^ I hmrt said iImI ha ia attached to one 
anaong u% yet 1 may be.wrong* If he is air 
wyiimrpiy penon^ it ia becauaa he aeises 
•vwy ittoiaea^ when, be b permitted to eoter^ 
t^cieep naif -M. Onoaj wImh I kft him hef« 
ifciiiiig a visit to f ioreaoe^ be piped. fx some 
tlitiey till every one hefieved that he was about 
to-diei Md ti)ea taking a audden nesolutioo^ 
like a dog folkming tlie scmCx^f his hiaster, he 
departed ea foQt^ and m ieia thao tweaty-fouc 
bours^ arrived half dead widi fiatigue at my pa- 
lace at* Fiorance* 

^ I have another motive for being attached 
ta bini : he waa a favourite of my father. Ue 
found him when a child, in a village not far 
from f kMPeace^ haU starved^ and ill treated by 
Uie cuuiitry people; for be could not work. 
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ind^ being an orphtt^ Dffts destitute of eiVQ^ 

resource ; the idea of bis unholy parentage and 
liis iMiige appearanoei leodering ttecoantf;* 
people even malignantly inclined towards 
him. He lot^ my fiitber, end utmost ^tk 
to the grave with sorrow when he died j por 
M lat time would he teate the rocMn where 
I was, or if obhged to go, he crept near the 
dom* croudttDg Vkm a id<^ for the mmneDt* of 

admittaoce/' 

Thi% being was now ^evy huqr anite As 

preparations for the court; preparatioiis which 
engaged all the hands Md aH the haads-tf 
Valperga. White the countess made prcM>^ 
mon for the entertaimnent ef her gnests^ %m 
dependents practised the games and exercises 
with which tfiey should amuse the ncrisies s att 
was bustle and animation, but all was joy and 
good humour* Castruccto and Euthanasia be* 
caoie dearer to each other, as he perceived the 
^i e aitt w he was able to bestow u^on her by a 
• eompliance with her wishes ; and slxe telt gra« 
tilude foi^ the delight she enjoyed, awards Mm 
whom she fondly looked upon as its cause. 

4 ■ 
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GHAPTfiRXHI.: 

■ V 

a 

% 

£ulhamt6ia holds a OowrU 

r 

As the day fipproaohed oa Virbich Euthanasta 
was to hold her court, her casde became throng- 
ed Mridi the nobiKtjrt irmMiy and iieantj dF 

Tuscany and Lombardy. She had wished in- 
deed to make this a pttMic union of the two 

parties whicii distracted Italy ; but she was so 

noted a' <9Hiel{^ that few Ghibdhies^ appearal^ 

aWiough some were attracted by the name of 
CastiticciOj to icoine trader his lescofty "sttid in 
his company. First arrived her uncle, the 
. lord Rodolfb'di Casi^rq^ % be was an oid maoi 
but he loved to encirde his bare temples with 
an iron hebnet, and 4o try his iteH' used sword 
against the unfleshed blades (rf the sons of his 
ooMjpainons in -arms bi days gone by. Then 
came the marquess Marcello Malespino of 
YridiiAagra, his wtfe> and these hMTely daugh-» 
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terg ; they were accompanied by three brothers 
otihe BoodeliiiQoU £umly of flomioe: ibeae 
claimed affinity to the houise of Adimari, and 
when by the laws of ber couolry EiilfaanaMa 
was obliged. to choose a guardian for her 
maiden stale, she bad aelecled the ddett, count 
Bondelmonte de' Bondelmonti to be her Mon* 
dualdo; thi. i«bt><».hip hMA given me to . 
sincere friendship^ which, although the diflb- 
meoce of age wia iocoiiaidarable» and the aaoMi 

reverence aod obedience could never be felt or 

eMncUedy yelin aome aort was to Buliuuiatia 

in Uie stead of her dead parents. There ar- 
rived 800D afuv the'cfaiaf membera of the Pan^ 
Donatij Vibdoinini, Gianfigliazi, and . other 
Guel|ib fiuniiica of flomioe ; tbera waa AU 
berti count of Capraia, and all tlie ottflicaroiis. 
tioop tiiat elaimed relauoiiabtp to bim; and 
many others, both Bianchi and i^eri, both 
Uuelpb and Gbibetine, whose names it wottld 
b? needless to detail. 

Tbeo arriwd a miiitatodeoTliisMAiifi Carte; 
story»tell.ers, iofirovisatori, musicians, singers, 
actora» tcpe^moWf jagj^an and bitfibosia. 
The most distingiii&hed amgng tbe &x&i dbam 
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was William Borbiere*; a man of courteous 
yet firtok mmoen, oice wit and keen peaetra^ 

tioa : he was about fort^ yeara of age j but lie 

liad lott none of tlie joml temper of youth, 

aiid his generous and even noble dispo&iiiou 
Biftdc bim OKW rafMcted than meD of Us daae 
usually were. There was Bergamino^ a maa 
sxiOTO caiislic thao. Borsiere^ but whoie iosi* 
&uaUog address obtained pardon for bis biting 
fiorda; jk) one kowr better than Bergamino 
to cuce the wounds his tongue had made. 
Xfaeie waa Aodvauocioy wbose aatirieal mood 
and rough manners frequently drew upon him 
Ibe anger of the noUeB oo whose ftmur hed*^ 
peaded ; and he was so often dismissed^ di&> 
graced and imiewanled^ frm the courts^ whcM 
his companiona were loaded with presentSf 
lhaly from hMrnwae and towetimea ragged ap« 
pearwce> and his snarhng habits^ he went by 
,|Im Mine of the £W Jlfeiiif»cafile» He wished 
to rival Borsiere and Bergaouno who were 
ataeoch fnendsy and endea%'oured to make up 
for hiaiack of the more delicate kind of wit by 

Boccaccio; Giomatah NmeUaB. 
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caasUc sayings and contemptuous remaikB. 
thmm wm Udam, s SoeHak, mmimg kiltam, 

but who sang sorrowful airs with so sweet and 
touching a voias^ tim^ i£ jou eirat yoMr eyi*^ 

jou might have imagined that St. Cec^ia her* 

heavenly melody. 
GuariiM^ IIm fmf$miMmM, ckaiai lh» kit 

of the distinguisfaed Uomini di Corte* lie was 

•Ptifhl ui ev«rj cMJrt 10 ijsmAm^ bmnm^ 

tertaiuiag qualities : his tales displayed the fire 

lover of nature. But he was eaten up by 'w 
ailgr ind wy^ lit Iwltd ^1 tboaft wto nwt 

admired, from the princely beauty who attract* 
court, ii he were sought by the great, so much 
feriors ; to the hrst he tricked himself out widn 
and gross adulation j for the second he ex* 
nizcd over the last witli a hand of iron. But 
nant calunrniesj and hatred of all that was good. 
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He 8paared no di% do vrit^ no faWehood^ to de** 

aiid «o fiiU wl» h« of wiles, that he was seldom 
^to^i a ctyi HI bi» ^fm% i;jwft> tie ted 4i!iiwi • 
6iubd.Uie) and at one tuaie Was impqsQiiQd by 
jlriiniininnii iimniiiffiini ^ # h t ini of. tet 

now be siiipa&sed all the Italians in supci^ii- 

truly pious, hU enemies that he was the most 

cifi^AlA^kii 2^ IsvSMSnteA t hiit liiA fjEAA^ tJotflt aaaIm 

od his>chftracter^ Mms bis intolerance and vio^ 
•ciates. Tho^e who were most iadulgeut said, 

4ftal be bad bacn Ja>i iiiHaifi^ bftiM^ ^ 

no Vv a Jiinccre Qottvfjrt ; lie himself^etended 

such o«iaeit|uetice was he iu his owu eyce, jji^t. 
tM^lfiMMfcAffisBMil lhai aaaiafc^KiiibbaMflii liail<» 

^formed bin), that the redemption of manJiiQ^: 

^^^^^ '^w^^v -^r^^^wy^ ^^^^^^^^ V •^^•"^W^^'l^J^^y 

fur his benefit alone. . • . 

they were a na|ii<qless multitude^ disti^igui&hcd 

10 j»ifa«> 

limgb bj^ ;foUy» oUiera li>x pert wit^ maaj 

* 
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manual jests upon each otloer* -to wludi innu- 

■M 1010 WRV UiB UHIWS gfTefl UNI FBOOlvCQ • 

Ibej were a ttrange aod wbeUier tbej were 
InadboM w ugly, eM or young, agile or aiow; 
esperl or awkward, tt^y Uimed even thdir de- 
fcdi to oeeooiit, Mid inAth a iNmr-cOBring gnn, 
^oDged arouod the aobles, forming a ccuatrast 

•no uigiiiiieu uepei'uiMR ann ncn chismpbb e* 
the latter, by their supple aod serpentifle 
tions^ strange gmt, ami motfey habffimenis; 
some being ragged from lack of mt, odiers from 
d o teelw d roguery, all regardingr^^ ^ eager* 
aess of starved curs the riches of the CMtk^ and 
the generosity of its mistress. • > • 

The court opened. on the first of May; it 
was to last four days ; and, on the en^emnf; be^ 
lore, surrounded by her guests, Euthanasia is- 
sued forth the laws for tfieir amnieiiienfa m 
the ooeaiii<m : ^< The first day/' said she, *^ we 
will give to hunting andliawlcnig; the comitry 
is well aloeked wiA game, and each guest haa 
surely bis falcon on his <!st* 1 wBI insla! Ao^ 
trimhteili, the Uberaiore of Lucca, king for thsA 
day ; for he has been in Ibivlgii cwtttries, and 
has studied these amusements under the besi 
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Hibift to ^p^m;*^ Odir ■CJftBftMMM^ WQmI SQGAIIfS lift piftQ* 

tiibl B|KNr(^ 

Tilfi aiw*fMfMl liAir WB Will give un tQ OUT 

friends^ tiie Uemim tU Corte : they shall do thehr 
best laptoMeiuiy and lodttMMTvs the r«»r«i:«b m 
8lore for them ; certainly none wtH censure my 

h[ that day. Let him direct the exertkme of 

fthfi fiesta 80 tkAir tal^. tliAir soiiafi. aiid 

their teats miiy succeed one anotb^ uxagreeable 
iwietjf. 

' On the tWrd day the lists shall be set, and 
tho knii ^t t will tilt for tlsMi honour thcir Ift^ 
die&' beauty; the conqueror shall receive as 
thfi iward ot iiU p«>watf ibft Uberty of 

ing the queen for the following day^ who will 

Airsi^± tKft onni^ frf thit Uwlil^ Alkl clUAft Witlk 

^mr games the gaieties of my court/^ . . 
tion of these laws; and it was declared by ail^ 

1^^^^ ^^n^^^^p^p ^^^v^^^^w ^^^v ^v^^v^^^v^^g ^^pw ^^^^p IT ^^^^^^^^ 

tioa of anuisfn^eot smuDOg tbdir jqyfiU ^^s^^fn- 
On the first of Ma^ the «m ame in cloudf. 



t6i y^ALRimjOiiU [Ck.iLUU 

1m sflafeMbilv. The;HBe4t ykWycaynriiiii 

w«f ^ kd from ihe al^blejtlifi'ladMs ware inouaU 
ed on >gentle palfreys, and were foUtmd hf 
the etquivcs, balding the liawli% 0f wkb the 
dogs ui leMkt ^olheiit mMmS mg ibik ^%}^mm^ 
hiom, wkde %he air resouadedwith mcQ&«it kaoh 
jailed "llMi idVanr Aom tbbir roomis, aai saidtkit 
t|ie .huiaei 4eseiwed ao game, mho was iiat 

deft 

band s^ppeme in beauty ; her soft and enthu'^ 
siastic eyes now sparkled with joy, wkigh ^ 
faur expanse of her smooth brow siiewed to foe 
yat uanivadad by the fang of a bktat^ 4pm>w 9 
a smile holered on her beautiful lips, like Losv 
pkying aii|0iig lh# kaMt'^f % rose^ hat goideiil 
i>air bhotic ui)d<^r the buabeams, and clustered 
Mwod 4icr Hack «riiiaa aa matble^ apdy^llkeahsl 
enriched by many a wandering v^ein, eclipsing 
tha jawalaaf bar <tet6; her iMoluMiay 4pea as 
the winds^ and graceful as antelope of di0 
9&i0ktf a p pn aw d M O rti than liiMi9aii«ia«Mrlo«i^ 
tinesd $ Md^ ^vben s^e awoke the air with her 
atlver voice, silence seemed on the watcb ^ 
dnak m %\ke sound. ' 



* 
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• I Acid aow amy l^*^TiA»]r toi» dpm ibe 
Kteep Oil which the caade stood, to a chesaut 
fpNml^ .aiMi IbiMe.akisg a fila^a aomBai wUk 

brushwood ; all was alive aod gay ; the huat&r 

wna-oHait to jbajf.dbji;" 'tto kcigbii aMiic4. 

4& tbcur rettleaa 3teeda;--*aQd the ladias wiiU 
aoimated gesturesi laugbiog iooks^ and.ufi^ 

iaracd cye^, watched tlic flight of tiieir lairds^ 

Whea aoou apprqacliijd, they became heat- 
adaadli8cd#.«iid Mead itoimd fpr at bady gpal 
wii^d they migUt repose. Castruccia rgiib 
tewaid^ aod aaidi 1*^ I ahouU i>t daiaraa tiwi 
honour of being king of this day^ ii L ftadered 
a^r^fairs^fa^ecia %>ii«aad» at in .a diiait.wtth* 
out lefiaslpaaat or rafioae*— -fttUow aie ! 
. TliayatiWaadaehaaniit woiad; aad^aliarff^ 
ding about bajif a uulc^ tb^i^ioia a nioaii . 
fdfltof gnandy^MM^ kf lum^mii jpmkm > 
aid kom the lieat by jcwopb^a wbiob wasa faa- 
§flaed ta ifaa -bouglia : anagnificaaliapait ivai 
IMtpwred ill iim Jfilr^ ; a profusiaa af .wM^^ ' 
gUtlaiad.in gltit vQMfki iba Mbkm iaira.i»W4 
mitb avaiy ddioata ^weetfii^^ m \vaU a^ wiib 



Digrtized by Google 



Cfti VALPEEaA. [ai.XIII. 

The esquires hairing fastened their falcons to 
the branches of the trees, and coveted tbehr 
ejfM with the hood^ seized the large carving 
kmves, and began their amiistry; wbtte the 
joyous band seated themselves on the cushions 
that had beea pixmded for tfaesr aceomwoda^ 
tion. 

Alter the repast was ended, they reposed 

under this delicious shade, watching the change- 
fill riiadowa ^ the tieesy and hateiiiog to the 
songs of the bird$ — " How delightful it would 
be,'' «ried Calista.di Malesinno, <^if Ikfaae 
or Guarino were here, whose songs rival the 
sweetest bhrds!'' 

To-morrow these men will display tlieir 
talents,^ said Caatruccio; to-day we must 
amuse ourselves*'' Then clapping his luinds, 
several a ervi a ta brought ferwaid ma«cal in- 
struments, such as were then in fashion, unlike 
in fonn^thoee now used, but wluch in sound 
and construction might b^ compared to the 
lute, the harp, the guitar, and the flute* Muof 
of the coo^pany bad sweet voices ; some wiio 
came firom Genoa, sang the romances of the 
jPro^'Ciifai minstrels ; the Flomtmcs sang the 
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QSkOjmke& of Dant£^ or chosen passages from the 
■Turaratto of Ui iiiiilBr» Sir Dfumtio T^t»i>L 

or indeed fttaozaa of their ov^n composing^ for 

,£ew amoog the nobles had passed the boui^ 
dirjr bcMMi joqA and tge, widioiit lumog 
.iodited more than one sonnet to his mistre^s't 
.aydarovr: Ae inlMibitaiili of each separate 
:lown bad a f^vomite poet, whose vers^ they 
now rdbearsecL 

Thus the tune passed, tiU the atm descendedy 
and die lengthening tbadowi told Aem dial 
,Uie heat was gone, and the Ught of day well 
sugb spent; when they mounted didr horses^ 
and rode towards the castle aloiag the skurta of 
die cheaottt wood. The Inaf^ Apenrunes were 
stiU white with mtm ; and, as em^ing came 
on, a leGneihing hreex blew across die pkno, 
and sang aoiODg the branchea of the.treesi-— 
at a distance was heard the maim tiring of the 

Scfchu^ aa it travelled along in its unwearied 
course ; the air was perfumed by a thousand 
soeotSf for the grass was mojfi^gt and badiad 
the element in sweetn^s. From out one^pse 
Sk nifithtiiiiniln foith its mpiodifwia nn^ai 

VOL. I. V 
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emgiDg as it were to one lone star that pe^ed 
•thtough the glowing sUMM; Arrigo tddng hk 
flute drew a respoodive straia whick thft sweet 
bM eMfe to miloteywiiiie them^dnade ^pmh 
led nlentl; along. DaricBeee doted ^^uad| 
and the flmt finMHas %ytBmer VMwed 6mn 
their deep gpreeu bowers amoc^ tbo bushes, and 
'darted forth their gentle^ ineffeetoal flame, flldm- 
ming over the fields, which, as a phosphoric 
sea, or as a green heaven of evershi^ng planets^ 
isow was dark, and ngtan thtddj studded bj 

these stars. The glow-worm on the ground 
slowly trailed his steadj fight; a few bats flew 

from the rocks ; and the regular moan of the 

' Agteio' wfac sl ed about the trees, and spoke of 
■ftae days to come. As the home-ward hunter* 
'ascended -the mouiitsln,- the hrcem died Awaj, 
and a breathtess stillness pervaded the atmo- 
*sphere; Euthanasia rode near CMraoeio { her 
sweet countenance bespoke a deeper jov ihaja 
mere gaiety, and her wiM eyes sixMie' witii- her 
csmotion. She had throwa lier capuchin wer iicr 
'head; and herfkbe; tmr as the moon meircled 
'by the night, shone fix)m beneath the sable 
* cowi,ii7hiie her golden lodn twkved ibeaMd i fcs 
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found her neck : Castruccio gazed on hei^ and 
would haf^ given woridi ta hwre ambraoed hm, 
and to print on her glowing cheek a kiss of 
'(ov«V ^ dared aol^— *bu(. bit heart swelled 
with joy, when slje turned to him with an af- 
iectioiMrte smile^ and he whispered bis heart-— 
She is mine/* 

The seoond day WtiHam Borsiere was pre* 

pared to amuse the guests by bis own and his 
oompamoDs' taleiits. His task was mofB difr 
ficult to perform than that of Castrucdo, for 

' his'iMlerials were not so easy to be conltoled 
as hawks and bounds. Guarino was mortally 

.oAaded by the choice of Euthanasia with it-* 
ganl to the king of the day, and declared that 

' he had a cold, and could not sing. Nothing 
but hjs intolerable vanity vanquished bis sul- 
kiiiiess ; for, when be found that, upon his re- 

• fiisali Borsiere passed him by, and that his ill 
humour would only punish himself by consign- 

-ing bi» to obscmity, be conseated to be oum* 
bered among the recruits of the day. Andre- 
uccio was less tractable, for be was less vain4 
and it was sheer avarice that caused his anger, 
whei^ ha iaaaipoed that Bornare woatd bo the 

N £ 
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best paid of the compwiy; be abiKdute^ ni» 
fiMsd Iq {VBifiinB liii']Mtft ia.ilQff3MiiKngy but 
reserved im witior eodeavours to turn to hdi- 
ert» Ihe u m i m nBi i t B and mmAsm of hit^ 
■troumlrifft]. 

^ Itttbe moniaig »l bffiMk of d^r^et^fa^ 

lady was awakemd by a scHagy bidduag her 
•rite Md ^dipse tho tiio; and^ as htttmAtf 
md gave life to the flowers and £ruits of tkus 

.earth, so most sbe sfirsad her bertigD iiiAiM»oe 
we^ the hearts of laen. The guests aaiimhkri 
in the bail of the casde, wfani^ was hung whh 
evergreens aod flowers; aod, as 

.they sat, an invi^bfe concert was played, and, 

. beiweea the pauses of the muskt a straia of 
lAth melody broke upon the air, that by its un- 
rimllfici ftw AA i ri fi i B iifitTAVfid thai thA iiniTfir upaa 
Ildone, who, thus concealed, could wrap the 

•aoul in £lysuim, while his pieseoceinttst have 

. destroyed the enchantment, 

AftifcT tka mjiiii* ihev weDe rnndiirfitd to a 
small amphitheatre, constructed on the little 
MMMTi nilttinrm bflfcmft ths rattle where thev 

^ JjVWWV'VNPAV fWKVVW ^p^^p IMI^V VB^Ipy WW W^^^V ^^^^^^^ 

.were amused by the tricks of the jugglers, 
ftoighlof haadp fireheatiiigr rop<Htoncing» and 
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every prank that ha^ been known from the 
riMKM fff-tiif* Giogv to iImm of iIm TiiaiiMi^ 
from tbe mo^t distaut peiiods, even down to 
oiir' own limmm A6mt thtm hmi <fiipla;ed 
tbeur art<, a number of the pe a sant ry of Val* 
perga premuad tkmamimu to ran- mt tht ring. 
Tliree pieces of dotb, and two of silk, tlie 
p ri< B a fav lha variom games^ alMUMd ftoni 
the props that supported the amphitheatre. 
Two poiet W9tm meled, and a ilriDg wap at» 
toched to theae^ on which were strung three 
finga. A peoMHit cn bbtidEMMdc, witb Ui faiiea 
in lasty galloped past in a hne parallel to the 
9 $ n o g f andaainnung ta eaick the duaa rings 
OD the point of bis laoce i thefint^seuMtdMMi 

be caught the three riagSy and bore tb% 
faaea of acailatidotk as Us jMiiaw A wnottoi^ 

saatch mccftwiftd/ a Ibo^rac^ aoc^ihaD a horie- 
raea; tiie prnss who ^ttnliiilad bf Botmm^ 
and then^^ hflinfr tha coouianv adioum- 
od to thanr orid^hiy raaal* 

vlt weco 

tfaalasadallMur appearanco^ Bomora loaol^od 

fliai the fieast of tbfi Dcecedinfir. n^r of 
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the two following days, should exceed his; 
and, having been often regaled at the tables of 
the most luxurious princes of Europe, he now 
displayed the skill that he had there acquired, 
in the directions he gave to the ruder cooks of 
Euthanasia. When every one had satisfied his 
appetite, the conversation flagged, and the eyes 
of the ladies wandered round in search of new 
amusement. Borsiere appeared at the head of 
his party; Bergamino, Guarino, lldone and a 
score others of less fame came forward ; while 
Andreuccio edged in sideways, neither clioos-^ 
ing to join, nor be left out of the company* 
-Advancing in a courteous manner, Borsiere 
intreated the company to follow hini : they aH 
rose, each lady attended by her cavalier. Bor- 
siere had been bred at courts, arid knew how 
to marshal them with the science of a sene- 
shal; as they quitted the hall, they, as by ma- 
gic, fell each into his proper place, and every 
noble dame felt that neither couM she have 
preceded the person . before her, nor would she 
have gone behind the one who followed her. 
Thus, in courtly guise, tliey proceeded through 
several passages of the castle, till they quitted 



it by a ^mall postern ; the rocky feoe of A» 
<iowntMn tom^ m I bavQ already mi^ vsm/^ 

diately beliind the castle^ and almost overhung 
ih p fe#til^*' Hf>f f tif \ but Uh ^ po^tefp opanfid tfi 
the little winding staircase 1 have before men- 
lioMd, ibity cut in tb* iwkt enablad tbcm lo 

stale ilic precipice; they ascended therefore, 

aod bpfom tbey couki fe^ faMgncc^ Ibegc caiM 

to a ^i^iall plalforai of turf-covered rock, vvhjcii 

JSor^ieie bttd pra|Mu»d for tbcir aocommodiM- 

tioo. The fountain, that gushed from a cleu, 

tockM, 4owa ^Ib a Mnib iiMn»iir» aod fiUad 

the basin prepared to receive it wiili its clear 
•ud iparkbi^ liquid* Tbia £EHiiilaip baci^ liM 
luauy other springs of those mountains, p^cu- 
ii^r iciuabyca : io vmsBm it was icy ciaid^ and 
in Winter ii became warmer and warmer as tiie 
tfimnarature of Iba finr rnaard utilil oa 
frosty mornings of December it smoked m it$ 

pamge down the rock* To |MBenre the wa* 

ters of tins basm from the rains^ Euthanasia 
hadic M abfeady memirnied, buUl «a akomom 
it, supported by suiali columns \ this .was a fa- 
vourite retreat of our youD^moubUuq^ynipb ; 

ai^d Uorsiere had adorned it for the occaaioo 

« ■ ■ 
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with a master's hand. The boughs of the trees 
bent dowDy and fiMtened to die rock, or 
to the roof of the alcove, and then, being inter* 
heed with other boughs, fcnned a web on 
which he wove a sky of flowers, which shut 
out the sun*8 rays, and, agitated by the gentlest 
airs, cast forth the most dehcate scents : the 
artificer of the bower had despoiled an hun-> 
dred gardens to decorate only the floor of the 
platform, forming a thousand antic devices 
with the petab of various flowers. Anemones, 
narcissi, daflbdils, hj aciuths, lilies of the valley, 
Wdd the earliest roses, bad aU lent their hues, 
making a brief mosaic of these lovely and fra- 
gile materials ; and the white columns of the 
alcove shone in the midst of this splendid shew 
in elegant simplicity. Seats were placed roond 
in a semicircle tor the company ; from hence 
they cx>uld behold the whole country ; Ae plat- 
form was so high, that it surmounted the bat- 
tlements of the castie, and they viewed Uie en- 
tire plain of Lucca, its defiles and woody lulls, 
and the clear Serchio that loitered on its way 
across it. An exclamation of delight burst 
fixHD all lips, as they entered this flowery para- 
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dise^ where every gay colour of naUue was 
heaped about in rich and lovely profusion, 
while the deep green of the iiex trees, the soft 
aad faa-Uke foliage of tlie acacia, mingled with 
sbining fotiege of the .laurel, bay and myr* 
tie, relieved the e^e from any glare of colours. 
The joiyoiis couiiMroy sat dowo,| aad BotmrOf 
coming forward, announced, tliat he and liis 
epmpaiiiona were ready to praMut tile asseow 
biy with tlietr songs and tales; Euthanasia 
aocepled the offer in the name of her guests; 
,aod Guaiioo first shewed himself; that he 
sbouM be . the first to attract liw iittaiitkNii of 
the noble guests had been the bribe which 
^«on him to fotget his hoM'seoess, and, having 
entered upon bis task, there was no doubt 
that tus vanity would induce him to ewrt his 
utmost powers to surpass his compani^ons. , 
, He sang e^itempore verses on iiit event of 
the. late war with f loreocei chai^g^ his nc^, 
from the hurry of battle, to the wailing for Uie 
dead, and then to the smg of triomph, whose 
thrilling, melody transported the hearers with 
admiradon. Then, leaving this, iugh theme, 
he described himself a3 Dante descending to 

K 5 
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hdl; buty a 3 he bad ventured thithear witho|Ua 
guidi^ rode OMUCto had Mhsad faiai4piisage, 
aad be only saw tbe wandef ing gbosts of those 
Mccnliy dead^ and flome few who. hevnuM 
tb^. uiiburied boues^ aa they iiitted about tbe 
dt&uf cdaat* Han ha fiMmd Madftad^ who^ 
addiesaiiig him^ told bim that be was uow 
payii^ aiid. faareaAar mooM mm paun&dijr 
pay, the deadly peaaky ibriaid many cnmes~ 
Wall did ttey for me, and benignly/' ha 
cfiedf who cast xuy b^ugg fjr tipn their " yyt*^>^ 
lowid aepiddME} fer noft I waiider4iere ufl* 
UiTBiented^ bnt^ wbeo tba cycle of an buudred 
years is fulfilled^ and I pass that darit river, 
fipa and torture await me^ dire puoisbftieot fcr 
my resistance to the Hely Fatlier." And then 
cooliiNnBgt be aeot a mastagii to baa firiaiida on 
earth, bidding tlicm repent; and Guarino in- 

Ifodaoed talo Ihia the bitiar gaU of bia ^arp 

and cruel satire against his enemies. He end- 
ed; and maik apidattie.iDiUe>wed9 iar he.had 

offended many who were present by his stric* 
lurasi wad fisw coaU qrm|Mi4iize m the deqp 

malignity of his anathemas. 

Ha waa fbUomd by die itQfy^iailfin^ wha 

♦ 
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repeated Tarious anecdotes and tales whicii 
the/ had collected m ttieir ramMes ; they sel- 
dom invented a new story ; but au old one well 
UM, or some real occurrence dressed up witli 
loaiantic on^ameat^i ^oitned the subjects of 
their nanratires. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

I 

EtUhanada^^ Court conlmmd. — Tej^i arrives. 
. Castruccio had not joined the amusements 

of the dajf fiM: be bad lotuiMd lo liiic^ 

assembled his council to deliberate on some 
knotty (^uftiliQO in the Lucchese p6&cj. Hk9^ 

ing dispatched this weighty affair^ he mounted 
han^m. and tunned hit heed tlMi arii Miinimwl 

road to tlie castle of Valperga* As he quitted 

llie g«le of the towi^ he heaid a Toioe behind 

calUng him i mi, reimog in his horse^ he saw 
apfNToadi at a traneodoua^ high tMo% Beaa- 

detto tiie Rich of Cremona* Although at some 
^stenoe he inatanlly reoognbed hie oUfefloea*- 
travelleri by his uncouth dress which was suU 
'mchaoged^ hit b^^ ihoiikleni etiait back and 
bent in knees. Pepi^ approaching with a hum- 
ble tahitatiofti eaid that be had affidia of' in- 
portaoce to communicate to the noble consul 

of Lttccftf and inttealed him to ^ve Urn 
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WUtii^ly/' said CMtnicdo : ^ I sn going 

to ricie to yonder castle ; do you acocmipany 
me; we wiU diMOuiM on the way ; atidwhen 
there you will find hospitality as well as L** 

^ You mat clMidL year sleed then/' said' 
Pepi^ >^ &x mine will, haidly gallop aftar the 
iMUfd day's jmniey he has had/' 

.They iiode on together, and Pepi setomt* 
oppressed by a >\'cighty secret^ which he long^* 
ed, yet did not know how, to disclose. He 
pnused ihe fortifications of Luccai the fertility 
o^Us.plaio, and its mouatains,* those inespi^ii* 
sive barriers against the incursions of enemies ; 
Md dMB he prased|---<mighed,-»->scalded bta* 

horse, — and sunk into silence* 

^ And now," asked Caslruodo, what is 
this affair of importance concemiog which you 
would spoafc 10 OM ? 

^ Ah! Messer lo Console, it is a matteir of 
sMh ooBaequcnce that I haitHy koow how to 
disclose it; and methinks you are in too merry 
a iMod to laateD with requisHe attention, so 
for the present I wiU waive the subject.*^ ' 
Aa yoa please; bu^ when we aniw at 
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jmder ci^,: we MA find fittle opportunity 
ta..talk of Im^oesa^, foe amuseneot and gaiety 
^re th^ the ories: of the day/' 

Gaiety ^Well it perbaps witt do mf 
licart good to see n^erry faces once again ; I have 
nma km of ttmn idoce you vpcm.oii the don-t 
jon of my palace. Cremoaa has not yet reco- 
vered ito cniel titge and atocm ; omd; of its 
palaces still lie ia their ijishes ; aod many good 
and fertile acres have.beeo sold al a low ra^ 
to trim the defipoiled apartments in the guise 
fliey oBQewanv Y«t tbe Grtiei|^ 
4ttamed the upper hand thare ; pay townsmen 
ampfcoisd and rd^aBmiiH^ld b»v» iiol a^ 
through their misfortunes tlie humility of pover*- 
ty, wliioh sits boMir 00 a auliyect than the into- 
l^nce of prosperi^* Were . I a .pnuce^ aU my 
subjects should be poor; itmahes AMiobedinS 
towards their ma^t^, and daring towarda their 
foes, oQ whose upmh they depend for riches. 
Yet, alasl ip.obstmate.isnayaaio. 
qessy that, as we see in Cremona^ faatiM, ire aed 
slaught^ €aiux>t taoae .their factioya sgiixUs/' 
; Ah! MesaeiT Benedetto^ you are ever the 
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dwm; you liave. oeither cbaofol yottr dress 
iwo^OMos iime I 700 hstj Wf0fiit^ 

. iadaod^ my gooil IttA, liM ftilerDf thtm 
liiifijbve%»HitlMtoCiii36emt7^ as, wbea yott 
what I hmve to s&y, 71IU mil pei^ei^ 
Abttbe .Gremnnrif .are pioiici^ tboujuli 
tfiBgr oiight-loi bitiwddef y«ta wmMfarmr 

timKin^ OHM iMiw'to mfili^ 

y«fdsj tbaa to.resist ttiekiawfui pnmm* Sow^ 

nigns fnNktt ^npr in 1 otrsugely exponifciiei wvjFy 

a country: « dbien boM'feBdm' wtA Ari»>< 
braodsi wben.ailtbs tovm if a^leqi w t|i«r 
bedi^ Wilt d(> a» fvdD to Iho ftiU/a»4h<lttedM 
thousand aroMd mea )»y broad 4ay«^gbt; a 
well tim^ burnipg of harvbsts is a better chas* 
tiser of lebek^ tt^a an araay haadod tagr itt tfao 
sovereigiiB of Europe. I was ever ^iti aidnstref 
of tbe UoiMPew ^amor* who- sMl IbaM mifk 
torches to ^ir t^b among lh,e ettemy's corn ; 
dite in fht^gMi 4)f wvthat m iaiMh4^^ 
ed^ but which are uf ioesUoiable benefit." 
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• 

0i Meaier BeoedeUo^ I liatea with admira- 
tion lo y«Nir ^risdom ; but tfUflt tfie woi4 of 1^ 
ineodi and do not talk thus openly iu yoad^ 
ciitlb; orif you canMl ran your tongue 
turn your borte'a bead towarda Luoca« Tbey 
an Gualplw up bm.'' 

^ Strao§e compaay fiar me to enter; for in 
Gramooa I neiFar cap to a Ouelph, wh oe ve r 
be may be; but if you, my lord, are safe, 
imely ao em and tmat Benedallo for 
diicraUon* You axe I believe my frkn4» and 
a GbUieBne; and^ being now lend of tfin noUe 
couotry, you can weU judge of the truth of my 
i«markt» As it is I am giad In enter tfie oom^ 
paoy of Gueipbsy and glad to find that you are 
well with them; fer it iialwnya. expedient to 
have a spy ia the enemy's camp**^ 

If Castmcdo bad not fiiUy tmdefslodd tbe 
4iQCf>iil;fig m4>o^ of tuif ^,i(>ff|| ^r^^^^ might 

beiv^ bean oftmh i at this speech; and even 
now be ialt bis cheri; flush at the namie of spy 
being thus as it Were applied to him; but be 
lepbed laughing; ^ Messer iknedeUo, 
there will he fine sport for you ; tbe lady oi 
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fbe castle is h(riding a court, and tomorrow we 
have a toumaKnent ; will you not enter the lists 
against these priest-ridden knights ? 

Not the less powerful for being priest- 
ridden; not the less powerfiil if they were 
priests themselves ; as I well know to my mis- 
fortune, having been beaten almost to death 
by a young caoon who was my enemy ; and 
that took place many years ago, when I was 
younger^ and more active than I am now. 
But I was revenged ; aye, Benedetto Pepi was 
never yet injured in a hair, of his head, but the 
heart's anguish of his enemy paid for it/' 

Pepi looked at his companion with the ele* 
vated brows of tiiumph and vanity, while his 
sharp eyes spoke, not ferocity, but successful 
cunning. Castruccio regarded him with a 
l^ce of distrust, which he did not observe, 
but continued ; — This young rascal had been 
forced into Uie priestly dress, but had not yet 
made vows, when he resolved to supplant me 
with a rich, young hdress whom I intended to 
marry. X was weU oiF in the world, with a 
good estate, and a noble palace, so the father 
gave his consent, and all went on prosperously j 
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till,tbi$ rcijiaah prmt laid a ||)ot ft>r ne^ 40*^ 

strucUoii. He waylaid me on the weddiog 
dayi as I was ooodacting the brida tanqFwn. 

house ; she loved him, aiid left mc ; aye, at the 
j&rst whistle of this Inrave da^ierbuDter I feUc 
her snatch her hand from mine^ and saw her 
throw hersdf into lus arms* I resislsdy more 
i|B an angry, than a wise niaDj^ for they werq 

9 

t^tmed, and i defeoGeleBs; so, as I told you» 
the villain beat me, till I was carried hom^ 
nearly dead ftom die biowsl received^ Dih 
ang my recovery, as 1 lay there in my bed, my 
bones adding with the bruises I bad itsceivedi 
\ formed my plan of revenge, w^ich I earned 
OD^ till he and she, and his kin and her kiOy 
knelt to me for mercy ; but I did not bendg 
and was most gloriously revenged* And now 
where is he ^ a grey-haired wretch ; old before 
bis tame, rotting in tfie dongeoosof the Inqui« 
siUon. She ha9 long been dead^ of gf ifii, tbejc 
— at least she never enjoyed a mamMt 
with her paramour/' 

Castruccio started, as be heard the devilish 
coafessipn of liis companion* He did not le* 
ply i but he no longer felt that careless amtise- 
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irersatioa and uncouth n^anneis ; but watchn 

mi fan waHiy «$ if be hmi ima an tOA moA 

-wiinkied berpciU, whose fangs had fallen to 

tlwiy» bat mbtm venoni. stUl fautod ia 

toothless gums. • . * 

he bad .excited ^ he imagined that he had jast 
MSted the fiofvt palM^ For Ifaii 

aid craftsman was folly impiegoated with.tlie 
I<riiiMH poficj^ tRbich Ini.etnnad iteJMlBK|Pitf 
her lords and pruices with the foul Wots of 
tMA* eiiiritj^ t -fae ilid wdk edfaMm ttie omm 
queror of a natiou (alUiough that were almost 
an object of adoiMm to 4am)t «o 
worshipped the xbntrivei of iiaudsi the .base 

JB^i^j^^iei^ ^pfjji^^ *fli^^t fay t^BB e^|iBB^ ^ e^aafae^t 

power and pMSiiion^ but by dafitar^lj aad ua** 

4tAMJiAnitmmp fartaigihai WMVf^oefab 

before hfffi* - 

Wkm tfaey errited at tfaecMt^ tfaflgr 

conducted to the fountain of the rock^ and 
Caecntceui intfiodfiead .Pe|>i tbe oompany. 

The Crenionese bovyed to the £air coimtess| 

end dica darted hie qoUc.gfaMaei amuad; la 
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digcover if be knew any of the company ; nuiiqr 
be hatd seen before, and he could not help 
wtUeriiig as be seated bimsetf— Ouelpbs lo 
tbe core ! a pretty nest of hornets this ! " 
* The oompany in the meaa tene were ev^ 
amining with curious eyes the garb and maii- 
nonof their visitor, Hisdms Was more UiaUiy 
than that of the poorest of the jugglers ; for be 
bad not bKOUgbl h» gold-firingad dodt mnlb 
him on this occasion ; and^ but for the intro- 
4«ctioabf Castruodoy and the gold sptirs^vilMb 
be wore, he would have hazarded the disgrace 
ttfteingdiSBiiBiedlotba oonqpatiyof Ibe vakia 
of the castle. Pepi observed tbeir contempt^ 
and addMsied them as £dUows. 

or you, noble lords and ladies^ who with 
uptOHMNl Upsiacer at my hamaty garb, lialan 
to my story, and do not despise my words, be* 
canse ibey are tbose of a GUbeline. You 
^ine in silk, and jewels, and costly furs ; 1 am 
okHfaed in sbeep-skin andsebvina, and per* 
baps my capuchin may have a hole in its weU 
womtBKture; but look at my golden spurs ; I 
am a knight, and have a pidace, and a tower^ 
and a good borse^ as an- Italian noblsma^ 
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^ouU have. . How luten, aad tbea leiL oie 
whether I am right or wrongi i]»not throwing 
away -the produoe of my fiakb in tnidnla and 

trumpery. . : . 

daieaay Ibat you all know, tba^tfiefe 

was once an emperor of the West, called Charie- 
nmgDe. Hewaaagmteooqueforyaiiddiiiiqg 
his life lord^ it nobly over all Europe^ even 
.fipom iha tepid waters of die Medilanmean to 
Ibe fipozen Baltic sea; Italy did not murmur 
•giHiiBtlib siray, and GeniiMiy disobliged to 
submit to the force of his arms. It was a 
gloriotts dung to tee dna gieat priaoe ride out 
among his foUowecs^ clothed, as I may be, in 
cominon skins, and greater than die meantat 
soldier in his camp only through his superior 
proiwess and wiadom* But die noUea of his 
court were such as the nobles have cootii^ued 
to be to this day ; and the money diey should 
iiave kept for the mainteoaaceoi their followers, 
and the ftumitum and woika of war, tbey e^ 
peoded upon dresa and foppeiy* 

One day Charlemagne was at tbe town of 
fugelaDO^ clothed as i,bave said m a wall 
wofB vest of foK's for, and Ua only jewel tbe 
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4wdi-tempei:ed Ua4eof bis trusty &wacd« Xtl^ 

^he was ioiUgiiaat at h^t ta view their t^wd^y 
•tto : thvf had jusl oone from P«n«y nlMi 
place, then as now,: the .YooeUws laade'th^ 
•wt fer rich a w t i'hi i riwm Uicy hiyijght 
Cmn the East. TUey were dceas^ with t^wy 
f^Mmraginca ^ hianiiy; they Mto tii^ietif^f 
the feathers of PhceiuciaD biidi, liced with &Uii; 
'#olMa of fidv brocade/ ttinuMd whh the Sm- 
4her& of tl^ hack and neck of .j^aaaoduu 
lU n h ig clorii^ qf to iiwm iwrie of jiaaa af 
a thousand mioule animaid^ bought kom ti» 
wHH^ '6t Taitiry; and ml tbair «apa* Ib^ had 
jewels anci feadieira oi eTttra(»dinary |iaca. 
Thus they juliad up and down hefefa thaiF 
xnasteTi iaoogrkif that he vKoukL adoure. theai^ 
he who totid a "awit hachod htjimrtr, baolshia* 
■q^iltttred with ruliag after higiUve enemfce-a^ a 

m»ot» than teo anaies of mch fajrHyeather biidi. 
< Gome^ my brave comradai,' eried- the ea|i* 
peror^ * we have no battle aod. oo aiege to 
•eMiieeM; andi'dM^ghMHiy day wi|h Ua dria* 
ahng raui Daakei ihe <m i ^ of my paiace uimme 
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to me^i mms^ your eteeds^ and let ua away to 

ii bad beeo a fiae sights to see the cour«> 
'tieiB, as they gave a lalst pitying glance to their 
gay dresses^ aod bestrode their iiorses to follow 
their master. He M way ; no ditch or 
-hedge or. thkk coves q( eopee-woodi could-ob- 
struct bis path ; bis noble steed surmounted 
^1, and mepf bimble bad rkh .spoUa irom bin 
eempanions; silk^ fur, and feathers strewed 
itiegroiiddiaticl bulig oil Iba^lbemaby the road- 
ie; what escaped tlie dangers of land, was 
«iU|iiffMjkad hf waM^ ^ vtio wetted theni 
to the skin, and the materiads of their clothes, 
ID losing dieir gbMy had lost all tkmr vnim. 

^ When they returned, they bitterly com- 
platmfd aiilcmg tfiemseh^ for the leasee tbey 
bad sualaioed : the emperor was advised of 
4tiiAr nHitmurs, aad sent lo command tbeit ai> 
tendanee* Tbey obeyed, and appvoached fab 
- Ihvofie faff a f^mie mueh- untike the gay figuf^ 
they had exlubited in the morning ; their fea« 
there broken^ th^ir jew^s lost, their ^llr tent, 
and their furs, which bad been wet, and after- 
wards dried by the file, .were shrunk, difl- 
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figured and spoiled. * Oh, most foolUh mor- 
tals ! ' cried Chariemage, ' how 9m Hkmm Han 
piedous or uaefiilf Mixie cost ooly 4 few 
pence) youn cost not ooly ailfery bill iDftay 
pounds of gold ! * ^ 

Pepi ended faia molt appoiile ti^ by « laugh 
of triumph ; and it might easily be perceived 
that some of the young noblea weve by no 
meaoa pleased with the uncouth , maimers of 
their teadier. But the oun had now se^ md 
the bell of the i&ve iloiw rung firam the cha* 
pd of Valperga; so the company descended Ihe 
rock, and joined in the devotions of the priest, 
who celebrated ^iespers^ attended by all the 
more humble gueals of the castle* 

In die eveiiiiig several mimes were repre- 
sented under the dineclaon of Betsieie* No 
nation can excel.the Italians in the expression 
of passion by the buoiguage of gestore atone, or 

in the talent of extemporarily giving words to a 
series of action which they imend to rsp B O s ant ; 
even in those ruder Umes they were aUe to 
draw tears fiom thanndisnesw or shake them 
With coavuisionfi of lfU|gt;iter. The actors now 
at the castfei fintpeilanned tbn taneiung story 
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of PdMBkm and Amte^ aad aAerwarcb fht fu^ 
vondta Ule .of the love» of TtqUus aa4 Cxes* 
iida^ and tiM widi takiMMd atidOD the story 
of tboiU r^inad conBtomrx of the wor^y Ju^g^t 
of Troy^ and the bkick traadwy of iSbef fintb* 

with teajrsy when this unhappy knight, who bad 
foughl dwkb io but wbp survived bis 
country and his friends^ was supposed to stand 
beiide heif mi»^m of a oqi^ often 

visited fountsua among the ruins and burnt 
paliMi of TrojTi and to bdMld Cie8iid% in a 
m^a garb| and deformed by disease, bearing 
a iwavy pitdier on her heMl, odnia to draw 
water from the spring ; and every bosom thriU 
Mti^the hitter grief of IMhtt, andtbehmi- 
ble repentauGe and baartr&lt self-rqpacoaches 
oC Ua once wamdil amUrasd, as/ eaHilig for paiw 
don, she died. To relieve the company irom 
tbahr pMifta sympathy, the nAw(m came for* 
ward to.ftQ4 the aittio paatoosimes ot the day; 
th^HO weei iettber ^^ery decent nor very clever ; 
n miller, and a priest wevp over-reached iu their 
jove^ and were left shivering in tlie snow du- 
ring a wiuterHUgbt^r while .t%vo jouog studenur 
VOL.1. . O 
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of Boiogna^ whoiii the other worthies had com* 

UnMi lo^ukky ttjoytod'tiMtt lor HifaMi m ikmr 

dreary coAdttion they lyrd^Uy pined. IQ^I 
had 1101(^1^11 hiMi to CIMM; ittf iNitbiiipitoy 
rettfed; alter bestowing the (M^es well due to 
soccestfioA )MMttihtt» 
The next maming befcm daylight CaMtiic- 
do beafd'IfOiM ontf «bt0r My^piU<Mia<tl "it 
Was Fepi, who.a;p{Hroached his bed, aod^si^ : 
« My lord, I eoffte lo iiAee iliy ktm^^ 
After what passed last oif^t, you snayc ImH 
UHSfevB tifat the ymtif db«Mitc»d wottkNMlm 
not couatuoe among iier guesta*/ {<aaa^alMiit 
to return to Cremona, but would first ask you, 
^atber jmi wmld not pngkf tliara ■tmlick 

friend of ^ours should be lord of that town, 

than that it should sMndniia tha iiaiMb of dsa 

people, who have become Guelphs and trai* 
tots, liady nd smU ^ - 

Castruccio's thoughts, instantly fixed qn Ga- 

ieiWEO' Viasoml/or Ouno doUa Soida, ^'^die 

promised lord <^ Cremona; and he replied 
tagerly: ^ ll«Mar<BemKMM, you wdftM'do 

Hie an inestimable benefit, if by any means^ 

dtbep in yoar .po^, or With wUbb yAi: 

♦ • 
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ac<iuasnted| ymr.coilki-filftoe^ tlis gaMnmeiil of 
yoiMr tftwii ifv ttw lift III) ft f>iift of my iicusiidft*^ 
■. And are you prepsM^ to mmI iD.-MMh M 

^^WP^W^^^^^^^ ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ ^ 

' ''Now I cannot^ bat I have promwd to 

July. In Augiist ImSi mk fioa at Creoadnai 
wadp if .you, wiU diackw to th^.coo^iwt 
and instruineDts of this chabge;<«»v' 
, ''JNjowiaaald[l]HMiiMitlui^ CaoietaiiM 
on the fifteentli of August, abne, or with but 
one aittoodant ; but come not with tht fifaMf of 

a prince^ ou thai day, at live o'clock ia the 

iiiMiiiill^ Tpm wiU mmt a paMoo 00 tbt.bitdge 

of the rivulet you cross about hall' a mib from 

Ommcmi aay ta hkm ifaa won^ Ijiice% and 

lie will coiiUuct you to my palace by aa ob» 

lo! yon. As you may not be able to cooiuiaod 
jMbt to.% day, I uriU mat for you cot 
mondi^ until the Meeolh of September f tbea 
itjmi4ojk<k appWf Am cntMrpdu nHNt pn^ 

ceed by otl^er means. During this interval 

Wli^t, may I not tell-.^ f " 

02 
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^ No filing toul must hear of tbi»<-»If you 
impart tku wilb wiiidi 1 hnim intnidtiil you^ 

mj plan must uustan% &uL I tr^t to ^o^r 

di^yneupo." 

. . It is well, Messer Benedetto/' replied 
Crft§tniijCiO| nfisiiUii|^ to jmuMi iIm ivpoMMMHii 

of the precedimi^eveoiDg, and ^zing on his 
rnmpaftiija with dklanM; rtn mr rl^wij 

tinderstand your plans, and cannot promise to 
aawliatiwii; batlMmmymolmjmaecff 

and that you. shaU see mebelore the iliteeuih 

1 am satisfied j farevvel. The stars are 

dtiiUMiarinft .mi I would iwcb your Km 

before sum'ise/* * ' * - 

. dqpmteci with « braw of am; mkU^ 
every heart ia the castie of Valperga was light, 
•iod eveiy cotrntoDftnce opMMd gw^r. - Tbift 

was the third day of the court, the day for 
which n t0uniainiBiil had lMMi ytttrfahftiMti 

But it would be tedious to dilate on the re- 

mitfyiflf of canHnGak% and frooi what 

has been related a judgement may be formed 
of thoia which wm yot to come. 

J The summer months passed on, and tlie 
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time approadied when Castruccio had pro- 
miMd Gabtoo ViacxKrti to naet him tt Ro- 
vigo« Eutbaoa&ia desuped during the autuimi 
to remit her oatiw dty^ from urinch the had 
been long absent* They agreed to journey 
MWyHOi lOgBiMi'^ aoo oo vaiifuciLJoa feoini 
from Lombard/ their long d||Kyed m^rriag^ 
ma Id take ptace. 



END OF VOLUiM£ 1- 
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